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NEW CHARTER 
EXPLORER II TARGET PISTOL 


Take hold of the most exciting new handgun on 
the market.. .the new Explorer II by Charter Arms! 

The Explorer II is a semi-automatic, clip- 
fed target pistol...functionally proven from de-. 
sign to performance. It has a style all its own! 
This highly accurate .22 LR pistol comes with 
8-round magazine and standard 8" barrel which 
can be interchanged with other barrel lengths to 
be announced soon. 


blade front sight, convenient thumb safety and 
heat-cured, glare-proof, textured black enameled 
finish. 

Accessories available: Explorer II scope 
mount which accommodates any standard 1" 
dovetailed ring, extra 8-round magazines, op¬ 
tional barrels (available soon) and handsome 
black vinyl gun case with humidity-proof pad¬ 
ding. 


Operation is simple. Insert the 8-round 
magazine, cock and fire! At the same time, an 
extra magazine can be securely held in the 
Shur-Hold simulated walnut grip to give shooters 
the option of firing a total of 16 rounds without 
\wasting time to reload the clip. For increased ac¬ 
curacy, a long-eye relief scope can be attached 
with Charter’s accessory scope mount. It’s the 
perfect gun for target shooting, plinking or 


Note: All Charter Explorer ll’s are tested 
for functional reliability and are sighted in at the 
factory. Each gun is covered by a Charter Arms’ 
one year full warranty. 

Get the Explorer II wherever fine handguns 
are sold. It’s just one of the many innovative 
products in the Charter Arms line. Write 
today for a FREE catalog. Send $2.00 for 
handsome shooters patch. Dealers Inquire. 



varmints. 

The Explorer II features a new adjustable 
rear sight with square notch, elevation reference 
line and definite click indication. Has snag-free 


® Charter Arms Corporation 
Fine American Handguns 

430Sniffens Lane, Dept. 881 
Stratford, CT 06497 


Shown: Explorer It with standard 8" 
barrel (6" & 10" bbis. available as later 
option), standard 8-round mag. & extra 
mag. (optional). Explorer II scope 
mount is an optional accessory and 
naturally does not come with scope. 





Secrets of the Ninja 

Are Ninja the ultimate warriors? Read Secrets of the Ninja and discover why this 
2,000-year-old sect of silent assassins has made headlines in the western world after 
centuries of claiming horrified respect in the Orient. Now Paladin unveils the deepest, 
darkest secrets of these Wizards of Invisibility. A practicing Ninja himself, author Ashida 
Kim offers excellent, in-depth instruction in "Ninjitsu: The Silent Way.” Step-by-step 
explanations accompany over 160 graphic photos of Ninja in action. Ashida Kim teaches 
you all about meditation methods, principles of light and shadow, covert entry tech¬ 
niques. fighting multiple adversaries, Inpo (The Art of Hiding), Tonpo (The Art of 
Escaping), P'a Pu (Night Walking Ability), and many other esoteric Secrets of the Ninja. 
Weapons training (Sword, grappling hook, stars, knife) is also covered in this beautifully 
designed collector’s volume. Please do not confuse Secrets of the Ninja with any other 
book on the subject—fh/s is the real thing! 5^/2 x QV?, hardcover,over 160 photos and 
diagrams, 200 pp. $14.95 



FLEXIBLE WEAPONS 

by John Sanchez 
Definitive study on flexible weap> 
ons, by the author of Slash and 
Thrust. Learn how to use chain 
maces, manrikikusari. steel whips, 
meteor balls, and rope knives— 
their lethal potential is for real! 
Provides a complete training pro- 
gram and construction plans for all 
weapons covered. Heavily illus¬ 
trated. 5’/i X softcover, illus., 88 
pp. $6.00 


BLACK MEDICINE I, II & III 

by W. Mashiro, Ph.D. 

Vol. I, Dark Art of Death— thorough and intriguing 
discussion of the human body's 140 vital points. Vol. 
II, Weapons At Hand— 112 parts of the body that 
are natural weapons, plus 180 deadly makeshift 
weapons. Vol. Ill, Low Blows— Mashiro's favorite, 
fighting techniques. Lethal responses to wrist 
holds, punches, chokes, rear attacks, bear hugs, 
knives and clubs. 

Vol. I 5% X 814, softcover. 92 pp., photos $8.00 
Vol II 5V4 X 814. softcover, 88 pp., photos $6.00 
Vol III 514 X 814, softcover, 140 pp., photos $10.00 
The Set (3 volumes) $26.00 



LIFE AFTER DOOMSDAY 

by Dr. Bruce Clayton 
Who will survive the nuclear war 
that many experts predict is com¬ 
ing? Life After Doomsday tells you 
how to survive such a radioactive 
nightmare. Includes eye-opening 
information about shelters, food 
storage, home medical techniques, 
survival psychology, and shelter 
defense. 814x11, hardcover, charts, 
drawings, photos, 180 pp. $19.95 



THE ARMCHAIR MILLIONAIRE 

by Frederick Hal Vice 
Leave the rat race behind and take 
the fast track to top money. Vice's 
rousing success story can be yours 
with this practical moneyjmaker’s 
manual that goes far beyond pretty 
pep talk and financial fairy tales. 
Solid guidelines, practical exam¬ 
ples. and real-life solutions—no 
get-rich-quIck quackery. Dozens 
of case histories support the acces¬ 
sibility of economic independence. 
514 X 8’>4, softcover, 120 pp. $7.95 



QUICK OR DEAD 

by William Cassidy 
The most important book on com¬ 
bat handgunning of the decade! 
Discusses the contributions and 
techniques of every modern mas¬ 
ter of the handgun, such as Apple- 
gate. Fairbairn, Cooper. Fitz¬ 
Gerald. and many more. Also pro¬ 
vides a complete training course 
for combat handgunners. 514 x 814, 
180 pp.. illus., hardcover. $10.95 



THE REVENGE BOOK 

by Bob Smith 

Over the phone lines and through 
the mails, in the hands of mes¬ 
sengers and on the backs of ver¬ 
min. The Revenge Book tells you 
how to strike out anonymously at 
those vexing jerks who make life 
miserable for you. Revenge artist 
Bob Smith guarantees you'll en¬ 
rage your victim's spouse, shock 
his neighbors and business asso¬ 
ciates—turn the world against him. 
5'/4 X 8'/4, softcover, cartoons $6.00 



DONT BECOME THE VICTIM 

by Marcus Wayne Ratledge 
Jimmy Carter once called this 
book’s author “the most danger¬ 
ous criminal in the history of 
Georgia.” Read Ratledge's inside 
story! Specific, down-to-earth de¬ 
tails on how to avoid becoming the 
victim of muggers, burglars, con 
artists, car thieves, rapists, etc. a 
gutsy, real-life guide by a reformed 
criminal and a gifted writer. 514 x 
814, softcover, 120 pp. $6.00 


GET EVEN 1 A 2 

by George Hayduke 

GE1: Hilarious overview of the methods of people 
use to get even with big business, government, and 
plain old enemies. Tactics of the CIA, Mafia, and 
political dirty tricksters. 

GE2: Hayduke's outrageous sequel to his under¬ 
ground best seller. All new mind-boggling tactics to 
use against asinine enemies, business bums, foot¬ 
loose lovers—ripoffs of all types. 

Both vo/s. for entertainment purposes only! 

GE1: 514 x 814, hardcover, 180 pp. $9.95 

GE2: 514 x 814, hardcover, cartoons, 170 pp. $9.95 
The Set (2 volumes) $19.90 



SURVIVAL POACKING 

Tells the survivalist how to collect 
wild game under any circumstan¬ 
ces, using Indian secrets. Shows 
specific poaching methods for 
deer, elk, bear, moose, beaver, 
mink, muskrat, trout, salmon, 
grouse, pheasant, ducks, and 
dozens more. Includes detailed 
plans for many traps, snares, dead¬ 
falls. etc. Truly a fascinating and 
useful selection. 514 x 8V3, 250 pp., 
hardcover, illus. $12.95 


MANTRAPPING 

by Ragnar Benson 

Explains how to use primitive traps to catch and kill 
that most dangerous animal: Man. Ragnar Benson, 
well known as the authpr of Survival Poaching, has 
based this gut-wrenching book on his personal 
mantrapping experiences in Africa, North and South 
America, and Cuba. You have to see this one to 
believe it! Details plans for over a dozen ingenious 
mantraps, such as the Malaysian Hawk, the Andes 
Mountain Trail Trap, and the Cuban Water Trap. A 
must for retreaters. 514 x 814, softcover, illus., 86 pp. 

$8.00 



THE COMPLETE BOOK OF 
KARATE WEAPONS 

by Dr. Ted Gambordella, 4th Dan 
Defend yourself! And learn how to 
do it right with the only compre¬ 
hensive book on karate weapons 
ever published! Shows the proper 
usage and katas for seven lethal 
karate weapons, including nun- 
chuka, yawara sticks, sai, fighting 
knife, tonfa, staff, and bo. 814 x 11 , 
hardcover. 870 action photos, 
256 pp. , $24.95 


COMBAT SURVIVAL 

Never before available to the public. An extremely 
useful, comprehensive training manual on physical 
and combat survival, training, and tactics. Our 
inside sources believe this manual is used to instruct 
the elite Special ,Air Service (SAS). Contains rare 
info on evading and silencing guard dogs, sabotage 
and intelligence gathering, survival navigation, 
primitive medicine, evasion and escape, animal 
traps and snares, and much more. 814 x 11, soft- 
cover, Illus., 160 pp. $12.95 


OTHER FASCINATING TITLES: 


How To Klin . 

... $6.00 

Underwater Demolition Training 

How To Kill It. 

... - $6.00 

Manual... 

..$9.95 

How To Kill 111. 

.... $6.00 

SWAT Team Manual. 

$12.00 

How To Kill IV... . 

. -.. $6.00 

Get Tough ...... 

$12.95 

How To KM V. 

.... $6.00 

Special Forces Operational 


How To Kill: 


Techniques .. 

$12.95 

Five Volume Set .. 

.. $30.00 

Special Forces Handbook .... 

..$6.00 

(No Volume in the How To Kill Series 

Black Bag Owner's Manual 3: 


available in Canadaj 


Falseface... 

..$6.00 

Home Workshop Guns 11: 


Principles of Personal 


The Handgun.... 


Defense.... 

..$4.00 


Call Toll Free for credit card orders: 

1-800-824-7888 

in California 1-800-852-7777, Alaska, Hawaii 1-800-824-7919 
_ Ask for Operator #249 
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EDITOR’S NOTES 

I T was fitting that Marine Sgt. Billy Gallegos dropped in to visit us 
in late April. 

Gallegos^ a Pueblo, Colo., native, was one of the Marine guards who 
were held hostage by the Iranians and returned when President Reagan took 
office. 

Believe all the stories you’ve read or heard about the barbaric treatment 
of the hostages — Gallegos says it was that bad. “They beat us a lot,” he 
said. “And every time we hit one of them back they’d tie us to chairs and 
beat us — with their hands, fists and this rubber thing they used.” 

Gallegos, who went from 165 down to 135 pounds in Iranian captivity, 
said the food was worse. “It was mostly a rice diet and it was difficult to 
keep going on it.” Occasionally the Iranians would cover the rice with a 
foul-smelling and even fouler-tasting sauce but usually it was just rice. For 
protein Gallegos says some hostages caught the cockroaches they shared 
their cells with and crushed them up in the rice. 

“After a while we just ignored them (the Iranians),” said Gallegos. 
“That was what pissed them off the most.” 

It was interesting to have Gallegos here at the same time that reactions to 
the “What Price Glory?” article by Jim Monaghan and Robyn Evans which 
ran in the June issue were just starting to arrive. In that article the authors 
focused on the POW/MIAs still unaccounted for by the North Vietnamese 
and abandoned to their unknown fates by the Carter administration and too 
many Americans. 

But our mail indicates that there are some Americans out there who care 
about our men left behind. 

One is Thomas W. Hebert, who publishes the Vietnam War Newslettery 
P.O. Box 122, Collinsville, CT 06022. 

Hebert is trying to get a “Red, White and Blue Ribbon Campaign” 
underway so those Americans who care can let our government know that it 
is time to bring home any live Americans and to force the North Vietnamese 
to account for those who are dead. 

“The American people have to demonstrate to President Reagan their 
strong desire to have the POW/MIA issue resolved — a desire as strong as 
that of bringing home the hostages from Iran,” wrote Hebert. “I believe 
that Vietnam veterans have a special responsibility to do all we can for our 
fellow fighting men (and their families) who did not return home with us. 
By helping them, we will be helping ourselves and our country. 

“The Vietnam veterans need a cause to bring us together — 1 believe this 
is it.” 

Hebert has ribbons available for anyone who wants them. For each dollar 
donated, you’ll get two ribbons. The funds collected from sale of the rib¬ 
bons will be used to continue the campaign and there will be no profit in it. 
Hebert also plans to offer logo pins, bumper stickers and T-shirts or pro¬ 
vide the addresses of other organizations that have those items available. 
Soldier of Fortune cannot think of a better cause to support. 

WHILE HE WAS IN BOULDER Marine 
Sgt. Billy Gallegos picked up one of our latest 
Phoenix Associates (P.O. Box 693, Boulder, 

CO 80306) T-shirts. You can see the front de¬ 
sign. The T-shirt is yellow with red design and 
letters and the price is $7.95 (plus $1.25 
postage and handling). The motto on the 
back is: “Let Me Win Your Hearts And 
Minds, Or Til Bum Your Damn Huts Down.“ 

Gallegos, a SOF reader since he entered the 
Marine Corps, couldn't attend the first SOF 
convention but will be at the second this fall 
in Scottsdale, Ariz. 
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A History of Military Defence 
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Plus this full- 
color 19"x25" 
map FREE! 


Club editions save you 


up to 30% off publishers’ 


list prices quoted. 

1 


How rile Club works: 

After your membership’s accepted, 
you’ll receive your 3 books for 980 each 
(plus shippind and handling) and your 
free book and map. If you're not satis¬ 
fied, return the 3 books within 10 days, 
cancel your membership, and owe 
nothing. 

About every 4 weeks (14 times a year) 
you’ll receive, free, the Club's magazine 
describino the coming selection and al¬ 
ternates. In addition, up to 4 times a year 
you may receive offers of special selec¬ 
tions, always at discounts off publishers' 
prices. 

If you want the featured selection, do 
nothing: it will be shipped to you auto¬ 
matically. If you want an alternate or no 
book at all, indicate your preference on 
the order form and return it by the date 
specified. That date allows you 10 days to 
decide. If you receive an unwanted selec¬ 
tion because you had less than 10 days, 
return it and owe nothing. A shipping and 
handling charge is added to all ship¬ 
ments. 

Enjoy your no-risk membership for 6 
months. During that time you need buy 
only 1 book at regular low Club prices. 
After that time, if not satisfied, you may 
resign your membership at any time or 
you may continue as long as you wish. 

The Military Book Club offers its own 
complete, hardbound editions some¬ 
times altered in size to fit special presses 
and save members even more. S 


I-- 

I Military Book Club 

1 Dept. CR-134. Garden City, N.Y. 11530 
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J Military Book Club and send me the 3 books whose 
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I the first 6 months of my no-risk membership to com- 
I plete my commitment. My membership will be subject 
I to the terms and conditions presented in this ad. Also 
I send me Air War~Vietnam and a strategy map. Both 
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members will be serviced from Canada. Offer slightly different in 
Canada. 84-M203 
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Nearly 1 MILLION sold 
to Law Enforcement 
& Gov’t. Agencies 


LOADS SIX 
CARTRIDGES 
INTO REVOLVER- 
INSTANTiyi 


Metal points hold cartridges securely In loader 
... until knob Is turned to release them! 

• 6 NEW MODELS WITH NO CARTRIDGE JIGGLE 
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• GUARANTEED-ONE FULL YEAR 


• SMITH & WESSON- 

.38-.357, .22 LR., .41 Mag. 
.44 Spec., .44 Mag., 

.45 Auto Rim, .45 Colt Long 

• COLT- .38-.357, .22 

• RUGER-,38-.357. 

Security Six, Speed Six 

• DAN WESSON- 
,38-.357, .22 LR. 

• CHARTER ARMS- 
.38, .44 Special 


fl 


LEATHER CASES 



Model #103 
-black, brown or 
tan in Plain, Bas- 
ketweave (shown) 
or Clarino. Nickel, 
Brass or Velcro 
fasteners. Single 
and triple cases 
also available- 
inquire. 


AVAILABLE FROM YOUR LOCAL GUN DEALER 
For Information Write 

H.K.S. PRODUCTS 

132 FIFTH STREET, DAYTON, KY.41074 j 


BULLETIN 

BOARD 

by Bob Poos 


D raft-dodging 

TAUGHT HERE ... 

The community of Berkeley, Calif., 
has never been famous as a hotbed of 
patriotism, but now, at least In SOF*s 
view, it has gone just a little too far. 

In what is thought to be the first act 
of Its kind, the Berkeley Board of 
Education has passed a resolution 
that will require hIgh-school students 
to take a course which includes in¬ 
struction In how to avoid (dodge) the 
draft. 

Said the prime mover behind the 
measure, one Anna de Leon, “It ap¬ 
pears we have a President who learn¬ 
ed nothing from our experience in 
Southeast Asia. Now we are getting 
involved again in struggles against 
‘liberation’ in this hemisphere and 
President Reagan will want young 
Berkeley males to fight there.” 

The instruction will be given for 
one or two weeks during history and 
government classes. It will include 
visiting speakers who will discuss 
how to avoid draft registration, 
strategy for avoiding prosecution, 
conscientious-objector status and 
current legal challenges to the draft. 

SOF thought readers might like to 
make their views known to Ms. de 
Leon. She may be reached by calling 
her at home, (415) 845-0770, or writing: 
Ms. Anna de Leon, Director, Board of 
Education, 2134 Grove St., Berkeley, 
CA 94704. 

A rmy 

DISPLAY CANCELLED . ., 

A mini-protest by a so-called peace 
group caused cancellation of an Army 
recruiting display recently at a 
Boulder, Colo., shopping center. 

The Army had hoped to set up in 
Crossroads Shopping Center, in the 
heart of Boulder, a display including 
jeeps, armor, artillery, radio equip¬ 
ment, other hardware and men and of¬ 
ficers from Fort Carson, Colorado’s 
Fourth Mechanized Infantry Division. 
It was to be In conjunction with the 
Army’s “Be All You Can Be” week. 

But a group that calls Itself the 
New American Movement made a few 
phone calls and Crossroads manage¬ 
ment called the thing off even before 
the threatened picketing protest took 
place. 



A recruiter, who asked not to be 
named, said: “I thought it was phony 
of them to cancel it, because it cost 
several thousand dollars to get it [the 
material] there and back. This [Boul¬ 
der] is not an easy place to recruit 
because of the college [University of 
Colorado], and we were really count¬ 
ing on this.” 

Another recruiter said, “We’ve got¬ 
ten a lot of angry phone calls from 
people who were mad it was pulled. 
Maybe this will backfire, If patriotic 
people get up and get mad.” 

Some of the protesters were disap¬ 
pointed that the display was not there 
when they appeared to picket. Mary 
Sell, a member of the group, said, “I 
was shocked and disappointed. I 
didn’t think we had that much In¬ 
fluence.” 

The major figure in making the 
decision Is a man named Steve 
Kaiser, a Crossroads executive. SOF 
thought readers might like to contact 
him and give him their thoughts on 
the matter. He wouldn’t talk to SOF. 
His phone number is (303) 444-0722 
and his address is Business Office, 
Crossroads Shopping Center, Boul¬ 
der CO 80302. SOF couldn’t locate 
Ms. Sell or we’d be delighted to pub¬ 
lish her address too. 

A nnual 

REUNION NOTES ... 

The 517th Parachute Regimental 
Combat Team, which includes the 
460th Artillery and 596th Combat En¬ 
gineers, will hold its annual reunion 
August 13,14 and 15 at the Dutch Inn, 
Orlando, Fla. Contact Is Bill Lewis, 
P.O. Box 101, Trimont, MN 56176. 

The First Special Service Force 
Association will hold Its 35th annual 
reunion at the Hotel Vancouver, Van¬ 
couver, B.C., August 13-15. Contacts 
are Larry Story, reunion chairman, 
12807 Southridge Drive, Surry, B.C. 
(604) 591-9291, or Bill Story, executive 
secretary, FSSF Assn., 11815 Quarter 
Horse Ct., Oakton, VA 22124. The 
FSSF was an elite WWII infantry unit, 
half of whose members were Cana¬ 
dians and half Americans. 

Office of Strategic Services (OSS) 
Detachment 101, which served in Bur¬ 
ma during WWII, will hold its National 
Continued on page 64 
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If you think 

YOU CAN STOP TERRORISM 
AND ESPIONAGE IN THE 80’S 
WITH EQUIPMENT DEVELOPED 
IN THrTO’S, YOU MAY BE 
_ DEAPWRONG 




BULLET PROOF KIT 

Reconstruct your own vehicle to be com¬ 
pletely bullet proof, completely safe. Do 
it yourself in a matter of just hours. 


TERRORIST TRAP TX 2 

Explosives, weapons, metal, tape 
recorders, transmitters are instantly 
detected when they pass through the 
TX 2 archway. 



TAP ALERT B 411 

Secures your telephones against surrep¬ 
titious eavesdroppers and wiretappers 24 
hours a day. 



KIDNAP RECOVERY KIT 

Electronically tracks down people, 
vehicles or stolen cargo. Tiny tracking 
transmitter can attach to a car or ultra 
miniaturized version can be worn by 
possbile victim. 


\ 



BUG DETECTOR E| 7 

Detects hidden transmitters in your 
presence to keep your conversations 
private. Tiny enough to fit in your pocket. 



SILENT CONVERSATION SL 100 

The ultimate telephone scrambler for 
privacy. Speak by transmitting a silent 
digital conversation over ordinary 
telephone lines. 



“Sniffs” out explosive vapors and locates 
a bomb with electronic precision. Saves 
lives! 


Send $25.00 for CCS catalog and special 
report on how to protect yourself against 
bugging and wiretapping. 


CCS Communication Control, Inc. 

633 Third Ave., New York, N.Y. 10017 (212) 697-8140 TX:238720 
1010 Wisconsin Ave.. N.W. Washington, DC 20007 (202) 659-3432 
1435 Brickell Ave.. Miami. Fla. 33131 (305) 358-4336 
9465 Wilshire Blvd.. Beverly Hills. Ca. 90212 (213) 274-6256 
94 Cumberland. Toronto M5R 1A3 (416) 968-9014 
625 N. Michigan Ave. Chicago, III. 6061 I (312) 642-2757 
— London — Paris — Hong Kong— Houston 


CCS Communication Control, Inc. SOF 

633 Third Ave., New York, N.Y. 10017 

Enclosed is my $25.00. Please rush me your 
catalog and special report. 


Name _ 
Address 


Phone 


Zip. 
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FLAK 



DEATH S HEAD 

OVER ONE LB. SOLID BRASS 


CANE 

Walnut Ebrti Fin^ 

} 39.95 

Iks Ml«l 

IftlTY 

HAL DESIGN 


Ml BOX 



i; Ftf Ihi H411 


WARRIOR 

SOLID SW^pER 

POIIHTF 


ONE OUNCE 1 

HESVV DOTY « 

ODlClIliL DESIGN 

$59.95 I 

als4» aivaiialil? 
silver jilate 

Hnd iiD^Er ^ize 

Sterling hva S4jK( 

1b Ckiig^. 


' For the Man 
Who IS a 
Breed apart 


CREATIVE HORIZONS 

rolbox ]m 

P&BKVILLE.MD. 21234 

5(N-aa2-58e4 




C -RATS 

NOT BEER .,. 


Sirs: 

In reference to Full Auto (American 
Ingenuity) by Sgt. Gary Paul Johnston 
(SOF, January ’81), as a former 
doorgunner with 29 Oak Leaf Clusters 
on my Air Medal, I am thoroughly 
incensed at the statement made therein 
that “a beer can was brazed to the left 
side of most doorgunners* M60s.*’ If 
you can produce a photograph of an 
M60 with a beer can brazed to it, I’ll 
eat it! 

(1) Beer cans were not that plentiful 
in’Nam. (2) Beer cans are not the right 
size nor sturdy enough. What do you do 
when the beer can brazed to your M60 
bends out of shape and becomes 
unserviceable? 

The type of can almost universally 
used was the C-Ration can. The large 
main-course size (not the fruit) would fit 
exactly the magazine bracket riveted on 
the left side of the M60 receiver. The 
can would clamp on quite snugly. 

A full can was preferred, because an 
empty one would not withstand the 
pounding from thousands of rounds of 
7.62mm ammo being dragged over it and 
into the weapon. 

The most popular meal for this 
purpose was “Ham and Motherfuckers’* 
(lima beans). No one in his right mind 
used to eat that stuff, so a more useful 
purpose was found for it. 

Sincerely, 

Sgt. David M. Evans 

APO, New York, New York 


H awk 

IN HAND ... 


Sirs: 

In Bulletin Board, SOF, May ’81, you 
stated on page 91: “The Army tried to 
buy the improved Hawk missile but the 
request was denied in favor of the 
Patriot. That was 10 years ago, and 
today we still don’t have either the 
improved Hawk or the Patriot, and 
won’t for several more years.’’ I don’t 
know where you got your information 
but it is entirely wrong. 

I got out of the U.S. Army in 1977 as 
a Spec, 5 with a 24E30 MOS, an 
improved Hawk fire-control-systems 
maintenance job. I completed an 
improved Hawk/AN/TP029 guided- 
missile-simulator maintenance transition 
course on 17 July 1974.1 know for a 


fact that we have had improved Hawks 
since January 1974. The missile is now 
in Germany and Korea. When I got out 
it was already considered outdated. So 
your info is wrong. 

Sincerely yours, 

Wayne Keck 
Milford, Ohio 

Thanks for your correction. You *re 
right — our source was wrong, — The 
Eds, 

H ooded 

TYRANTS ... 

Sirs: 

When we left Vietnam, we left some 
good friends and ARVN soldiers behind 
to fight against the NVA. Vietnam was 
lost. Rather than be imprisoned, 
tortured or put to death, as many 
ARVN as could got out of the ’Nam 
and followed us to this land of 
opportunity and freedom. 

But free opportunity was not to be for 
some of our Vietnamese friends who 
may have been our comrades in arms. 
Here in Seabrook, Texas, near Houston, 
they are again being denied freedom of 
choice by tyrants — not communists this 
time — but men parading in hooded 
uniforms and cammies who claim to be 
patriots. 

Do we as soldiers, who speak of just 
causes, who left comrades behind, who 
fought for “freedom” in Vietnam, 
condone these acts by the tyrannic Ku 
Klux Klan? Does SOF condone it? Why 
don’t we support the beleaguered 
Vietnamese people in Seabrook? This 
time it’s not the NVA or communists 
who are driving them out — but we can 
again blame the politicians for allowing 
them to be driven out. 

Hopefully, someday all tyrants will be 
vanquished, and all who have fought 
against them and lost their lives will be 
vindicated. 

Sincerely, 

Ricardo Castillo 
Wharton, Texas 

Enclosed with Ricardo Castillo *s letter 
was a clipping from the 16 March 1981 
Houston Chronicle which described an 
incident in which a shrimp boat carrying 
Ku Klux Klansmen, some robed and 
some armed, circled Clear Creek 
Channel near Seabrook in protest 

Continued on page 68 
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S.W.A.T. COMBAT^MAGAZINE 
EXTENSIONS FOR YOUR SHOTGUN ^ 
Increases shell capacity to 7 (18” or 
longer bbis.), 8 ( 20 " or longer bbis.), or 
10 (26" or longer bbIs.)- Made for Rem¬ 
ington 870,1100; Winchester 1200; and 
Browning 5-A. Installs easily without 
alteration. Now used by the 
Secret Service and others. Full Warran¬ 
ty. Include make, model and gauge 
when ordering. 

7 or 8 SHOT MODEL.$ 22.00 

10 SHOT MODEL (Not available for 

Browning 5-A.,.$36.00 

(Add $2.00 per unit for shipping.) 


H BUY DIRECT AND ^ 
SAVE MONEY 




BRAND NEW RUQER 
MINM4 ACCESSORIES 



SATIS 
GUARANTEED 


FACTION 

OR YOUR MONEY BACK! 




‘S.W.A.T. COM BAT* TM FOLDING 
STOCK Installs easily In minutes. No 
alteration to the weapon Is required. 

#32050 REMINGTON 870.$69.95 

#32052 WINCHESTER 1200.$69.95 

(Add $2.00 shipping per stock.) 

VIETNAM JUNGLE HAT 

The soft collapsible hat 
made famous In Vietnam. 

Very comfortable. ^ ■ y-<i 

Sizes: S,M,L,XL. 

#1150 O.D. GREEN or 
#1160 CAMOUFLAGE. (Specify).". $5.95 
(Add $1.00 per ha t for shippin g!) 

#M164X Complete Hunting Outfit 
including Bushnell 4x scope and 

rings and mount_..... Only $54.95 

#M1639 With 3-9x Bushnell variable 
^$69.95 (Add $2.00 for shipping.] 
NEW 

MILITARY SURPLUS 
BARGAINS! 

Special Sale! 

Brand New Original 
G.L M-65 Field 
Jackets 
Sizes: S.M.L.XL 
^^^>#1100 O.D. GREEN. . $44.95 

#1111 CAMOUFLAGE.....$44.95 

#1121 Original G.l. M-65 Cold Weather 

Field Jacket Liners. S,M,L.Xj_$16.95 

#10008 USMC Camo Poncho..., $29.95 
#10009 G.l, Camo Poncho Liners $29.95 

#10160 New G.I. Compass.$29.95 

#1140 U.S.A.F. MA-1 Flyer’s Jacket. 

Fully reversible, sage green and 
Inter - national Orange. 

Sizes: S.M.L,XL.$41.95 

#10070 New M-17 Qas Mask with 

filters and bag..$ 44.95 

#10052 U.S. Army .45 Auto Belt 

Holster, black.$19.95 

#10053 U.S. Army M-7 Shoulder Hol¬ 
ster. fits .45 auto, black ..... $19.95 
#10084 M-1949 Mountain Sleeping Bag, 
latest issue, mummy style, .. $ 49.95 
AID G.l. 1st Aid Kit. ail emergency 
items in G.l. O.D. case that . $ 5.95 
#10082 G.l. Flashlight with extra filters 

and bulb. O.D.. .$ 4.95 

#10095 U.S. Army O.D. Plastic Canteen 
with latest issue canteen cover $ 6.95 
#11207 U.S.A.F.Sunglasses.gold-plated 

frames, case included.$19.95 

#90012 M P Peerless Hand cuffs $ 19.95 
#10056 G. I. Combat Pack, used $ 5.95 
#10220 Latest Issue C-Rations.. $34.95 
#10050 Canadian Army Browning 9mm 

Ht-Power Holster.....$9.95 

#22279 Gen. British Commando Knife 
with black leather sheath.... $19.95 
#5733 U.S.A-F. Survival Knife with 
leather sheath and sharpening 

stone, 5” blade.$11.95 

#5684 U.S.M.C. Combat Knife 7” 

blade with leather sheath_$14.95 

#1760 U.S. Army Stainless Steel 
Pocket Knife, 4 • blades, 1000 

uses.,......$ 7.95 

#6145 U.S. Army Machete, 18" 
blade with O.D. Sheath ...... $10.95 

*AH items are new. genuine, not Import 
Please add $1.00 shipping for 
first item; for additional ^ 
items add 75*. 




y 


BRAND NEW FACTORY 
FRESH COMBAT & TARGET 
MAGAZINES 

#33206 German Luger 9mm..... $12.95 
#33004 AR-15/M-16 20-shot G.L. $ 4.00 
#33006 AR-15/M-16 30-shot G.L. $ 6.00 
#33008 AR-15/M-16/AR-180/AR-18, 

40-shot steel.$24.95 

#33009 AR-15/M-16 Israeli Army 

30-shot plastic.$ 9.95 

#33000 MInl-14* 20-shot bl $ 9.95 
#33002 Mini 14* 30-shot bl $12.95 
#33010 Browning Hl-Power 

9mm Pistol, 13-shot.$15.00 

#33012 Browning Hi-Power 

9mm Pistol, 22 -shot.$20.00 

#33451 Colt .45 Auto, 7-shot,... $ 5,00 
#34515 Colt .45 Auto, 15-shot.. $15.00 
#33208 S&W Model 39,blued steel$7.00 
#33210 Walter P-38 Smm, blued $12.00 
#33204 Huger 10/22* 25-shot.... $24.95 
(Add $1.00 for first magazine — 50* for 
each additional magazine for 
shipping!) 

W.W. I 






KNUCKLE KNIFE 


NEW 8-SHOT 
TEAR GAS 
REVOLVER 

Fires 8 — .22 cal. 
tear gas cartridges 
or blanks In seconds. Heavy-duty metal 
construction with one-step ejection. 
Checkered grips. You must be over 21. 
Tear gas cannot be sent to California. 
91000 BLUE -Sale Priced at only $9.95 
91002 CHROME -Sale Priced at $10.95 
(Add $2.00 for shipping.) 

91004 Hip Holster.$ 2.95 

91006 Tear Gas Cartridges (10). .$ 2.00 
91008 Extra-Loud Blanks -(100),$ 3.00 

COLT.45 AUTO MAGS & CLIP 
POUCH SET Heavy Duty 
G.l. Canvas Pouch with 2 
brand new G.l. .45 auto 
magazines #452M.. $10.95 

G.LAR-15/M-16 30 ROUND 
MAGS & POUCH SET #M16S 
G.l. Pouch with 3 New G.l. 
30-shot magazines . $24.95 
RUGER MINM4 30 ROUND MAGS & 




#31400 MINI-14* SIDE-FOLDING 
PARATROOPER FOLDING STOCK is 
made of the finest quality materials. 
Folds to right like the Israeli,Galil 
and Swiss SG 53. Series 180 $99.95 
#RMSM Scope Mount, no drilling or 

tapping.....$14.95 

#RM1 Rear Sight Tool, .$ 9.95 

#RM 2 Match Rear Sight, Blued $ 9.95 
#RM4 Flash Hider, Blued Steel, 

installs in seconds...$14.95 

#RM5 Stainless Flash Hider... $ 19.95 
#RM 6 Extra Power Recoil Spring — 
Improves feeding, reliability. Specify 

180 or 181 Series.... $ 4.95 

#RM7 Ventilated Handguard - Very 
best space-age black plastic.. $13.50 
Please add $1.00 for shipping 

BRITISH COMMANDO ^ 
BATTLE JACKET 
LAST CALL! ^ 

This attractive 
jacket Is Brand 
New British govern¬ 
ment surplus. A 
lightweight, rug-i 
ged, all-purposec 
jacket made of O.D. ^ 
color, denim. May 
never be available 


ExS^reproductlon - brass handle, ® with3 New30-shot again .SIz 6 s:S.M,L,' 



6 ” blade. Truly a collector’s Item. 
Check local laws before ordering. You 

must be over 21.#700918... $19.95 

#700918S Special Sale — 2 for $35.00 

(Add $1.50 per knife for shipping) 



magazines #m 16S.— $39.95 ‘Please send height, chest and waist 

(Add $ 1.00 per set for shipping!) measurements for an exact fit. 

‘PARALYZER” #BCBJ. Only $9.95 (Add J2.00 for shipping.) 

TEAR GAS 
WEAPONS 

Causes violent coughing, sneezing, 
tremendous burning sensation to eyes, 
nose, throat and skin — completely 
disabling assailant for 10-15 minutes. 


NEW 

PARATROOPER _^_ _ 

FOLDING STOCKS You must be over 21. No sales to Calif 
Carbine and the Ruger 92000 POCKET MODEL - $4.95. 

SPECIAL — $36./d02en 
92001 KEY RING HOLSTER - Fits 
Pocket Model holds your keys., $2.95 
92004 POLICE MODEL - $6.95 

SPECIAL-$48./doz8n 
(Add $1.00 per unit or $2.50 per dozen 
for shipping) 

* brand 

NEW 

NEW RIOT GUN 


for the M-1 
10/22*! Walnut with blued ordnance 
steel, ready to install by anyone. Fits 
all G.L and commercial Carbines. 
#31000 for G.l. Nat. Ord. and Plain- 

field.$69.95 

#310U0 for Universal Firearms Corp. 

Carbine.... $69.95 

#31022 for Ruger 10/22*Carbine $69.95 
(Add $2.00 for shipping.) 


M-16/AR-15 ACCESSORIES 
#M161 G.l. M-7 Bayonet with sheath 

.$29.95 

#M162 Ordnance & Armorer’s Wrench 

.$ 12.00 

#M163 S.W.A.T. Combat Night Firing 
Device, reduces flash, screws on 

Instantly... $16.95 

#M164 ART AR/15 M-16 SCOPE 
MOUNT $19.95 add $1.00 for shipping 


‘All iler 

W^junk! P 


ping for^ 


BRAND NEW M-1 CARBINE 
ACCESSORIES 

#30016 5-shot Magazine.$ 2.50 

#30018 15-shot Magazine. 2.50 

#30020 30-shot Magazine.$ 3.50 

#30000 60-rd. Jungle Clip — (Clips 

2-30 shot clips together).$ 4.95 

#30002 Sling and Oiler.$ 2.95 

#30022 15-rd. Magazine Pouch — 

holds 2-15 shot mags.$ 1.50 

#30024 30-rd. Magazine Pouch — 

holds 2 or 4-30 shot mags_$ 4.95 

#30010 Flash'Hider.$11.95 

#30008 Muzzle Brake — Reduces 

recoil and muzzle jump.$11.95 

#30006 Double-Ended Piston Nut 

Wrench.$ 2.95 

#30004 Scope Mount, no drilling or 

tapping...$11.95 

#30013 Carbines, Cal. 30 Technical 

Manual...$ 5.95 

(Add $1.00 for shipping) 

Warning this 
THE device Is not to be 

I ii-ri p used for survell- 

1.11 I LC lance! Automat- 

BLACK BOX i cally starts 
recorder when 
telephone Is picked 
up. Records entire 
conversation, both 
sides ... Then 
automat! cally 
stops recorder 
when phone Is hung up! Can be attach¬ 
ed anywhere along the line — plugs In¬ 
to ANY recorder and causes absolutely 
no interference or noise on the phone. 
MINIATURE! Only 1”x2"x3”. 

#90002. SPECIAL SALE! 

Now only...$29.95 

(Add $1.00 for shipping) 



PISTOL GRIP KIT Is legal to 
own and use. ideal for vehicles, 
boats and close combat situations. 
The ultimate In firepower and short¬ 
ness. Used extensively by Federal law 
enforcement officers. Complete with 
two sling loops. Easy to Install. No 
alterations. For Rem. 870, Marlin 120, 
Win. 1200, Mossberg Pump, High Stan¬ 
dard Pump, Win. Mod 12, and Ithica 37. 
(Please specify when ordering.) #RGK. 
.$30.00 (Add $2.00 for shipping.) 


NEW! RARE! QUICK-RELEASE VIET¬ 
NAM ISSUE PISTOL BELT 

#10034.$5.95 

(Add $ 1.00 for shipping) 


THE BLACK BOOK OF 
DIRTY TRICKS 

"Improvised Munitions Handbook," Is 
the most sought after, heretofore Im¬ 
possible to obtain Army Manual, in¬ 
cludes revealing chapters on: Improvis¬ 
ed Explosives and Propellants; Mines 
& Grenades; Small Arms Weapons & 
Ammo; Mortars & Rockets; Incendiary 
Devices; Fuses; Ignition & Delay 
Mechanisms, Plus how to manufacture 
Rocket Launchers, Pistols, Shotguns, 
and Recolless Rifles from easy to ob¬ 
tain materials and much, much more! 
New expanded edition! Limited 
Number Available! ORDER NOW! 
#BB2.. .$10.00 ppd. 


BA, MC, COD'S may call 800-323-3233 - 
$25.00 minimum phone order. Illinois, 
Alaska and Hawaii call 312^93-4466. 
PARELLEX CORP., Chicago Ridge, IL 
60415 Information #312-598-4466. To 
order by mail, use the coupon below or 
separate sheet. Mail with payment. 



Mail to: Parellex Corp. box F. Chicago Ridge, IL 60415 

DEPT. SOF 8 

Please send following_ 


□ Money Order □ Check Enclosed $_ 
CHARGE TO MY: D Mastercharge 


□ Vfsa/Bankamerica Card 


3 L 


Satisfaction Guaranteed or your Money Back! 
My name Is _ 


n 


ILLINOIS RESIDENTS* 
INCLUDE SALES TAX I 


I live at 
City 


State 


-Zip. 


•Ruger Mrni-14 and Mini Ruger to /22 Is □ Please Send new illustrated CatalOQ. 

Catalog free with order. I 
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THE OCL 

,.. conceived for concealment, yet fast 
enough for combat competition, this custom 
crafted carrier accomodates two spare 
magazines at no compromise to discretion or 
speed. A patented magnetic retention system 
makes reserve ammunition or specialty rounds 
instantly available from the contoured, low- 
profile carrier. The rig is sculpted from black 
harness leather for single column .45 AGP or 
9mm parabellum magazines, and adapts to 
belts up to 1-3/4" wide. Priced at $22.50 and 
preferred by professionals the world over, the 
DCL is now available in the United States 
expressly from: 


1377 “K” STREET 
SUITE 515 

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
20005 



A BOW 


Horton Safari Magnum Crossbow. 

The perfect hunting and survival weapon. 

• Compact and light. Weighs just over 
4 lbs. 

• Warp-proof, forest green colored stock. 
Rugged construction. Impervious to 
weather. 

• Magnum powered 125 lb. steel prod. 

• Patented Dial-A-Range® scope sighting 
system. Eliminates “hold-over”. (Telescope 
optional) 

• Complete set includes aperture sights, 
cocking stirrup, and two aluminum bolts. 

• Lifetime Guarantee to original owner. 
Want more details? See your dealer or 
write us for a free brochure. 


nmsHiN 

SIWITi 


Division of General Sporting Goods Corp. 
Box 30-06, 798 Cascadilla St. 

Ithaca, NY 14850 • Phone (607) 273-2993 


COMBAT 
PISTOLCRAFT 

Fast Loads and Long Triggers 


Ken Hackathorn 



A few years back, people thought it 
was impossible to reload a pistol in 
one second or less. But now, IPSC hot¬ 
shots have proved them wrong. 1 re¬ 
member when a two-second reload with 
the Colt .45 auto was considered state of 
the art. Then some top shooters set out 
to get the magazine change down to less 
than that and, over the last couple of 
years, we have seen some unbelievable 
displays of speed loading. 

I first saw a demonstration of fast 
reloading by John Davis of Litchfield, Ill. 
Davis worked out with a Crondex timer. 
He could fire a shot, change magazines 
and fire another shot in 1.2 seconds with 
ease, and often had faster times. 


original — method is to pull the pistol 
back slightly from the Weaver stance 
and to pivot it slightly in the firing hand 
so that the finger comes off the trigger as 
the weak hand goes for the spare maga¬ 
zine. Don’t press the magazine catch 
button until the spare magazine is on its 
way to the pistol butt. This ensures that 
the spare ammo is safely at hand before 
you drop the remaining cartridges with 
the old magazine. While the pistol is still 
near eye level, the spare magazine starts 
up toward the magazine well as the old 
one falls free. Slam the fresh magazine 
home and slide the weak hand back into 
support position. As the pistol goes back 
on target, press the trigger as the sights 



Wilson’s Gunshop supplies E-Z Loader add-on devices for faster speedloading of 
1911-style autos. Note funnel-like effect for fast, easy magazine changes. Price $9.95 
each. Photo; Ken Hackathorn 


Others began developing the art as 
well. Part of getting down to a seven- 
second-or-less “El Presidente” requires a 
super-fast reload. Now the big boys turn 
out speedloads around one second with 
ease. Times of one second or less by 
shooters like Ross Seyfried, Nick Pruitt 
and Raul Walters are well documented. 
These men slam magazines so fast that 
when viewed on film, it looks as if the 
pistol has broken and a part fallen off. 

The fast-reload technique for the .45 
auto now has a cult-like following in 
practical-shooting circles. Two tech¬ 
niques are popular. The first — and 


align on it. 

The second method, made popular by 
Ray Chapman, is similar to the first, but 
the pistol is drawn back closer to the 
body and the elbow is locked against the 
lower ribs. Hold the pistol over on its 
side somewhat, not enough to slow 
down the dumping motion of the maga¬ 
zine, but enough so that the spare maga¬ 
zine is locked into the magazine well. 
Both systems are popular and work well. 

A beveled magazine well is the key to 
speedloading the 1911 auto. To make 

Continued on page 70 
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DESERT 

PUBLICATIONS 

CORNVILLE, ARIZONA 86325 

SEND FOR COMPLETE CATALOG; $1.00 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


COLT .45 AUTO PISTOL 
This book covers nearly every facet of the Colt 
.45 auto pistol. From mechanical training to 
manual of arms for the pistol to marksmanship 
training to complete detailed inspection, dis- 


v: 


TK 

m COLT .45 
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m "" 
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assembly, repair and replace- 
ment of parts. Plus drawings 
on the construction of repair 
tools and fixtures. With over 
100 pages and over 80 clear 
photos and illustrations, this 
book has it all on the legend¬ 
ary Colt .45. A must book for 
any gunsmith or pistol owner. 


SURVIVAL SHOOTING 
By Tom Givens 
Written by a man who carries a gun for a living, 
"Survival Shooting" is packed with valuable 
information for police and civilians alike. Among 
the topics covered are weapon 
selection, calibers and ammu¬ 
nition, defensive handloads, 
night firing, holsters, weapon 
modifications, troubleshoot¬ 
ing the handgun and much 
more. Whether your interest 
in combat shooting is street 
survival or winning matches, 
this is the book for you. 

.. $6.95 



WALTHER P-38 PISTOL 
By Major George Nonte 
A complete volume on the famous P-38, by one 
of the world’s leading handgun experts. All facets 
are covered, from the history, development and 
variations to practical field 
use and maintenance tech¬ 
niques. PLUS a full section 
on newer double-action mili¬ 
tary autos such as the S&W 
M39 and M59 and H&K 
P9S. With nearly 100 pages 
and nearly 80 illustrations, 
this Is the COMPLETE book 
of the incomparable P-38. 

..$4.95 


Walther 

P-38 
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CHECKLIST FOR SURVIVAL 
By Tony & Jo-Anne Lesce 
Until "Checklist For Survival", survival advice 
for the average American who is trying to support 
a wife and kids on a budget has been largely 
ignored. Now, the authors 
have filled the void with a 
book which is just what the 
name implies —* a checklist 
I for survival. The reader is 
given a number of scenarios 
for potential survival situa¬ 
tions and a checklist of sup- 
^ plies and preparations to rate 
their own chance for survival. 
.$4.95 
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F.N. F.A.L. AUTO RIFLES 
Long out of print, this definitive study of one of 
the Free World’s finest combat rifles is once 
again available. Descriptions of mechanical func¬ 
tioning, operation and stripping of the rifle are 
> highly detailed and accom- 

F.IL fJLL panied by nearly 200 large. 
Auto Rifles photos. Model variations 

7ai^»an> and accessories such as L.A.R. 

light and paratrooper models 
and bipods, flash-hiders and 
infrared sniping scopes are 
also covered, A comprehen¬ 
sive overview of a truly 
legendary weapon. 

133...$6.95 



NUCLEAR SURVIVAL 




^ ' Thie 


A one stop source of survival information dealing 
with nuclear disaster. Radiation hazards are dis¬ 
cussed in a non-technicaI, easy to understand 
manner. Some of the subjects covered are: Basic 
Concepts: Effects of Radia¬ 
tion; Maximum Permissible 
Exposures; Principles of Radi¬ 
ation Detection & Rules-of- 
Thumb Methods of Comput¬ 
ing Dose Rates. Several typical 
shelter plans are also included 
for both above and below 
ground. Large SVzxll format, 
softcover, 80 pp., Illustrated, 
. $5.95 









THE BROWNING HI-POWER PISTOLS 
This volume thoroughly explores all facets of the 
various military and civilian models, from use, 
disassembly, maintenance and detail repair to 
history and accessories. With nearly 50 pages and 
40 clear illustrations, this 
volume is undoubtedly the 
most comprehensive work in 
print on these pistols. Instruc¬ 
tions on how to take it down 
to the last pin for inspection 
& repair, how to zero it, 
virtually every aspect of this 
arm is covered in finely 
illustrated detail. 
. $3.95 


BffOWMK 

ff-POWER 





SHOOTOUT II 
By Tony Lesce 
It may be fun to win a trophy shooting at targets 
on the range, but it’s a whole new ballgame when 
the target shoots back. The author’s concern is 
with combat survival, not 
combat competition. A com¬ 
pilation of combat shooting 
data for handguns, shotguns 
and rifles. Whether you're a 
police officer, foot soldier, 
storekeeper or homeowner, 
this book can help you to 
earn the highest ranking title 
In combat shooting — survivor. 
447 . $7.95 

THOMPSON SUBMACHINE GUNS 
Few arms in history have had the success, and 
publicity, of the famous Thompson submachine 
guns. This book puts under one cover the most 
complete listing of practical and technical 
“Tommy Gun" information 
ever published. Five complete 
volumes reprinted under one 
cover, all uncut. British and 
American ordnance manuals 
as well as the Auto-Ordnance 
catalog are included. Over 
230 information-packed pages 
brimming with exploded view 
illustrations & valuable info. 
031 ... $7.95 








THE M.14 RIFLE 

The M-14 rifle is still thought by many to be the 
finest assault rifle the U.S. has ever developed. 
In this well illustrated and informative manual, 
the M-14 and M-14E2 are covered thoroughly. 

Complete disassembly and 
assembly are covered, as well 
as: operatiorrand functioning, 
stoppages and immediate ac¬ 
tion, maintenance, ammuni¬ 
tion, and accessories. This is 
a must book for anyone who 
owns an M-14 rifle or any 
student of arms or arms 
development. 

015.$4.95 


TSMUIVU 



THE SHOTGUN IN COMBAT 
By Tony Lesce 
For the first time ever, a comprehensive study of 
the use of a shotgun in combat situations. A one- 
stop source of vital Information including: A Brief 
History of the Shotgun; Test 
Your Ammo for Reliability; 
Improvised Loads for the 
Shotgun; Shotgun Wounds; 
Preparing for Combat; Non- 
lethal Use of the Shotgun; 
Conditioned Reflexes; Night 
Encounters; Questions and 
Answers, and much more. 
5 V 2 X 8 V 2 , softcover, illustrated. 
.$5.- 








FULL AUTO: AR-1 5 Modification Manual 
Step by step instructions for converting this 
popular rifle to FULL AUTO fire. Auto-Sears 
clearly explained with reviews of several brands. 
Although automatic weapons are not commonly 

_ ^ / found among the civilian 

population, they are legal to 
own In most areas (with prior 
BATF approval). Even if you 
don't plan to convert your 
AR-15, you owe it to your¬ 
self to know how. The day 
may come when a well armed 
populace means the difference 
between slavery & freedom. 
.$4.95 J 




FIRST AID FOR SOLDIERS & SPORTSMEN 
The book for when first aid may be the only aid! 
There are many volumes already in print on this 
vital subject, but none like this superb volume. 
This Is the book you want when there is no doc¬ 
tor for 500 rniles. Plenty of 
PRACTICAL ’& DETAILED 
FiRSi WO guidance through the real 
emergencies, from splinting a 
broken finger to closed chest 
heart massage to splinting a 
broken back. Nearly 160 life¬ 
saving pages, over 100 illus¬ 
trations, lists of medical sup¬ 
plies. Fully indexed. 

413.$4.95 




DESERT 

Dept. SF 


PUBLICATIONS 

Cornville, AZ 86325 


K 


Name 


Address 

City 


. State. 


-Zip- 


Qty. 


AR-15, M-16 and M-16A1 5.56mm RIFLES 
Complete coverage of civilian sporter models and 
military variations and new developments. Gives 
specs on such military developments as the Com¬ 
mando Submachine Gun, .223 Heavy Barreled 
Automatic Rifle, and 40mm 
grenade launchers. Every facet 
of the controversial M-16 — 

Ar-15 family is covered, from 
use, detailed disassembly and 
inspection to complete repair 
and maintenance of both 
military and civilian models. 

Large 8 ‘Aixl 1 format, over 
100 pages, well illustrated. jjgn 

^syV^lO.. ..$6.95y\^c 


Title or Book No. 


Price 


AZ Add 4% State Sales Tax 


Total 


If you wish to add this purchase to your: 
-MASTER CARD or VISA- 
Include card number, expiration date and 
signature on separate paper and mail in with 
order. 
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IN REVIEW 



FIREWORKS. By Jeff Cooper. The 
Janus Press, P.O. Box 578, Rogue 
River, OR 97537. 1980. Illustrated. 192 
pp. $19.95. Review by Bob Poos. 

ROSPECTIVE purchasers of Jeff ^ 
Cooper’s latest book, Fireworks, 
should be aware that it is not an entirely 
original production. Of the 25 short 
stories, essays and recollections, 14 are 
reprints from magazines — three of 
them from SOF. 

Nor is it a gun book like Cooper’s 
earlier Cooper on Handguns^ although 
there are some articles in it dealing 
primarily with technical firearms 
information. 

The material ranges from “The 
Deadly American” — first published 
under that title in SOF in 1976 — a 
treatise on America’s violent past, 
particularly in the West, to 
“Augardientes De Agave,” a 
dissertation on the delights of the 
Mexican liquor of that name. 

However, reprint or original, personal 
reminiscence or essay on gun control, 
the writing is strictly Jeff Cooper’s — a 
style not likely to be mistaken. 

Some SOF readers may find it a trifle 
scholarly for their tastes, for Cooper is 
an extremely intelligent, refined and 
superbly educated man. Others will find 
it delightful. I personally enjoyed it 
(although I found myself making 
frequent trips to the dictionary and I 
have a better-than-average vocabulary). 


Be that as it may. Cooper couldn’t write 
in any other fashion even if he wanted 
to. And his legion of fans wouldn’t 
want him to. 

Cooper’s personality — scholarly, 
courtly Gentleman of the Old School — 
permeates this slim volume. That is the 
best thing about it. Jeff Cooper Js a 
most unusual man who has spent most 
of his life dealing in or with violent 
pursuits, and absorbing even a little of 
his philosophy and personality is a 
worthwhile pursuit. 

I found the most enjoyable chapters 
of the book those dealing with Cooper’s 
recollections from the time he was a 
boy, his experiences as an officer of 
Marines and his adventures in Latin 
American countries while helping their 
duly constituted authorities or more 
responsible citizens improve self-defense 
and security capabilities. 

His interview with Hans Ulrich Rudel, 
a flier who was the most highly 
decorated soldier of the German army in 
WWII, is fascinating. 

But one wonders why Cooper included 
some of the material he did. For 
example, his elegy, “To An American 
Serving in Vietnam,” was an eloquent, 
moving tribute to the U.S. fighting man 
at a time when most writers condemned 
him as a bloodthirsty savage intent upon 
destroying the gentle, peace-loving 
peoples of Southeast Asia and ravaging 
their lands. That is, it was at the time. 
Today it seems a little dated and, 
perhaps, quaint. 

Yet it is obviously one of Cooper’s 
favorites, and this book is an anthology 
of his own best-liked works. 

The book is handsomely illustrated 
with 14 drawings by Fred Lucas, a 
leading artist on Western themes. 

Bob Poos, an expert with the handgun 
himself, is SOF*s Executive Editor. 


THE BATTLE OF HAMBURG. By 
Martin Middlebrook. Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, 597 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 
10017. 1981. 424 pp. Blustrated. $17.95. 
Review by John Metzger. 

ILITARY historian Martin 
Middlebrook provides readers 
with a detailed, harrowing description of 


what it was like to be a victim of the 
massive air strikes over Hamburg, 
Germany, in July 1943. 

Not only does Middlebrook describe 
the battle vividly, but he goes back 
almost 30 years and explains the 
developments in strategic bombing that 
eventually led to one of the Allies’ 
greatest successes in WWII. 

The book is well-illustrated with maps 
and photos, and Middlebrook offers an 
elaborate analysis of Allied success and 
German failure. 

This complex narrative will furnish the 
WWII history buff with a new 
understanding of “firestorm raid” 
strategy — and its results. 


MISSILES OF THE WORLD. By 
Michael J. Taylor. New York: Charles 
Scribner’s Sons. 1980. 152 pp. Amply 
illustrated In black and white. $14.95. 
Review by Fred Reed. 

reasonably good, compact 
reference book on missiles in 
service or under development throughout 
the world. On the average, each missile 
receives a half-page of text in addition 
to a photograph. Included is 
information on size, guidance, range, 
warhead, means of propulsion, 
development and deployment. 


DON’T BECOME THE VICTIM: A 
Guide to Effective Anticrime Measures, 
By A Reformed Convict. By Marcus 
Wayne Ratledge. Paladin Press, Ingram 
Book Co., 347 Reedville Dr., Nashville, 
TN 37217. 1981. 105 pp. $6.00. Review 
by Fred Reed. 

cleanly written, well-informed 
guide to avoiding the commonest 
crimes: auto theft, burglary, robbery, 
con games, shoplifting, murder, rape 
and vice crime. Ratledge considers each 
crime from the criminal’s point of view, 
explaining what the criminal looks for in 
choosing victims and what is likely to 
deter him. His advice is practical and, in 
most cases, requires little investment. 

The book offers advice on protecting 
both individuals and businesses. 
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THE SOLDIER’S HANDBOOK 

IS A MUST 

FOR THE SURVIVALIST 


THE SOLDIER'S HANDBOOK 


-2l $ioo«> n-n 

^ AMANUAL FOR SURVIVKU. 



SOLDIERS 

HAIVDBOOK 


_Q. 

numtD n II. COL/umnnr •. ■imn.iht) 

^ “America's Most Decorated Soldier" 


Limited Edition 

$ 100.00 

only 50,000 Copies 
wni Be Sold 

AMERICA’S 

SUPER 

SOLDIER 

ANTHONY B. 

HERBERT 

LT. COL, RET. 

This survival manual 
is essential if a catas¬ 
trophe ever strikes 
our land. I’d rather 
have it than a gun. 
Jim Townsend 
Editor 


THIS TEXT IS A VIRTUAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF EXTRAORDINARY 
TECHNIQUES AND TIPS ON HOW TO FIGHT. PROTECT YOURSELF 
AND KILL! HOW TO BLOW UP THINGS AND COMMIT MAYHEM! AND 
SURVIVE THE OPENING CHAPTERS DISTILL COURAGE AND 
DECISION MAKING TO BASIC TECHNIQUES WHICH DO AWAY WITH 
LABORIOUS EXERCISES AND TIME CONSUMING TRAINING. IT 
REDUCES HAND TO HAND COMBAT TO THE VERY ESSENTIALS OF 
HOW TO KILL SUDDENLY WITH YOUR BARE HANDS IN WAYS WHICH 
CAN BE LEARNED IN SECONDS: HOW TO FIGHT WITH A KNIFE THE 
FIRST TIME YOU PICK ONE UP. CORRECTLY. SIMPLY AND 
EFFECTIVELY! HOW TO CONSTRUCT LETHAL EXPEDIENT 
EXPLOSIVE DEVICES FROM BASE HOUSEHOLD-GROCERY ITEMS; 
HOW TO SURREPTITIOUSLY ENTER BUILDINGS, OFFICES. SAFES. 
FILE CABINETS. DESKS AND VEHICLES; PROFESSIONAL METHODS 
OF ASSASSINATION THAT REQUIRE NO SPECIAL SKILLS OR 
EQUIPMENT OR PRACTICE; TIPS ON SURVIVAL IN JUNGLES. THE 
ARCTIC. ON THE DESERT. AND IN BARROOMS. OR ON THE 
STREETS: THE BASIC KNOTS AND ROPE TRICKS WHICH PERMIT 
YOU TO DO ALMOST ANYTHING WITH A ROPE SHORT OF SERVING 
rr FOR DINNER; HOW TO CONSTRUCT EXPEDIENT WEAPONS AND 
SILENCERS; EMERGENCY NO-NONSENSE COMBAT FIRST AID; 
PATROL TIPS THAT MAKE THE DIFFERENCE ON RAIDS. AMBUSHES. 
ESTABLISHMENT OF CLANDESTINE BASES, COUNTER-AMBUSH 
TECHNIQUES, SEARCH. HANDLING OF POWS; AND MOREI-BY 
AMERICA S MOST DECORATED AND COMPLETE SOLDIER-TONY 
HERBERT. AND IT FITS INTO YOUR FATIGUE TROUSER POCKET- 
ALL 600 PLUS PAGES. 

NOTHING LIKE IT HAS EVER BEFORE BEEN AVAILABLE 

SOME WILL OBJECT TO THIS TEXT BUT THE METHODS AND 
TECHNIQUES EXPLAINED HAVE BEEN PASSED ON THROUGH THE 
OFFICES OF THE CIA. DIA, FBI AND TERRORIST ORGANIZATION 
HEADQUARTERS FOR YEARS. A KNOWLEDGE OF SAME CAN ONLY 
ENHANCE YOUR PROFESSIONAL CAPABILITIES AS WELL AS AID 
YOU IN PROTECTING AGAINST THEM. 


THE SOLDIER S HANDBOOK.$100.00 


The National Educator 


Cloverleaf Books offers you a unique opportunity to obtain a 
limited edition of THE SOLDIER’S HANDBOOK by 
Anthony B. Herbert, LtCol., Ret., at a price of $100.00 per 
copy. Each book is numbered and will be autographed by 
the author. Numbered copies will be issued in the order in 
which filled out coupons, accompanied by checks, are 
received. 


A quote from former astronaut Wally Schirra: 

“If you are a survivor of an airplane crash, I would hope that 
you would have THE SOLDIER’S HANDBOOK in your 
survival kit. If you don’t plan to survive, take a martini!” 


Only nine men in history have won the Osminieh (Turkey’s 
Medal of Honor) — Eight Turkish soldiers and America’s 
Tony Herbert only one of his many unique 
accomplishments. 


Quantity 

Item 

Price ea 

Amount 


Soldier’s Handbook 

$100.00 


Total Amount 
Shpg. & Hdig. 
Satisfaction guaranteed jotal of above 


2.95 



days and we will refund 
your money. 

Check or Money Order Payable to Cloverleaf Books 


Los Angeles Herald Examiner, Wednesday, Aug. 27 

The book’s already a big hit among old military hands, 
narcotics folk, cops, corporations and individuals with more 
than just a little to protect. And, promises Herbert, the book 
will be updated periodically. Which might prove necessary. 
After all, you never know when another Noble Cause may 
come loping around the next corner. □ 


CLOVERLEAF BOOKS 
P.O. Box 3168 Dept. 7Z 
Englewood, CO 80155 


Please fill in below 


Name __ 

Address —_ 

City _State_Zip 


CHARGE IT! 


■ Master Charge ■ BankAmericar Visa 


Account # 

(all digits) I I I t I f I I I I 

Master Charge 

Expiration Date _Bank No. 

Signature (required if using credit card) 



(303) 770-9797 
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I Was There 

by |an Schwarzenberg 
as told to M.L. Jones 


On 13 April 1976, Jan Schwarzenberg 
was working as a security officer for a 
large university in Chicago and taking 
classes toward his undergraduate degree. 
As he tells it: 

’D been studying for hours at the 
campus library, and at about 11:00 
p.m. I headed for a restaurant across the 
street for a late-night snack. 

The restaurant’s night manager, 
Charlie, was putting money into an 
envelope for someone whom I assumed 
to be his night-deposit man. When I 
stepped up to the register to chat with 
Charlie, the man told me to move 
around to his other side. I looked down 
and saw the cocked .32 nickel revolver 
in his hand on the counter. 

I moved next to Charlie, who was still 
stuffing money. The man told me to 
empty my wallet. His revolver pointed at 
my stomach as I pulled it out. I made 
damn sure he did not see the badge in 
my wallet, and dropped the money on 
the counter. 

Charlie was taking his time getting the 
money together. (I later found out that 
the cook had seen the robbery go down 


and had called the police.) Charlie was 
purposely stalling for time. 

Meanwhile, I tried to decide what to 
do. The man was about three feet from 
me. I thought of slamming my hand 
between the hammer and the frame — 
but the gun was now pointing at Charlie 
and I did not want to take a chance with 
his life. In addition, the man had about 
two inches and 50 pounds on me. 

Just then, the getaway car drove up, 
halting in the bus stop outside, and the 
driver looked anxiously into the 
restaurant. Charlie had run out of 
money. The hold-up man ordered us 
into the back of the restaurant and fled. 
But the passenger door to the getaway 
car was locked — and the first squad car 
pulled up. 

Denny Eichler of the 20th District 
hopped out and stood in the middle of 
four lanes of traffic with his gun out 
and pointed. His partner, Tom 
Weyland, took cover behind the trunk 
of the squad car. 

I now came barreling out of the 
restaurant. (Denny told me later he 
almost blew me away because it took 


him a minute to figure out who the 
robber was.) The driver of the getaway 
car was still at the wheel, about to roar 
off. 

I ran up behind the car, threw open 
the door on the driver’s side and hauled 
him out. I put him up against the car 
and frisked and cuffed him. Then I 
looked across the roof of the car and 
saw that the robber still had his gun. I 
ducked and Denny cocked. The man 
dropped his weapon. 

It took two years to go to trial; but 
we got a conviction. Robert Barnett was 
sentenced to eight years in Joliet 
State Prison. At the time of the robbery 
he had been out on bond — for armed 
robbery. Incidentally, the driver was 
released. Insufficient probable cause. 


It Happened 
To Me 

by Steve Byers 
as told to M.L. Jones 


Until April 1979, Steve Byers, an 
American, was in Rhodesia as a security 
guard on a farm called Lesbury Estates, 
approximately 15 miles from Rusape, On 
a morning that started like any other, he 
made his first contact with terrorists. As 
he tells it: 

T was 0530 on 16 March. Because a 
light mist was falling, I decided to 
put the canvas top on our Armadillo, an 



ASSAULT 

SYSTEmS 


P.O. Box 20615 St. Louis. Mo. U.S.A. 63139 
314/351-4454 


ORQERING INFORiiftTlON ! 

Ail itemsJn stoclcforimmedlate delivery. MastfiR£harg^V{sa 
o^C.0.^6r^©rs(ma^Bwc^«^W«3!^ks. • 

Add $3.00 per order for postage & handling. 

Canada and Hawaii add $5.00 per order shipping/harKlIing 
Send $1.00 for complete Assault Systems brochure 
(Free with order 

^en ordering case ■ spect^ color and type of weapcnr. 

Jii Assault Systems Gear unconditionally Guaranteed. 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 


1. ASSAULT RIFLE CASE (Pat. Pend.), black or camotlauge Constructed o( nylon. Available for all assault rifles. Will carry: Rifle. (5) Mags, Scope. Bi-Pod. Hand Gun and more. Military Ouality—Fully padded 
Inside. All enclosures are velcro or zippered. Complete with padded adjustable shoulder sling and carrying handle. SPECIFY WEAPON SSQ. 

2. SHOULDER HOLSTER (Pat. Pend ), black ballistic nylon weighs less than 'h lb. Adjustable nylon strap and velcro straps for securing weapon. Military Quality. Fits all 4S's and most medium and large 

auto's. Can be worn military style or concealed. How available for med. frame revolver and left hand draw. SPECIFY S2B. 

3. FLIGHT SAG, black or camoflauge - (14'1 x 11 "H x-9’‘W) One large outside zippered comparlment/with shoulder strap. Ideal carry-on airline size with shoulder strap. S36. 

4. MEDIUM ASSAULT BAG, black or camoflauge - (22''Lx 10"H x 12"W) Large bag with zippered inside compartment. Will hold complete Alice Gear. Ideal carry-on airline size with shoulder strap. S36. 

5. PRO ASSAUALT BAG, black or camoflauge - (27”L x 15"H x 16"W). Our largest gear bag. one main compartment and one large outside zippered compartment. with shoulder 

strap. 350. 

6. PISTOL CASES, black only. Constructed of waterproof-tear resistant cordura nylon. Surrounds pistol with one inch thick foam padding. Available in three sizes: 10" 37.G0, 12" SB.OO, 14" S9.00 

7. WALLET, black or camoflauge. Constructed ot nylon. Trf-fold style with velcro flap nnd Assault Systems logo. $7.95 

8. SUPPRESSOR DUMMY, does not quiet weapon but looks like original sionics. Exact duplicate weight and size. Attaches to ritle and can be fired through. Comes with letter of approval from A.T.F. Available 
for AR-15, M-16 ISO. H-K 91 and 93 375. MIA and M14 375. 

9. HAT (not shown) black nylon baseball style, with ASSAULT SYSTEMS logo. 36.95 
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NOWITCANBETOLD! 

CTlOTfUSV 



If you are too squeamish to read 
this ad, STOP here! If you are look¬ 
ing for a proven INSTANT SELF-DE¬ 
FENSE system, READ ON! What you 
are about to read is ACTUAL .. . 
REAL . . . PROVEN and GUARAN- 
TEED ABILITY TO ''DESTROY" your 
aggressor,..BEFORE HE "DESTROYS" 
YOU! 

Who knows the human anatomy 
better than your doctor? 

Ask any doctor to ascertain that 
which we are about to tell you and 
he will agree . . . the "NINJA SYS¬ 
TEM OF DEFENSE" is the answer. 

WHY? The human body is the 
greatest gift any person on this 
earth has been bequeathed by the 
Divine Power. However, It is what 
living experiences do to this gift 
which enables the average human 
being to live a full life. 

In the Ninja System of Self-De¬ 
fense we guarantee . . . yes. . .. 

WE GUARANTEE YOUR MONEY WILL 
BE WISELY SPENT 

• you will learn gross anatomy 

#you will learn about the skeletal system 
#you will learn about the muscular system 

• you will learn about the nervous system 

• you will learn about the respiratory system 

FREE OF EXTRA COST- 
SECOND STEEL NINJA 
WITH THIS AD ONLY. 

We expect a lot of back lash from our readers . . . 
especially the squeamish ones. However, if this 
new knowledge will help to save one life! . .. 

WE WILL BE PLEASED! 

P\.V)S^ free manual on "DIM MAK" 
POISON HAND DEATH TOUCH TECHNIQUE 'll 


Atk yourtsif: 

ARE YOU RUGGED ENOUGH MENTALLY? 

DO YOU LIVE IN OR NEAR A 
DEPRESSED AREA? 

DO YOU WORK IN OR NEAR A 
LIFE-THREATENING SITUATION? 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN MUGGED? 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN RAPED OR 
NEAR RAPED? 

DO YOU FEAR FOR YOUR LIFE? 

THE SMALL MONIES YOU WILL INVEST will bring 
you a life FREE of tension ONCE YOU HAVE 
LEARNED THE SYSTEM! 

WE HAVE SENT OUT THOUSANDS OF COURSESI W« 
have had only three returns. ALL FROM PARENTS OF 
CHILDREN WHO SIGNED THE PLEDGE FALSELY! 

IF YOU DO NOT AGREE THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED 
MORE THAN YOUR MONEY'S WORTH .. , YOUR 
PURCHASE PRICE WILL BE CHEERFULLY REFUNDEDIII 

We warn you. The knowledge is "hair-raising". Out 
of thirty years of involvement in Judo, Ju-Jitsu 
and Chinese Karate . . . comes this system. 

COURSE INCLUDES PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED BOOK 

DIAMOND TIP SURGICAL STEEL NINJA "WEAPON" 

VITAL CHART OF ANATOMY WITH 

NINJA STRIKE POINTS 

UP TO DATE CATALOG OF CLASSICAL 

MARTIAL ARTS BOOKS AT 20 TO 60% OFF RETAIL 

BUTOKUKAI 

53 West 72nd Street 
New York, N.Y. 10023 

Rush NINJA INSTANT SELF DEFENSE COURSE and 
NINJA EQUALIZER for only FIVE DOLLARS 
Add $1J)0 postage and handling. 

Now includes DEATH TOUCH MANUAL 
and extra NINJA 




Name- 


Address- 
City_ 


. State- 


-Zip. 


I am over 18 years of age, I promise to occopt 
□ the responsibility of this new knowledge. 

□ CashQMoney Order DCheck Sorry No C.O.D.'s 

Foreign Countriei submit Int'l M.O. or Bonk Draft poyoble 
^ in U.S. fundi. Add 50% more for postoge. ^ 
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\JBt\ NEW-- 
COMBAT PRODUCTS 
For Your Colt 45 AGP 



(Aj WILSON’S SHOK-BUFF 

Q JA/WWIAA $5.50 

Eliminates battering of contact surfaces, 
metal to metal impact and cracked frames. 
Used by 9 of the top 16 shooters at the 1980 
IPSC Nationals in Hampton, Virginia. 

(B) PPS GRIP 

Positions hand positively on $14.95 
grip for quick draw and rapid fire technique. 

(C) E-Z LOAD 

SQ 95 Makes a rapid magazine 
loading a snap by provi¬ 
ding a beveled magazine 
well which is easily at¬ 
tached to the base of the 
weapon. 


(D) COMBAT MAGAZINE FOLLOWER 
ANO SPRING 

$5.95 

Complete with ^^e follower is modeled 
of high impact, self lubri¬ 
cating nylon. This proven 
design is stable, insures 
positive feeding and eli¬ 
minates slide stop mal¬ 
functions. Can be loaded 
easily through top of 
magazine tube. Special 
design of follower and 
spring allows the maga¬ 
zine to hold 7 rounds. 


(E) MAGAZINE BUTT PAO 



The best in the industry. Made of the toughest 
synthetic available. Guaranteed never to 
tear up. 

ROGERS' catalogs feature many more acces¬ 
sories for the shooter. CATALOGS SI .50 


rogers 

1736 ST. JOHNS BLUFF ROAD 
JACKSONVILLE. FLORIDA 32216 
FOR ORDERS: CALL 
TOLL FREE 1 (800)874-1610 


Spring 




armored Land Rover, which we used 
when we checked the security of our 
farm boundaries. I took Moses, our 
compound policeman, with me so he 
could operate the mobile radio while I 
drove. He had been on the other side 
once—but became disillusioned by the 
murder of women and children by his 
terrorist companions. 

By 0600 we were running our usual 
route on the Willows Road to the 
Macheke Bridge. The bridge had been 
blown by terrs only a few hours after 
Dave Crawley, another Yaiik, and I had 
crossed it on a recent patrol late one 
night. Now it was intact, so we headed 
for Urmston Barns and Paddock No. 5 
to check the fence line for signs of last 
night’s stock thefts. It was a beautiful, 
fresh, clean morning, but it was difficult 
staying on the slippery roads. 

At 0630, as I approached the gum-tree 
plantation in the Urmston Paddock, all 
hell broke loose. An RPG-7 ripped past 
me from my right and tracers exploded 
from the brush on both sides of me—it 
looked like the 4th of July. The rocket 
passed over our heads and AK-47s 
crackled, shattering the morning 
stillness. I halted about 40 yards from 
the terrs’ ambush position and 
attempted to fire the cannons mounted 
on the Armadillo: they failed. I tried to 
get Moses to use the radio, but he was 
too terrified. 

It was time to leave. I turned left off 
the road through some small gum trees, 
went past a fence and back onto the 
road, where I stopped. I couldn’t fire 



Steve Byers returns to home base after 
nine days in Rhodesian bush. Weapon is 
FN FAL. 


back with the top on. I finally got 
Moses to radio camp—no reply. 

When we reached the compound at 
0730, we found our boss BS-ing with a 
newly arrived army unit. He hadn’t 
turned on his radio that morning. I told 
him and the soldiers about the ambush 
and showed them the dings on the 
Armadillo. We returned to the ambush 
site but the terrs had bombshelled. 


Later that day, we moved into the 
Tribal Trust Land (TTL) on info we’d 
received. A group of terrs was spotted 
crossing from the Wakefield area across 
the Macheke into Dowa. 

After we set up our ambush position, 
everything happened at once. We 
spotted three terrs walking into an open 
field. Their comrades were still hiding in 
the bush. Suddenly, two African women 
ran out, yelling, *^Myana, myana {run, 
run)!” We dropped two of the men 
instantly. The third was hit, but luckier 
than his comrades. He, the two bodies 
and the two women were given 
accommodation at the Rusape British 
South Africa Police (BSAP) 
Headquarters. 

When I returned to Lesbury, I 
remembered that last night I had been 
alone, walking the fence line across from 
Dowa in the same area as the ambush. 
How close had I been to the terrs? 

Last year I learned that Moses was 
killed in an ambush along the Willows 
Road leading to the Macheke Bridge. He 
was a good man. 


I F you have a combat or adventure 
story for *7t Happened to Me” or 
‘7 Was There/* triple-space type it 
and send it to SOF, P,0. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306, Attn: MX. Jones. 
All stories should be 500 words or less. 
Upon publication, SOF will become 
owner of all publication rights. Sub¬ 
mitted articles are subject to editing 
and revision, although their content 
and theme will not be changed. 

Photos (with captions and credits) 
are also helpful. Captions should be 
typed on a separate sheet of paper and 
keyed to each photograph. 

Enclose a stamped, self-addressed 
en velope so we can notify you of ac¬ 
ceptance or return your story. Article 
payment is $50, upon publication. All 
entrants will receive an SOF patch. 





POWS/MIAS 


CAN’T COME HOME 

WITHOUT YOUR HELP 
Contact: 

Ann Mills Griffiths 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 
OF FAMILIES 
1608 "K" Street, N.W. 
^/Vashington^^^^OOO^ 
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sNy THE CRASH IS COMING...AND 
SO ARE RUNAWAY INFLATION AND 
CIVIL TURMOIL! WILL A DICTATOR¬ 


SHIP AND GUN CONFISCATION BE NEXT? 


^“Nlstorhcallv, other nations have followed 
'^this pattern! Arneric^ is rapidly heading the 
same way. What makes us believe that we 
can escape?” . . . NOW cautions international 
lecturer-consultant and economist Hans J. 
Schneider in his new 288 page book, TIME¬ 
LY AND PROFITABLE HELP FOR TROUB¬ 
LED AMERICANS. Written by one who has 
personally gone through all of this before, it 
is the RIGHT book at the RIGHT time—a 
lifesaver for the American people in this hour. 
In addition to his writings, many speeches in 
almost 100 countries as well as radio and tele¬ 
vision appearances have already stirred mil¬ 
lions around the world. 

How would you like to live in a nation 
where: A wheelbarrow of money barely buys 
a loaf of bread and prices on restaurant menus 
are meaningless because they jump higher 
while one is eating the meal. 

Mr. Schneide;r comes from a country which, 
not long ago, experienced this economic night¬ 
mare of runaway inflation. 

we are NOW facing worse times in America. 
Unfortunately, most people aren't ready. The 
dollar has been devalued somewhere between 
75% and 90% since 1940. Inflation and taxes 
already consume most of your income. U.S. 
taxpayers are now on the hook for at least 
$7.5 trillion. Your personal share exceeds 
$150,000. Add to this a heavily margined 
stock market and a loan/deposit ratio in our 
banks at a similar level to the one just before 
the Great Depression, and you will see why 
we are living on borrowed time. But are YOU 
primed for what's ahead??? 

TIMELY AND PROFITABLE HELP FOR 
TROUBLED AMERICANS hits the bull's- 
eye! In it survival expert Hans J. Schneider 
reveals his proven plan for YOUR freedom 
and survival in the midst of economic and 
civil turmoil. 

An extraordinary life uniquely qualified 
Hans to write it JUST FOR TIMES LIKE 
THESE! He endured much physical suffering 
and privation under two dictatorships, includ¬ 
ing 5 years under Communism. As his country 
struggled through another economic and polit¬ 
ical crash, a serious illness almost took his life. 
His father, a former Industrialist, lost about 
$10 million overnight, was imprisoned and 
told that he wOuld be shot the next day. 

As thousands of a disarmed populace were 
murdered, conditions were so severe that they 
had to arrive at ingenious ways to survive, 
and solve food and clothing problems ... let 
Mr. Schneider tell you about it. 

Having survived terribly adverse circum¬ 
stances many times, he knows first hand what 
worked and what did not. Why endure like 
hardships if you can learn from a man of such 
caliber? This invaluable knowledge will help 
you in similar times ahead. 

Chapter 19, "Emergency Short-Term Sur¬ 
vival," alone can save the lives of you and 
your loved ones. It is a crash course in the 
most essential areas if time is of the essence 
and things are caving in around you. In it the 
author gives you the best food tests derived 
from his own experience and in-depth research 
of various survival manuals. Knowledge of 
these tests is a MUST. The same lifesaving 
chapter will show you what to do when you 
get lost In the wild country, or If you were re¬ 
located from where you NOW live, and how 
to provide almost instant shelter and heat. 
You will receive vital information on survival 
hunting, unusual remedies, first aid, and ori¬ 
entation. Lists of essential items for the sur¬ 
vival kit (most of which can be obtained local¬ 
ly and easily carried with you in times of 
emergency) are included. 


Now discover how you can: 

• Protect and Increase your savings by infla¬ 
tion/depression-proof Investments. 

• Choose an exciting occupation least vulner¬ 
able to unemployment. 

• Live simply for LESS and enjoy it MORE, 

• Locate your place of refuge (things to look 
for, what to avoid), 

• Be completely independent when energy 
sources give out by producing your own 
electricity without gasolines different ways. 

• Get in top physical condition with the right 
type of diet for your geographical location 
and lifestyle. 

• Protect yourself from auto repair gimmicks 
and skyrocketing crime. 

• Give your children a meaningful, thorough 
education in 2 hours a day without expos¬ 
ing them to dope, delinquency, racial prob¬ 
lems and bad teachings. 

. . . and much, MUCH more. 

DO YOU KNOW??? What essential provi¬ 
sions to store, and how some can be used for 
barter? . . . What weed has a tremendous 
healing action for wounds and sores (page 45)? 

. . . Which animals are the most productive, 
economical and easiest to care for? . . . What 
advantages the Southern Hemisphere has to 
offer? . . , Why Hitler's onrushing military 
might never invaded Switzerland? . . . Why big 
cities will be places of Increased terror in the 
coming years? , . . What usually follows gun 
registration? . . . Which investments will be a 
disaster in the near future? (Believe it or not, 
but the funds of many Americans are tied up 
in these.) . . . Why your savings accounts 
could be wiped out overnight? 

Find the answers in 180 different concise 
sections. You will also read about alternate 
lifestyles, weaponry, and defense tactics; 
6 simple, inexpensive ways to preserve your 
own food (one using just a needle and string! 
page 47); and what is even more important 
for your physical survival than merely storing 
food (see pages 214 and 248-249!). 

Are you sick of it all? The rat race, pres¬ 
sures of modern-day living? Do you ever long 
for independence, your own home in the 
country with peace and quiet? THIS IS THE 
BOOK FOR YOU! 

You'll learn how you can wisely select the 
right place to live in the stormy times ahead, 
using the 3 "acid tests,” his own unique, prov¬ 
en approach—just like Mr. Schneider did! He 
lives in a beautiful place situated in the moun¬ 
tains by a spring-fed creek without utility 
bills, polluted air, chemicalized food, and 
noise. 

Ever considered moving to another land? 
The author, who has lived abroad and trav¬ 
elled in nearly 100 countries, gives you the 
facts you need to know before incurring the 
formidable expense and effort of emigrating. 
He even explores yachting as a means of sur¬ 
vival and a way to see and live all over the 
world. 

In short, you'll discover in this book how to 
live better today and be more prepared for 
tomorrow. 

NEWSPAPER AND READER COMMENTS 

* "Sympathy and concern for an American 
populace headed toward what he feels is an¬ 
other period of 'hard times' prompted Hans 
J. Schneider to write Timely and Profitable 
Help for Troubled Americans.”~The Mai) 
Tribune, Medford, OR. 

• "It is the best book I have read on the 

subject,"—Dr. Marjorie Fry, Editor, Castle 
Rock, CO. © 1978WWPC 



The amazing Hans J. Schneider sets out on 
another hunt in the "backyard” of his moun¬ 
tain hideaway. 

• "Timely ... is a good prescription for 
those of us who no longer expect any help 
from the falling institutions of this world and 
recognize that we must work out our own sal¬ 
vation physical, mental and spiritual."—Dr. 
John R. Andrews, M.D., Ellijay, GA. 

No wonder, the 1st edition enjoyed such 
an overwhelming demand from across the 
nation that it sold out within a matter of 
months. Now the 2nd, enlarged edition also 
features "Recipes from Our Mountain Home" 
and "Health Hints" which helped his wife. In 
the terminal stage of cancer 6 years ago, to 
survive and enjoy life today. 

For just $6.95 plus 75« postage and hand¬ 
ling, it can be yours—truly a bargain if you 
consider that this book was the result of 2 
years of hard work and Mr. Schneider's hour¬ 
ly consultation fee is in the 3 figure bracket. 
(People around the world seek his advice on a 
wide range of subjects—should you desire to 
set up personal consultations with him, con¬ 
tact us.) 

You may also wish Mr. Schneider's other 
books. FLYING TO BE FREE, "one of the 
most daring, exciting and life changing true air 
adventure stories ever written," has a full- 
color cover, over 100 photos/illustrations, 
256 pages and selisfor $9.95. Hans was among 
the first German pilots licensed after WWII, 
trained by famous air aces. In this book he 
recounts his early barnstorming days, a very 
dangerous aviation mission through war-torn 
Europe into Africa, and some highlights of 
his world travels. 


MASTERS OF LEGALIZED CONFUSION 
and their PUPPETS, an undisputed eye- 
opener written without compromise for only 
$1.45, completes the set. All 3 books can now 
be obtained for only $17.95 postpaid (you 
save $2,651) by taking advantage of this 
special offer. Prompt shipment guaranteed. 

Take that important step toward your 
future survival —ORDER TODAY, Just fill in 
the coupon below (print clearly) and send 
with your check or money order to: 

WORLD WIDE PUBLISHING CORP., Dept.AB 
P.O. Box 105, Ashland, Oregon 97520 U.S.A. 


WORLD WIDE PUBLISHING CORP. 
P.O. Box 105, Dept.AB 
Ashland, Oregon 97520 U.S.A. 


n 

I 


Please rush me: 


_ $17.95 SPECIAL - OFFER sets of I 

Hans J. Schneider's 3 books postpaid 
(You save $2,651) I 

_ Timely and Profitable Help for • 

Troubled Americans @ $6.95 $- . 

_ Flying to be Free @$9.95 $- I 

_ Masters of Legalized Confusion 

and Their Puppets @$1.45 $- | 

Plus 75t postage 8f handling per bk $- 

Enclosed in check/money order is $- | 

Name - 

Address ----- - - | 

City - 

State - 


Zip 
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ADVENTURE 

QUARTERMASTER 

by Cynthia E.D. Kite 



Power packer ... 

Armament Systems Products, Unltd. 
produces a highly specialized shoulder 
holster for the Ingram MAC 10 and MAC 
11 submachine gun or semiautomatic 
which it claims is the fastest for this type 
of weapon. Designated the SMZ/X, the 
rig is made of a moisture-proof, dense 
polyethylene and features adjustable 
straps to more comfortably accommodate 
the addition of special attachments. De¬ 
pending upon the physical size of the 
wearer, even large attachments (noise sup¬ 
pressor, 32-round magazine) may be car¬ 
ried without sacrificing concealment. 

An interesting safety feature of the 
SMZ/X is that the weapon won’t fit prop¬ 
erly into the holster if it is cocked. The rig 
is no longer classified “restricted,” which 
means it is no longer necessary to go 
through the formality of signing a pro¬ 
curement application before purchase. 

Suggested retail price for the holster is 
$47.50 and information may be obtained 
by writing to Armament Systems Pro¬ 
ducts, Unltd,, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
18595-SGN, Atlanta, GA 30326. 




All-around answer ,.. 

Break-Free Division, San/Bar Corp, 
announces that the Army has recently 
adopted “Break-Free CLP” for the Tri- 
Services. It was the only product to meet 
military-weapons experts’ post-Vietnam 
purchase description outlining the need 
for one product as a combination cleaner, 
lubricant and preservative for all small 
arms, all tank cannon and all large-caliber 
weapons. Break-Free CLP removes lead, 
carbon and various firing residues, lubri¬ 
cates the metal parts against wear and pro¬ 
tects them from rust and other corrosion. 
In addition, tests have shown that, after 
removing 98 percent of the firing residue, 
it actually continues removing dirt for 
some time, without harm to metal or 
wood finishes. 

Retail prices range from $1.49 for 2/3 
ounce to $9.75 for a pint and Break-Free 
CLP is also available in gallon and five- 
liter sizes for refills or large-volume use. 
For more information contact Break-Free 
Division, San/Bar Corp., Dept. SOF, 
P.O. Box 11787, Santa Ana, CA 92711. 


Od binocs ... 

Fujinon Optical, Inc. offers a marine 
binocular which they designate the Meibo 
8x30 MTR (Military Type, Rubber). The 
binocular is thickly coated with olive-drab 
rubber. It is shockproof, submersibly wa¬ 
terproof and features eyepiece and lens 
covers and a built-in reticle. Compact and 
weighing only 1.5 pounds, it still offers an 
eight-power magnification, high bright¬ 
ness and a distortion-free image. 

The 8x30 MTR retails for $315 with car¬ 
rying case or $300 without. For more in¬ 
formation contact Fujinon Optical, Inc., 
Special Products Division, Dept. SOF, 
672 White Plains Rd., Scarsdale, NY 
10583. 


QUESTION OF LEGALITY ... 

In the June issue of SOF, an error 
was made in the S.H.O.T. Show cover¬ 
age of Ithaca Gun Company (see p. 
65). Their eight-shot M37 has a barrel 
length of 20 inches, not 29Vi inches, 
which is its overa//length. In addition, 
the company’s five-shot model is not 
restricted to military and police only, 
since the barrel length is 18 Vi inches 
(making it just long enough for civilian 
ownership). The overall length is 
27-7/8 inches. 

Please excuse the numerical confu¬ 
sion. For information about the pur¬ 
chase of either weapon, contact the 
company at Dept. SOF, Gun Shop 
Hill, Ithaca, NY 14850. 
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Walking strong ... 

Chippewa Shoe Co, has designed a 
military survival boot to meet government 
requirements for footgear equal to the ex¬ 
tremes of wilderness fighting, climbing, 
hiking and skiing. Built rugged to endure 
extended exposure to the elements, 
“Model 990 Wilderness Survival Boot” 
features a nail-reinforced Vibram unit 
sole, foam-padded leather lining, leather 
and rubber midsoles and a sweatproof, 
channeled-leather insole. The construc¬ 
tion is leather Goodyear welting, the up¬ 
per is six-ounce black-chrome, tanned 
leather and the seams are chain-stitched 
with nylon thread and cemented. In addi¬ 
tion, the blocked toe and grooved heel ac¬ 
cept cable-type ski bindings. 

This is a serious boot designed for 
serious use. Presently issued to Special 
Forces units, the 990 is now available for 
the suggested retail price of $135 from 
Chippewa Shoe Co., Dept. SOF, Chip¬ 
pewa Falls, WI 54729. 

Silver miniatures ... 

The American Historical Foundation is 
introducing the first series in its “Sterling 
Silver Miniature Arms Collection,” which 
will consist of nine WWII miniature 
knives — each crafted in solid sterling 
silver and available on a systematic- 
acquisition plan. 

The first knife in the series is a four- 
inch miniature of the WWII Fairbairn- 
Sykes Fighting Knife (see “Rebirth of a 
Classic,” SOF, June ’81, p. 68), which 
was used by American, British, Canadian 
and other Allied units. 

With a blue-velvet display case, a Cer¬ 
tificate of Authenticity and Silver Purity, 
and a booklet describing the knife’s 
history, the miniature collectible retails 
for $34.50 postpaid. For details on this 
and upcoming offerings, contact The 
American Historical Foundation, Dept. 
SOF, 1316 West Main Street, Richmond, 
VA 23220. 




A.MMO HANDLER ,.. 

Lyman Products Corp, , well-known for 
its reloading equipment, has developed a 
new kit called the Ammo-Handler to com¬ 
plement reloading presses. The kit in¬ 
cludes a number-55 powder measure, a 
Lyman D-7 scale, a debarring tool, a case- 
lube kit, a powder funnel and, as a bonus, 
Lyman’s popular 45th edition Reloading 
Handbook, 

In other words, the Ammo-Handler kit 
contains all components necessary for 
powder handling in metallic reloading 
and, at $111.95, offers a saving of more 
than $10 over cost of items purchased in¬ 
dividually. For more information write to 
Lyman Products Corp,, Dept. SOF, Rt. 
147, Middlefield, CT 06455. 


Future Industries has designed a barrel 
extension for the Ingram MAC 10 and the 
MAC 11 (shown here). Manufactured 
with 114-inch tubing of 4130 steel, the ex¬ 
tension features a vertical foregrip which 
swivels 360 degrees, improving control¬ 
lability and therefore accuracy. 

This lightweight barrel extension mea¬ 
sures eight inches, is available in 9mm, .45 
and .380 caliber, and retails for $39.95 
plus $3 postage from Future Industries, 
Dept. SOF, 3401 San Marino, San Jose, 
CA 95127. 


VIVED CONVERSION ... 

Armaments Systems and Procedures, 
Inc, is making its 9mm conversion of the 
Smith & Wesson M39 double-action pistol 
available again for the first time since 
1972. In its transformation to a Walther 
PP-size pistol, the M39 is completely 
remanufactured and includes some unique 
features: Black Teflon-S coating for cor¬ 
rosion resistance,- clear Lexan grips. Gut¬ 
tersnipe advanced-sighting plane, finger- 
control magazine extensions for recoil 
control and a magnetic double magazine 
holder. 


Described as a “completely defrilled, 
lOO-percent reliable, close-quarter combat 
weapon,” the pistol is designed as a con¬ 
cealment weapon for special operations 
and executive-security personnel. It is 
smooth — all sharp edges radiused — and 
its specially throated barrel chambers any 
9mm combat ammunition. 

Completed ASP pistols retail for $700, 
and the conversion is performed on a cus¬ 
tomer-supplied M39 for $450. Direct in¬ 
formation requests to Armament Systems 
and Procedures, Inc,, Dept. SOF, Box 
356, Appleton, WI 54912. 
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Project Delta, Special Forces Detach- 
merit B-52, one of the most highly dec¬ 
orated units of its size in the Vietnam 
War, was organized in early 1965 under 
the code name, ”Leapin* Lena, ** At first 
it used only indigenous troops, but within 
six months American advisers started ac¬ 
companying the patrols. 

The project achieved its highest degree 
of perfection in 1967-68 under Maj. (later 
Lt. Col,) Chuck Allen, the man Gen, Wil¬ 
liam C. Westmoreland called "'Big *Un. ” 
Under Allen and subsequently, the core of 
the project consisted of the recon section, 
with 12 teams of 10 members each — 
usually four Americans and six Viet¬ 
namese Special Forces men — only six of 
whom were usually deployed at a time. 
The headquarters was SF Det B-52. 
Nominally the project was commanded by 
a Viet lieutenant colonel with Allen as his 
adviser. 

Project Delta was the organization of 
which Gen, Robert Cushman, later Com¬ 
mandant of the Marine Corps, said: 
""These men come from the ether zone of 
military excellence, 

At about the time of the Tet offensive, 
author Morris, a PIO officer, met some of 
the officers from Project Delta and was 
able to go along on an extraction opera¬ 
tion with Allen and Capt, Bill Lara bee, 
Allen *s operations officer. 

On their return from this mission, Allen 
asked Morris if he wanted to return the 
next day with the reaction force, the 91st 
Airborne-Ranger Battalion, in order to 
blow up some caches and get further iden¬ 
tification on the Russian-made tanks 
found the week before. Morris said, 
""Sure ,'' 


DEATH - 

DEALING 

DELTA 

Part 2: 

B-52 Team 
on a Hot LZ 

by Jim Morris 


O UR ship flared out about 30 feet up 
and settled slowly to earth. When she 
was about five feet off the ground, Ken 
Nauman hitched up the seat of his pants 
and dropped out of sight. I barrelled out 
after him, jumping off the skids, landing 
bent over and running for the edge of the 
LZ where the perimeter was starting to 
form. I hit the ground behind a dirt bank 
covered with dry reeds and looked 
around. 

The choppers lifted off, whipping 
rotors pulling them upward. Vietnamese 
Rangers ran to fill in a good 360-degree 
defensive perimeter. Rotors blasted dust 
into the air, down the backs of our necks 
and into our hair, teeth and eyes. The 
gunships ' went around again: rockets 
whooshed and cracked, machine guns 
chattered, mini-guns bu-u-urrped out 
streams of fire. 

Nauman sat, looking bored, about 10 
feet away, next to the Vietnamese carrying 
his radio. He took the handset and said, 
“Crusade Zero-five, this is Zerorsix. 
Over.” 

There was a pause; then he said, “This 
is Zero-six. You in position? Over.” 
Another pause. “Roger, out.” 

Of medium height, Nauman generally 
looked bored. He had big, soft, baggy 
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eyes. He was 29 but looked much older. 
Three tours in ’Nam had aged him. 

He got up and started to stroll off, head 
down, talking into the handset, radioman 
trotting behind. 

We walked over a dugout dirt bank and 
came upon a Vietnamese lieutenant kneel¬ 
ing, talking into his own radio. He was 
getting positions from the Vietnamese 
commanders. Nauman explained he was 
Lt. Linh, commander of the first lift. 

The lieutenant wore his helmet cocked 
back, chinstraps dangling on either side of 
his chubby cheeks. He looked like a 
younger version of Prince Norodom Si¬ 
hanouk of Cambodia. Nauman went over 
and knelt beside him for a moment, 
checking to see if they were getting the 
same information over the radio. Then he 
nodded and walked away. 

I stayed and shot some pictures of Linh. 

A three-man, 60mm mortar crew hus¬ 
tled around under Linh’s direction, trying 
to keep its tube out from under the trees. 
They fired handheld, the skinny mortar- 
man moving his knee-high olive-drab pipe 
proudly and with great precision. When 
he was satisfied, they’d drop two or three 
rounds down the tube, then shift again. 

After watching for a few minutes, I 
wandered off to find Nauman. 

He stood on the edge of the LZ looking 
out across it. There was a huge B-52 bomb 
crater to our right front and another one 
to the left. About 30 meters away, sat a 
UHID (a Huey helicopter). 


Capt. Ken Nauman calls in airstrike 
from bomb crater. 



I nodded toward it. *‘What’s that doing 
there?” 

He shrugged. “Shot down,” he said. 

No bullet holes were visible, but it sat 
still and empty. It looked dead. 

“Everybody get out all right?” 

He nodded. “Uh huh.” 

“When’s the next lift coming in?” 

He pushed his hat back on his head and 
said, “It’s overdue now. I hope to hell it 
gets here soon. We’re just sitting here 
waiting for Charles to get his stuff 
together. We’re not making any money,” 
he said, jerking his head toward the trees. 
“Let’s go get in the shade.” 

Nauman, the radioman and I walked 
off together, automatically keeping five 
yards between us. 

We crashed under the trees. Everything 
was quiet. The mortarmen were flaked 
out around their tube, eating rice and fish. 
I opened my pack and got out a long- 
range-patrol ration. Chili. 

“Hey, Ken,” I said, waving the bag, 
“you want half of this? I can’t eat it all.” 

He lay under a tree, head on his pack, 
hat over his eyes, smoking a cigarette. 
“No thanks, Babe,” he said, not moving. 
“Not hungry.” 

I finished the chili, lay down, lit a 
cigarette and mashed my own hat down 
over my nose. Bright sunlight turned all 
the leaves around us to pale translucent 
green. 

Lt. Linh sat cross-legged under a tree, 
one arm propped up on his radio, eating 
sausage. He held out a slice to me, smil¬ 
ing. 

“Z>ff Khong, cam on Chung *Uy (no, 
thanks, major),” I said. 

He ate that slice and cut himself an¬ 
other. Breezes blew the tree limbs and 
shivered their translucent leaves. We suck¬ 
ed down cigarette smoke and the day grew 
hotter. 

We waited. The sun burned through the 
trees. I took off my hat to wipe the sweat 
from my forehead, and the inside of my 
eyelids turned red. 

“Hey!” Nauman said. 

I pushed my hat back a little and looked 
at his inert form. “Huh, what?” 

“How’d you like to have one of those 
cold Cokes® we were drinking before we 
left?” 

I smiled maliciously. “How’d you like 
to have a big orange drink in a tall waxed- 
paper cup, full of ice you could crunch on 
for half an hour after you finished it?” 

“Why you rotten son of a bitch,’’ he 
muttered, without moving. 

I glanced at my watch. “We’ve been 
here almost four hours now,” I said. 
“The longer we wait, the more trouble 
we’re going to be in when we move.” 

Nauman stirred uneasily. “What I’m 
afraid of is that we’ll get moving late and 
get in a fire fight about 6:30, just when we 
don’t want it.” 

I pushed my hat lower, dimly hearing 
sounds in the distance. 

“Incoming!” Nauman said. 

Without consciously moving I found 


myself face first in the dirt, M16 in the fir¬ 
ing position. Four B-40 rockets exploded 
out on the LZ and there was the sound of 
four more being fired. 

When Nauman saw they didn’t have the 
range on us, he sat back up and got on the 
radio, talking intently into the micro¬ 
phone. “Falcon, this is Crusade 2^ro-six, 
Zero-six. Over. Falcon ... Roger, Falcon 
Two-two ... Oh! Hi, John. Good to have 
you out. What’ve you got? Over.” 

A small Air Force 02B aircraft buzzed 
around, front and rear propellers outlined 
against the sky. It was Falcon, the Delta 
Forward Air Controller. 

Nauman looked up and said, “Keep 
low. We’re gonna have some F-105s here 
in a minute.” He looked at Linh. '"Chung 
"Uy, you get adjustments from the com¬ 
panies over your radio and feed them to 
me. I’ll keep adjusting the aircraft.” Then 
back into the microphone, “Hey, John! 
You see the high ground about a hundred 
meters north of the LZ? Put your marking 
round in there.” 


Calling In Air 


Two flights of F-105s appeared over the 
horizon. They roared in low over the LZ 
and swung, clean, sweptback and beauti¬ 
ful, into the sky. The little FAC dropped 
over in a tight 180 and buzzed the hill 
Nauman had indicated. 

Crack-whoosh-WHOMP! went the 
marking round, leaving a plume of white 
smoke hanging over the target. 

“Very good!” Nauman said. “Bring 
your first round in right there.” 

It was very quiet after the marking 
round. The B-40s quit falling. 

The fighters came around and the first 
one came in on the target. 

“Hit it!” Nauman said and fell to 
earth. 

I sat up and watched. They hit. The en¬ 
tire landscape jumped, and I picked a jag¬ 
ged piece of hot steel off my lap. After 
that I decided to do what the man said. 

“That was pretty good, John,” Nau¬ 
man said. “Put ’em in on that ridge line 
right there.” 

The jets peeled off one after the other 
and came in. The arc of the falling high- 
drag bombs was slow. We hit the ground a 
fraction of a second before they struck. 
Nauman put in napalm too. We didn’t 
need to crouch when the huge orange and 
black blossoms ballooned across the 
horizon. 

After the aircraft dumped their loads 
and headed for home it was quiet again. 
The FAC kept buzzing around, and 
Charles left us alone. 

A few minutes later, we heard the 
whop-whop-whop of returning helicop¬ 
ters. I cradled the rifle under my arm and 
got out my camera, walking down to the 
edge of the LZ. 
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Two gunships circled it. A cloud of 
slicks whirled in to dump their troops, 
UHIDs from the 281st, and Marine 
CH-46S. 

Two and three at a time the slicks land¬ 
ed. Tailgates on the big CH-46s dropped, 
troops poured off the ramp and the chop¬ 
pers clawed back into the sky. One limped 
in, smoking, and the crew barrelled out 
with the troops. 

A Huey lifted off, shuddered, started to 
go down, shuddered again, straightened 
up and staggered over the horizon. 
Another went through the same drill but 
crashed in the trees about 200 meters past 
the LZ, right where Charles was. It occur¬ 
red to me that all the firing wasn’t coming 
from our perimeter. 

When all the ships were gone, it was 
quiet again. Three ships were down on the 
LZ and I had seen one more go down. I 
didn’t know if there were others. One 
thing was certain: everybody wasn’t here 
yet. I didn’t know if Nauman was going to 
try to bring in another lift or not. He 
wasn’t there to ask. 

Some guys were out on the LZ, poking 
around the first downed Huey. There was 
no firing, so I went over to take pictures. 
Two guys from the project sat in the door 
on the shady side, smoking. A couple of 
others looked in the pilot’s compartment. 
The machine guns had been taken out. 

I sat in the doorway, got a cigarette and 
gave the interior of the chopper a quick 
once-over to see if there was any ice water 
inside. There wasn’t. 

“You guys just get here?’’ 1 asked, taking 
a drag on the cigarette. 

There was a burst of automatic-weap¬ 
ons fire and the dirt kicked up around us. 
Other weapons joined in and the LZ be¬ 
came a field of little dirt geysers. The guy I 
was talking to started running. 

Crater Cover 

We ran full tilt toward the bomb crater. 

I charged over the side and dropped half¬ 
way down the slope, sliding the rest of the 
way to the bottom. There were eight men 
already there, and plenty of room for 
more. 

One of them, a big, dark-headed, wool¬ 
ly bear of a man, worked for me as a pho¬ 
tographer, Spec. 6 Bob Christiansen. 

“Hello, Chris,’’ I said. 

He smiled. “Morning, sir.’’ 

I dusted myself off and flicked dirt off 
my weapon. B-40s were coming in on the 
LZ and a hell of a racket had been going 
on since that first burst. “How come you 
didn’t make it on that first lift?” I asked 
Christiansen. 

“Chopper got hit and we had a bunch 
of wounded. Had to go back,” he replied. 
He shook his head. “I thought it over for 
quite a while before I came back out.” 

I laughed. “You shoulda thought 
longer.” 

A Marine sergeant from one of the 
helicopters looked nervously over the 
crater’s rim. He wore a .45 in a cowboy rig 


and a flak vest. “Look,” he said, “we 
better get out of here. This old chopper’s 
going to blow any minute now.” 

I crawled up beside him. The CH-46 
was still smoking. The idea of its blowing 
up didn’t bother me any more than the 
B-40s and automatic-weapons fire up¬ 
stairs. Still, we had to leave sometime. 

“Okay! Do it!” I said. 

Everybody took a couple of deep 
breaths, looked at each other and went 
over the edge. 

I did not feel the weight of the 300 
rounds of ammunition on my belt, or the 
knife, or the camera, or the grenades. I do 
not remember running. I have one 
memory of red dirt moving beneath my 
feet and another of the next crater as I 
blasted over the side and slid down. This 
one had about five guys in it. 


“We Better Get Out of Here” 


Somebody yelled, “Medic!” from the 
other side of the crater. I poked my head 
up just as Meder, the short, dark-haired 
medic with the Bronx accent, started over 
the rim. He didn’t have to go out. A skin¬ 
ny figure in a tiger suit and bush hat rolled 
into the crater, rounds kicking up dirt all 
around him. 

“Got hit in the chest!” he said as he 
crashed into the crater, M16 in hand. It 
was 1st Lt. Tom Humphus, one of the 
company advisers. 

Meder tore his shirt open, looked close¬ 
ly at it and said, “In and out pec. Didn’t 
go in the chest cavity. He’s gonna be all 
right.” 

“What the hell were you doing up 
there?” I asked. 

He shrugged. “Just lookin’ around.” 

“See anything interesting?” 

“I saw we better get out of here,” he 
replied. 

He was right. We were better off than 
in the other crater, but still exposed. If 
one guy got lucky with a B-40 we’d all had 
it. 

A few seconds later we were running 
again, this time straight for the treeline 
and Lt. Linh’s old position. As soon as 
there were trees between me and the NVA 
gunners, I slowed to a walk, chest heav¬ 
ing, barely able to lift my feet. After TO 
months in an office, the weight of the am¬ 
mo and running had really gotten to me. I 
staggered into Linh’s grove of trees and 
collapsed, panting. 

Linh was talking on his radio and firing 
his M79. He moved quickly and nervously 
from one to the other, beads of sweat 
standing out on his upper lip. He was 
probably thinking the same thing I was. 
We had to collect our wounded, call in the 
perimeter and make an orderly withdraw¬ 
al — almost impossible without air cover, 
and for that we needed Nauman. He 
might be stuck out there in one of the 
craters. He might be anywhere. 

I was still mulling this over when a big 


red-haired trooper I didn’t know came up 
through the woods. He looked about 23 
or 24. Following him was a slender, clean- 
cut, black-haired kid. 

I followed the two young soldiers back 
through the trees and moved parallel to 
the LZ. The red-haired guy in front called 
to some Americans and Vietnamese Rang¬ 
ers to come help. They stared at him 
stupidly and didn’t move. 

We stood on a five-foot dirt bank and 
looked across 30 meters of flat, open 
country to that first bomb crater. Once 
out of the trees, there was scarcely a blade 
of grass between us and it. It had filled up 
with men again, but I didn’t see anybody 
who looked too hurt to move. 

“That it?” I asked. The CH-46 was still 
smoking. 

“That’s it,” said the redhead, and he 
started down through the trees with the 
other kid right behind him. 

I followed, watching them and the cra¬ 
ter instead of where I was going. Just as 
they broke out of the woods and started 
running, I tripped and fell flat on my face 
in the bush. 

I looked up. They were running, half¬ 
way to the crater, dodging rounds. I 
didn’t see them get hit, but if they weren’t 
it was a miracle. They weren’t going to 
make it back without covering fire. 

About 15 men were in the crater. Some 
wore green Marine flying suits. A tall guy 
in a tiger suit, standing at the far edge of 
the crater, lit a cigarette. 
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“Hey!’’ I called. “Where’s that fire 
coming from?*’ 

He pointed to my right front and said, 
“In the woods over there about 200 
meters. There’s a machine gun.’’ 

Covering Fire 

“Okay!’’ I called back. “You guys let 
me know when you’re ready to come out. 
I’ll put down covering fire. Come right 
through here.’’ 

“Right!’’ he called back. 

I stood up, exposed, a little way into the 
woods. It was the only way I could fire 
over their heads when they came through. 
My right hand trembled as I picked four 
magazines out of the ammo pouch and 
laid them on the ground for quick access. 

I hoped “tiger suit’’ had given me the 
right location on that machine gun. If I 
gave my position away by firing at the 
wrong place, the MG could cut me in half. 

The guys we had passed earlier were out 
of sight in the woods. I didn’t want to 
leave for fear the men in the crater would 
make their break, so I turned and 
shouted, “Hey! We’ve gotta put down 
covering fire for these guys. When I open 
fire, you fire on that wood line over 
there.’’ 

No reply. I yelled again and turned 
back to the crater. 

The big guy was standing there, still 
smoking his cigarette. 


“Hey!” I called. “You guys about 
ready?’’ 

“Just a minute,’’ he called back. He 
took a deep drag, flipped it away, exhaled 
slowly and called back, “Okay.” 

I brought my M16 down on where the 
machine gun was supposed to be and 
bellowed, “F/re!,’’ squeezing the trigger. 
The weapon emptied in four fast bursts. I 
punched the magazine release and almost 
beat the magazine to the ground, scooping 
up another. The herd of camouflaged 
troopers was halfway to the bank. I open¬ 
ed up again. 

Those in the lead wavered for a split 
second when I fired. Without taking my 
finger off the trigger I called, “C'mo/i, 
goddamnit! Pm firing over your heads!" 

The first ones broke into the shade and 
scrambled up the bank, almost knocking 
me over. I stepped back, reaching for 
another magazine. As the men came 
through, they headed back into the bank 
for cover, clearing the way for those 
behind. Finally only two were left expos¬ 
ed. 

“Let’s go!’’ I ordered. 

“Sir, I’m too weak to make it. You’ve 
got to pull me up.’’ It was the clean-cut 
kid with the redhead right behind him. 

“I’ll push him,’’ the redhead told me. 

Oh Christ! I thought, if I quit firing .., 
the machine gun ... Awwwww! 

Mortarmen from 91st Airborne- 
Ranger Battalion break for lunch. 


I reached down, grabbed his arm and 
pulled. He didn’t budge. The red-haired 
guy was pushing. It was almost a straight 
pull up and the kid wasn’t moving. "Need 
some help over here!" I called. 

My rifle was at my feet and the kid 
wasn’t moving. Four bullets hit all around 
us in regular sequence. Machine-gun 
rounds. I heard nothing. I wanted out but 
I couldn’t leave them like that. Then I 
heard the second burst, saw more rounds 
hit and something went splat hard against 
my right forearm. 

Spurting Blood 

I looked down at a huge blue-black hole 
in my arm, spurting blood like the needle 
spray in a shower. 

“Holy shit!’’ I cried, realizing two 
things at once: A. I couldn’t pull them up 
now and B. I was dying. 

I grabbed the wound and ran back to¬ 
ward the medics. A branch knocked my 
hat off. I yelled, “Medic! Medic!’’ and 
barrelled into Lt. Linh’s sanctuary, still 
yelling. 

I saw an older-Iooking GI and a couple 
of others, younger. 

“Need a tourniquet, fast!’’ I said. 

“Uh huh,’’ said the older guy, nodding. 
He tightened a rifle sling around my upper 
arm. 

“It needs to go higher,’’ I said. 

He shook his sandy-haired head calmly. 
“This is where it goes. I know about these 
things.’’ That was my introduction to Doc 
Taylor, one of the best medics in Special 
Forces. He saved my life. He saved a lot 
of lives that day. 

Meder appeared and bandaged the 
wound, tearing the plastic wrapper off an 
ace bandage with his teeth, while holding 
gauze pads over the wound, 

“We’re gonna put this tourniquet on 
real loose,’’ Doc said, “and try to hold 
the bleeding with pressure. It looks like 
it’ll be awhile before we can get you out of 
here.’’ 

“L-Iisten,’’ I said, shaking, “I was try¬ 
ing to haul two guys over that bank when 
I got hit. They’re both wounded.’’ 

Doc looked me straight in the face. 
“They still there?’’ 

“Yeah,” I said, “yeah, they’re still 
there.’’ 

He and Meder disappeared. I sat there 
feeling rotten for having left them. I 
couldn’t have helped them if I’d stayed, 
plus I’d have died. But I still felt rotten. 

There was no other course of action I 
could have taken. A man will bleed to 
death in six to eight minutes from a 
severed artery left unattended, but that 
didn’t make me feel any better. I knew I 
couldn’t have pulled them up after I’d 
been hit, but that didn’t help either. You 
always think that when the clutch comes 
you’ll emerge from a phone booth in a 
pair of blue tights with a red towel around 
your neck. This was the incident that 
finally got it through my head — beret or 
no beret, we were only human. There are 
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no supermen and damned few heroes — 
almost no live ones. 

More wounded started coming in, some 
limping, some carried. Most were already 
bandaged, but a lot of blood splattered 
around. 

Sgt. Thompson — from the Delta In¬ 
telligence section — walked in, hunkered 
over and sad-looking. He had no visible 
wounds. 

“Glad to see you’re okay,” I said. 

He sat down, saying, “Haw! I got two 
slugs in the chest.” 

Sucking Chest Wound 

The medics went to work around us, 
cans of albumin blood-expander coming 
out, hypos going in. Two guys brought in 
a Marine helicopter pilot and laid him 
beside me. The remnants of his flight suit 
were blood-splattered, and his face was 
waxy, yellow and blank. Doc Taylor put 
in the ^bumin. 

Thompson dug a cigarette out of his 
pocket. Now I could see the blood on his 
shirt. “I hold the world’s record for the 
40-yard low-crawl with a sucking chest 
wound,” he said, starting to chuckle. The 
chuckle ended in a wheeze and grimace of 
pain. 

I shook my head in disbelief. “Don’t 
tell me,” I said, “it only hurts when you 
laugh.” 

“It hurts all the time,” he replied. “It 
hurts bad when I laugh.” He grinned 
again, careful not to let his body shake. 

Meder returned, saying, “That red¬ 
headed guy you were trying to pull out 
was John Link. The other guy was named 
Merriman.” 

“Did you get them up?” I asked anx¬ 
iously. 

He nodded. “Yeah. Link’s got three 
slugs in the back. He’s unconscious. Mer- 
riman’s got three in the legs.” 

“Oh Jesus! Are they gonna make it?” 

Meder unbuttoned Thompson’s shirt to 
see if his bandage was still airtight. “Mer¬ 
riman will” he said. “We’re not so sure 
about Link.” 

I leaned back on my good arm and 
shook my head, then sat up again to fish a 
cigarette out of my pocket with my left 
hand. 

“Lemme give you a light.” 

I shook my head. “Naw. I can do it 
myself.” 

Ken Nauman strolled back into the little 
grove, more cheerful than usual. His radio 
operator chugged along behind him, 
scared and winded. 

“You wounded too, Jim?” he asked, 
sitting down to light a cigarette. 

“Uh huh.” I replied, leaning up. 
“Where you been?” 

He looked over his shoulder. “Check¬ 
ing the perimeter,” he answered. 

I could imagine what a hellish project 
that must have been in this mess. 

“You mind if I make a suggestion?” 

He grinned. “Shoot!” 

“The next time you have to use multiple 


lifts like this, use more than one LZ and 
link up on the ground.” 

He laughed, reached for the radio and 
said, “Falcon Two-two. Crusade Zero- 
six. Over.” 

I couldn’t sleep that night. It wasn’t the 
B-40s falling, because none of them were 
coming into our little pocket. And the 
other wounded were quiet. It was the pain 
in my right arm — only a dull ache — but 
when I tried to relax enough to sleep, the 
pain was all there was. “Awwwww dam¬ 
mit!” I muttered, thrashing around in 
frustration. 

After a while. Doc Taylor materialized 
at my side. “Sir, I better give you 
something for that pain. You got any 
morphine?” 

I took the smaU box of morphine sy¬ 
rettes out of my ammo pouch and gave 
him one. He jammed the needle straight 
into my leg and squeezed the tube dry. I 
barely felt it. 

Three hours later pain woke me up. It 
was dark, but in the moonlight I could see 
Doc working on the helicopter pilot. I 
didn’t want to bother him so I just watch¬ 
ed. He worked for a long time, feverishly. 
Then he stopped and sat down in the 
darkness, his arms draped over his knees. 
He lowered his head and shook it slowly. 

I didn’t want to bother him then either, 
but the pain was getting worse. “Hey, 
Doc!” 

He didn’t want to give me morphine 
yet, so I got a shot of Demerol. A few 
hours later he gave me enough morphine 
to last through the night. 

In the morning, my right hand was 
swollen up like that of a three-day-old 
corpse. I lay looking at it for a while, then 
started to get up. The bandage came loose 
and bright red blood mixed with the dry 
maroon already on the bandage. “Hey, 
Meder!” I shouted. “This mother broke 
loose!” 

He cinched up the tourniquet and 
started to rebandage the wound. 

“Ush!” I said. 

Meder looked like it hurt him worse 
than me, “Sorry, sir.” 

“S’okay,” I replied. “You do what you 
gotta and change that bandage, and I’ll do 
what I gotta and whimper.” I started 
whistling, toneless and dirge-like, while he 
worked — once I’d made up my mind it 
didn’t hurt so bad. 

“Hey, Ace,” I said, “Am I gonna get 
to keep this arm? I’ve sort of grown at¬ 
tached to it.” 

He looked at me levelly and replied, “If 
we get you out today, probably so; if not, 
probably not.” He finished rebandaging 
the wound. “Want a shot?” 

“Not if we’re going to move,” I 
replied. “As long as I’m doing something 
my mind is off the pain.” 

We needed an airstrike to cover our 
withdrawal, but it was too overcast. B-40s 
kept coming in and Charles ran probe 
after probe on the companies on the 
perimeter. We took more casualties. 

Nauman was on the radio the whole 


time, checking with the FAC on fighters, 
checking with the companies. About 10 
o’clock he looked up from the radio with 
undisguised glee. 

“Hey, Jim,” he said, “we got a 
prisoner.” The project for three weeks 
had been to look for a prisoner who could 
supply information about this valley. 

“Listen,” Nauman said into the micro¬ 
phone, “if anything happens to that pri¬ 
soner, you’re going to have to answer to 
me.” 

A few minutes later we got another call. 
Preliminary interrogation of the prisoner 
indicated that our two companies had 
been engaged by two companies of NVA 
troops and that another battalion was on 
its way. Oh joy! 

It was after 11:00 by the time Nauman 
could bring an airstrike of 500-pounders 
and napalm in on the NVA positions. One 
napalm hit the spot where the machine 
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gun had been the day before and I hoped 
to God the gunner fried in it. 

Men started moving around, picking 
things up. We were getting information to 
go. Nauman kept the strikes coming in. 1 
got up, but was so lightheaded from loss 
of blood I had to sit back down again. 
Then I grappled my way up slowly and 
floated off toward the head of the col¬ 
umn. I figured if I couldn’t stand the 
pace, I’d drop back slowly, still getting 
there with everybody else. 

The NVA prisoner came by with two 
Rangers escorting him. He was just a kid, 
somewhere between 15 and 17, wearing 
OD shorts, khaki NVA tennis shoes and a 


Master Sgt. Thompson of Delta 
intelligence section, half-hour 
after setting world’s record for 
40-yard low-crawl with a sucking 
chest wound. 



fatigue shirt about three sizes too big that 
flapped around his skinny body. He grin¬ 
ned and almost skipped. He was out of 
the fighting and realized we weren’t going 
to hurt him. 

The ragged column walked over a flat, 
washed-out muddy area, then down into a 
creek for half a mile, jungle-covered 
mountains towering above. We moved 
single file. I felt stronger than I’d expected 
and, since almost everybody else was 
either walking wounded or carrying dead 
or litter patients, I was no exception. 
Helicopter crewmen had picked up my 
pack and rifle. 

It was heavy going in the thick brush. 
Nauman was in the rear, bringing in air- 
strikes to cover our exit. I felt out of it. 

About a half-hour later, we came to a 
hill overlooking a small LZ we had used 
before. I collapsed against a tree next to 
Lt. Linh and pointed to the small clearing 
below. “Is that the one?’’ I.asked. 

“Yes,*’ he said. 

1 bummed some water from him. 
“You’re a pretty good officer, Chung 
*Uy, You did a good job on this patrol.’’ 
It was no snow job. 1 really meant it. 

He looked embarrassed and said, “No, 
I am number 10 officer.’* 

I smiled. “No. You’re pretty good.’’ 

We waited a few more minutes, then he 
turned to me, “You go now.*’ 

I got up and, stumbling over rocks, 
grasping at trees, followed a couple of his 
troopers down the hill to the LZ. It was a 
steep hill and I had to stop twice before we 
reached bottom. Once down, I found 
Humphus and some others waiting by a 
bomb crater, ready to jump if necessary. 

Doc Taylor came up with some Rangers 
carrying wounded in ponchos slung from 
poles. I asked him how Link and Merri- 
man were. 

He looked tired. “John Link died this 
morning, just as we pulled out. Merri- 
man’s going to make it okay.*’ 

I felt depressed — not guilty, just bad. 
No, that’s bullshit. I felt guilty. 

Nauman came in with his radio and the 
rear guard. “FAC says this isn’t the LZ,’’ 
he said. “Says it’s about 200 meters far¬ 
ther on.’’ 

“C’mon. It’s not far.’’ He went back to 
call another airstrike on our backtrail. 

We pushed ourselves up to crash into 
the brush again. In the intervals between 
airstrikes, B-40S fell behind us. None 
came near our part of the column, but 
Charles was still trying. 

Three more times we stopped at small 
clearings, and each time the FAC told us it 
was farther on. The troops grew more and 
more tired. I staggered. My head lolled 
back and I stared at the translucent leaves 
above. Trees and rocks stood out in star¬ 
tling clarity, but I felt as though I might 
fade and disappear. 

I walked carefully so the bandage 
wouldn’t break loose again. There was a 
little seepage around the edges, but not 
much. 

Two Rangers staggered past, carrying a 
corpse wrapped in my poncho liner, large 


patches of dry blood superimposed on the 
green camouflage pattern. I remembered 
giving it away the night before. The 
corpse’s right hand was two-thirds blown 
away, extended upward in rigor mortis. 
The bloody stump waved in my face as it 
passed, I regarded it with interest. 

At times I could see no one in front and 
no one behind and had to watch the 
ground for signs, hoping I wouldn’t take a 
wrong turn. This was neither the time nor 
the place to get lost. We walked five 
kilometers that way. 

Light was fading when finally we came 
to a large, open field, big enough to take a 
dozen choppers. Men from the project 
were already getting the LZ set up when 
we came in. Most of them didn’t think 
we’d get out that night, and said so. If 
they were right, a lot of wounded would 
die ^ I’d lose my arm. 

Rangers started setting up a perimeter. 1 
stood staring, mouth open, then finally 
managed to sit down. 

Fighters And Gunships 

The FAC appeared, and some fighter 
cover, then gunships. Chuck Allen’s 
Command and Control helicopter came. I 
could visualize Allen in the door, 250 
pounds of muscle, graying crewcut and 
iron jaw, sitting behind his newly installed 
M60 machine gun. Larrabee would be 
seated cross-legged in the door with his 
scope-sighted CAR-15, both men hooked 
in by radio to all the friendlies in the air 
and on the ground. When I saw Allen I 
knew we were going to make it. 

Two troopers carried John Link’s body 
up and put it down about eight feet from 
me. A grim trooper knelt beside him and 
patted the pole Link’s body was slung 
from. “Well, John, old buddy,’’ he seiid, 
“Goddamn!’’ 

He got up and wedked off, head bowed. 

Merriman lay on the ground, his carry¬ 
ing pole off to the side, a few feet from 
Link’s body. I pushed myself to my feet 
and walked over. He was smoking. 

“Hey, listen,’’ I said. “I feel rotten 
about leaving you guys like that.’’ 

He shook his head. “Forget it, sir. You 
had to. I saw what happened.** 

That made me feel a little better, but 
not much. I squatted. “How long before 
you got out?’’ 

He looked pained. “Fifteen minutes,’’ 
he said. 

“My God! That long?’’ It had seemed 
like three to me. 

He nodded. “Yessir, but we took the 
rounds while you were there. We lay quiet 
and he didn’t fire anymore.’’ 

I smiled at him. “You gonna be all 
right?’’ 

He nodded, relaxed, glad to be alive. 
“Yeah. It’ll be a while, but I’ll be all 
right.’’ 

“Good.” 


Continued on page 71 
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W HEN the man at the counter first 
handed me the Beretta BM-62, I 
knew that I had a serious piece of gear in 
my hands. As an assault-rifle fan, I knew 
that over the past few years the U.S. 
market for “nasty” guns has increased 
steadily, and as a student of small arms 
and weaponcraft, I was naturally in¬ 
terested in Beretta’s new offering. This ex¬ 
cellent rifle has an interesting history. 

When the United States wanted an ideal 
NATO rifle in the 1950s, American de¬ 
velopers began with the Ml Garand. After 
spending a few million 1950s* dollars, they 
created the M14 rifle (T-44). It and the FN 
FAL (T-48) were the final choices, but 
politics dictated that the Springfield 
Armory-designed M14 win. The M14 is a 
fine weapon, and I mourn its passing from 
the U.S. military arsenal. 

Because their forces were armed with 
Ml Garand rifles in the 1950s, the Italians 
had tons of these fine weapons, and since 
they could not afford to scrap them and 
start over, they simply modified the 
Garand — a solution that the United 
States should have considered — into a 
more modern assault rifle. Modifications 
include a 20-round box magazine, conver¬ 
sion to 7.62 NATO caliber, a shortened 
gas system and barrel and addition of a 
flash suppressor. The converted rifle was 
designated the Beretta Model 1959 — or 
BM-59. 


Italy’s NATO Rifle 


Beretta’s 7.62 NATO rifle is not really 
new to the United States. The first Beretta 
BM-59 rifles sold here were made under 
license by Golden State Arms of Califor¬ 
nia in the mid-1960s. They were assembled 
on demilled Garand receivers that had 
been rewelded together. Later, a limited 
number of Beretta-made BM-59 rifles 
were imported and sold in this country. 

The newer BM-62 is a final version of 
the BM-59 — with minor modifications. 
The difference between the BM-59 and 
BM-62 comes from the fact that the latter 
is not capable of full-auto fire. A simple 
flash suppressor has been utilized to form 
a minor baffle chamber. It slightly reduces 
the muzzle blast of the 17,7-inch barrel. A 
rubber recoil pad has been fitted to the 
BM-62 for maximum comfort. Unlike 
many other current 7.62 NATO assault 
rifles on sale today, the BM-62 stock stays 
secure on the shoulder instead of slipping 
around as steel and plastic buttplate ver¬ 
sions tend to do. 

The Beretta BM-62 is a real rifleman’s 
rifle and has some features that make it 
the best of the lot. It is extremely ac¬ 
curate. In the hands of a good rifleman, 
performance is judged by ability to fire a 
weapon with skill and ease, and here is 
where the BM-62 really shines. 

The weapon’s success comes from re¬ 
taining the strong points of the Garand. A 


rifleman’s skill depends upon the han- make the BM-62 stand out. The trigger of 
dling characteristics of the individual the test gun was nice — 5 V 2 pounds and a 
weapon, its trigger pull and sights. The crisp break. The sights are fast, easy to 
BM-62 handles even better than the zero and adjust, well-protected and . 

U.S.-made MIA. Its length makes it han- among the most rugged around. The test 
die like a carbine. The safety — like those rifle required 13 clicks of elevation to get a 
of the Garand, M14 and current MIA — 200-yard zero. 

is in front of the trigger guard, so it works The really good news comes from the 
perfectly for either a right- or left-handed universally fine quality of Beretta 
shooter, as does the magazine catch. firearms. I noted that a few parts were 

An excellent trigger and superb sights U.S.-made Garand components, but most 

A RI F1.R M 
RIFLE 

Beretta’s 

BM- 62 : 

GrandscMi of 
the Garand 



Evolution of Garand family. From top: original Ml Garand rifle; MIA, commercial 
version of M14 NATO rifle; early BM-59, as sold by Golden State Arms of Calif.; 
BM-62 — final development and Hackathorn*s choice. 
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bore the BM-59 mark. Critical parts — 
such as extractors, ejectors and firing 
pins — are interchangeable with those of 
the U.S. Garand. 

The test Beretta BM-62 was a joy to 
shoot. With the aid of friend and fellow 
shooter, Staff Sgt. John Miller, we gave 
the weapon a real workout. First, Miller, a 
top MTU (Marksmanship Training Unit) 
armorer, checked out the rifle completely. 
Everything passed the armorer’s check 

AN’S 


without need for gunsmith fitting or cor¬ 
rection. Headspace was perfect and 
checked out 1.630 inches SAMMI mini¬ 
mum. The 17.7-inch barrel is four-groove, 
right-hand l-in-12 twist with an extremely 
smooth bore surface. Overall fit and 
finish were excellent. (Miller — who rarely 
hands out compliments — was so im¬ 
pressed that he purchased the test rifle 
after the test and evaluation for his own 
use.) 


Text & Photos by Ken Hackathorn 


John Miller fires BM-62 for 200-vard 20-shot group. Note weapon’s short overall 
length and dimensions. 


Beretta BM-62 7.62 NATO rifle field-stripped. Note simplicity of components. Ten 
and 20-round magazines at bottom. 


BERETTA BM-62 RIFLE 


Center fire, semiautomatic, gas 

Overall length 

38Vi” 

operated, 7.62 NATO (.308) caliber. 

Weight 

8 lbs., 11 oz. 

10- or 20-round box magazine. 

Oil-finish walnut stock. 

Metal surfaces phosphate (Parkerized) 
finished. 

Sights 

protected post front, 
aperture rear, ad¬ 
justable for windage 
and elevation. 

Manual safety, equally operable for 
right- or left-hand use. 

Trigger 

two-stage military, 
5‘/2 Ib., let-off. 


Next came the range session — wet and 
cold, with rain changing to snow and a 
strong cross wind. Despite our physical 
discomfort, we found that overall ac¬ 
curacy of the test BM-62 was excellent for 
a rack-grade weapon that had not been 
tuned for competition. We put a few hun¬ 
dred rounds of .308-caliber through the 
test gun. Top accuracy came from Ml 18 
Match ball ammo, but the rifle also per¬ 
formed well even with normal ball ammo. 

Groups were not good when we fired 
for a 100-yard zero — a check showed 
that the gas-cylinder plug was loose. We 
needed a 6mm alien wrench to tighten it. 
Since this wrench is not a common item — 
and since none came with the rifle — we 
had to search to turn one up. Once the gas 
plug was secure, everything went well. 

After 123 rounds, the magazine catch 
pin began to drift out. When it was push¬ 
ed back into position, it remained there 
for the rest of the test but, nonetheless, it 
was staked in place later. 

Beretta’s BM-62 is intended to be a 
serious fighting rifle. It fits this role with 
ease and achieves a level of quality that 
too often seems to be disappearing in to¬ 
day’s arms industry. 

The current supply of Beretta BM-62 
rifles is the last of the lot. Only a few 
thousand will be imported. The Italian ar¬ 
my is changing over to the Beretta M-70 
assault rifle in 5.56mm. BM-59 military- 
rifle stocks are being phased out. The 
Beretta factory is assembling the spare 
parts from their inventory for commercial 
sale in the United States. 

Magazine Factor 

The magazine furnished with the Beret¬ 
ta BM-62 is one of the finest-quality pro¬ 
ducts that I have examined — but the 
magazine situation is a drawback of 
ownership. Although Beretta USA Corp. 
(Dept. SOF, 17601 Indian Head Hwy., 
Accokeek, MD 20607) hopes to have 
spares available in the future, none are 
now available. However, if you want a 
serious battle rifle, you need at least five 
spare magazines — although you might 
get by with three. (I prefer at least five 
20-round magazines for my social rifle.) 

Retail price of the BM59/62 magazine 
would be $47 each — if Beretta had them. 
(This price is enough to make some folks 
flinch.) Suggested retail price for the 
Beretta BM-62 rifle is $985. Add the 
money for spare magazines and you have 
a very expensive weapon — but, like most 
things in today’s world, you get what you 
pay for. I hope that when the Italian army 
BM-59 rifles hit the surplus market, some 
spare BM-59 mag^ines will become avail¬ 
able at a reasonable cost. 

If I had at least five spare 20-round 
magazines, the BM-62 would be my pick- 
up-and-go rifle. The FN, H&K and MIA 
would just have to gather dust. 
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ON NORTHERN IRELAND’S 

FRONT LINE 

UDR Makes British Military History 

by Doug Campbell 



Mobile patrol scans farm building as it crisscrosses roads over wide rural area in modified 
Landrover. Men all carry FN/FAL LlAl rifles. Note that one weapon includes telescopic 
sight. Photo: British Army Info. Services. 


T he Ulster Defense Regiment is 11 
years old this year. Not since the 
Napoleonic Wars has a British army regi¬ 
ment remained continously on active du¬ 
ly for such a long time. This would be 
tough enough for any line regiment, but 
two-thirds of the UDR’s soldiers are part- 
timers who don uniforms for duty after 
finishing their normal jobs. 

The Ulster Defense Regiment is the 
youngest and largest infantry regiment in 
the British army. Today there are about 
2,500 permanent cadre soldiers and 5,000 
part-timers serving with the regiment. Of 
these, some 750 are women, called 
“Greenfinches” from their original radio 
code-name. 

The regiment’s executive head is a 
brigadier. He runs the equivalent of a 
brigade headquarters from Thiepval Bar¬ 
racks, Lisburn, on the outskirts of 
Belfast. He has some 120 officers, senior 
NCOS and soldiers posted in from .the 
regular army to fill staff-training and ad¬ 
ministrative slots. 

The sectarian struggle in Northern 
Ireland could never be described as a con¬ 
ventional battle in which clear-cut vic¬ 
tories can be won in the field, or territorial 


conquests can be made. For the UDR — 
and of course the regular British army — 
it has been a sheer slogging-round of 
largely routine security tasks. But because 
of the way the regiment has carried out 
these tasks, it has gained a grudging 
reputation from all sides in this confusing 
struggle and, in the process, built up a 
considerable record of success. 


UDR Tasks Include Search 
Teams, Mobile Patrols, 
Checkpoints, Guard Duty 


Its increasingly skilled search teams and 
patrols have relieved the terrorists of a 
small arsenal of weapons, ammunition 
and explosives, and its round-the-clock 
mobile and foot patrols, vehicle checks 
and key-point guard duties have helped to 
keep a tight rein on terrorist movements. 
In the process, the regiment has gained 
some 150 awards for gallantry and 
meritorious service. 


But on that first day of operations in 
1970, the UDR presented a makeshift, im¬ 
permanent image. Supplementing the 
many young recruits for the first time 
were some 2,000 men of the disbanded 
Ulster Special Constabulary, the noto¬ 
rious B Specials, which although bringing 
an invaluable fund of local knowledge 
and experience, also brought the taint of 
sectarianism with them — the reason the 
Bs had been disbanded in the first place. 

Many of the B Specials were mature 
men, whose outdated equipment, clothing 
and weaponry earned them the nickname, 
“Dad’s Army.” 

In those early years, recruits were issued 
olive-green field dress, the outdated .303 
Lee-Enfield rifle and Bren gun, and 
World War II pattern webbing. One unit, 
which requested warm clothing for the 
winter months, received a supply of white 
duffle coats — excellent Arctic rig but 
guaranteed to make a perfect target on the 
streets of Belfast. 

The suppliers followed this novelty with 
a consignment of “bad weather” coats 
designed for dispatch riders — but these 
got so heavy when rain-soaked, that wear¬ 
ing them became an endurance test for 
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Award-winning Irish pup. Rats (third from left), accompanies friends on patrol. Photo: Express Newspapers. 
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T he longest-serving veteran in the 
dangerous border country of 
Crossmaglen in Northern Ireland has 
retired after a checkered career, which 
included being blown up several times, 
shot at, patrol-bombed and awarded a 
special gold medal for valor. 

The hero, a mongrel dog called Rats 
— British army number D7/7/777 — 
has retired to a peaceful farm in 
mainland Kent, a far cry from 
Crossmaglen’s “bandit country.” 

While British battalions serve only 
four-month stretches in Northern 
Ireland, Rats has been there since he 
wandered into their fortified camp 
more than two years ago. He accom- 


REAL DOG 
OF WAR 

panied patrols everywhere and rapidly 
became a familiar sight, jumping out 
of Royal Air Force Wessex helicopters 
on rural patrol. 

Rats, a cross between a corgi and a 
terrier, was first wounded in July 1979 
when a car-bomb exploded, killing a 
paratrooper. He limped back to base 
10 minutes later with a severe leg 
wound. In February 1980, a Molotov 
cocktail might have ended his life, but 
instead only scarred his shoulder and 


singed away most of the hair on one 
side of his body. 

His standing is such that Rats has his 
own special handler and, although en¬ 
titled to army rations, much prefers 
steak pies from the British PX, Naafi. 

His last handler. Pvt. Arwel Lewis, 
1st Battalion, Welsh Guards, said: 
“He was great to have around. He lov¬ 
ed going in the helicopters and was 
always first in and first out. We shall 
miss him.” 

Now, instead of searching out ter¬ 
rorists, Rats has settled down to the 
more mundane farm life. It may not be 
as exciting but, for a brave little dog, 
it’s a lot safer. —D.C. 


some of the smaller recruits. 

Some long-servers recall that soldiers 
detailed to guard key points and installa¬ 
tions were issued hurricane lamps, a box 
of band-aids for first aid and a lancer 
corporal’s stripe (with safety pin) to be 
fastened to the sleeve of whichever soldier 
was appointed NCO for the night. What 
little radio equipment was first available 
baffled the rookies, so patrols had to keep 
within range of public call boxes and be 
given a supply of coins — so they could 
report incidents and maintain contact by 
telephone. 

The task of building up the first seven 
UDR battalions — one for each county 
and the seventh for Belfast — was launch¬ 
ed from a collection of temporary bases, 
including Nissen huts, trailers, police sta¬ 
tions and whatever other disused 
buildings could be taken over. 


For a time, in Dungannon, two deter¬ 
mined soldiers operated from a trailer set 
up in the town square. In their charge 
were 10 rifles and 200 rounds of ammuni¬ 
tion — to be shared among two com¬ 
panies. And at one fledgling battalion 
HQ, a staff officer, operating from what 
had once been a ladies’ lavatory, eagerly 
opened the first crate of equipment 
delivered to the unit — to find it packed 
with hundreds of manuals for loading 
Belfast air freighters. 

Many UDR bases were so insecure that 
weapons had to be stored at the nearest 
army barracks. For the soldiers operating 
from these points, each night’s duty 
meant a long journey to collect weapons 
and gear, with the travel repeated at the 
end of operations. 

In 1971-72, four more battalions were 
raised, increasing commitment to the 


security operation. At the start, it was en¬ 
visioned that UDR strength would be 
6,(X)0. The number peaked in 1972, and 
has since been honed into a leaner, fitter 
force of 7,500, with most of the early 
volunteers having been replaced with 
younger men and women. Their equip¬ 
ment, too, has been updated to match 
that of their colleagues in the regular ar¬ 
my, but it took a long time to shake off 
their amateur label. 

The men and women who wear the 
crown-and-harp UDR badge need a spec¬ 
ial kind of courage. The UDR soldiers live 
in their own homes and, despite all 
precautions, are vulnerable to attack at all 
times. 

If a soldier wishes to have a personal- 
protection weapon at home, he must first 
prove that his own or his family’s life has 
been threatened, and then he will pro- 
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bably be allowed to draw a 6.35 Beretta — 
not much more effective than a starling 
pistol. 

More than 100 UDR soldiers have been 
killed by terrorists, most of them part- 
timers murdered while off-duty. It is a 
fact of life that they cannot conceal their 
identity from anyone, since the very 
nature of their duties brings them into the 
public eye, so constant security precau¬ 
tions have to be taken. 

Bound by law to be nonsectarian, and 
striving by a strict vetting system to ensure 
that only persons of moderation and good 
will from all sections of the community 
are enlisted, the regiment has been 
hampered by the systematic campaign of 
coercion and intimidation launched by the 
Provisional IRA to drive Catholics from 
the UDR and to deter others from joining. 
As a result, the Catholics make up only 
two percent of the regiment’s strength 
(down from 18 percent in the early days), 
but those left are counted as some of the 
bravest men ^d women in Northern 
Ireland. 

Intimidation frequently occurs, with 
about 100 reported cases a year. The 
dangers which UDR soldiers face, in addi¬ 
tion to operational hazards, include 
threatening letters, anonymous phone 
calls, bricks and missiles thrown through 
windows, warnings painted on house 
walls, bullets taped to doors, public 


ABOVE LEFT: Scores of terrorists and 
other criminals have fallen into hands 
of Security Forces by being “snared” at 
UDR vehicle checkpoints — conducted 
in fair weather and foul. Checkpoint 
guard in foreground totes FN/FAL 
LlAl rifle. Note two modified Land- 
rovers and smoke-grenade dispenser 
visible on one in foreground. BELOW 
LEFT: UDR search dog picks up 
“scent” of weapons/explosives cache 
concealed in hedgerow. Rifle is FN/FAL 
LlAl. Photos: British Army Info. Ser¬ 
vices. 


abuse, damage to cars, shadowing from 
work to home, shots fired through win¬ 
dows, fire-bomb attacks and “targeting” 
threats. 

And as if this were not enough, there is 
constant propaganda, by the IRA and 
other detractors, warning that the UDR 
has been infiltrated by paramilitary ex¬ 
tremists. 

The regiment’s terse reply is that 21,000 
men and women have served in the UDR 
since its formation, and the number in¬ 
volved in serious crime amount to only a 
quarter of one percent of that total. The 
percentage involved in sectarian offenses 
is even smaller. 

The successful development of UDR 
search teams using trained dogs and 
handlers has contributed largely to the 
regiment’s ability to unearth terrorist 
arms caches. Weapons, ammunition, ex¬ 
plosives and other bomb components, 
hidden in cars, have been winkled out at 
UDR checkpoints, and more terrorist 
equipment has been found in abandoned 
vehicles, hedgerows, under bridges, in 
derelict farmhouses and outbuildings, in 
railway embankment hides and even in 
open fields and on roadside shoulders. 

In follow-up operations, large caches 
have been found in houses used by ter¬ 
rorist gangs. Because of their local 
knowledge, off-duty soldiers have made 
some spectacular discoveries — like the 


two off-duty men, out rabbit shooting, 
who discovered terrorists setting a culvert 
mine, or the soldier shepherding children 
away from a dangerous building because 
he saw a rifle in the rubble. This last find 
led to the discovery of a large arsenal. 

In its 11 years of nonstop operations, 
the total UDR haul has included nearly 
400 machine guns, more than 3,(XX) rifles 
and 3,3(X) pistols, nearly 1,000 shotguns, a 
score of rocket launchers, 60 rockets, 450 
mortars and more than 500 mortar 
rounds. In addition, well over a million 
rounds of ammo, 3,100 improvised booby 
traps and some 280,(XX) pounds of ex¬ 
plosives, along with large quantities of 
other bomb-making equipment, have 
been confiscated. 

Now, on the threshold of a new decade, 
and looking ahead to the earning of more 
laurels, the Ulster Defense Regiment has 
received the inspiring accolade of the 
Freedom of the City of Belfast — further 
evidence, if any were needed, of the 
esteem in which the regiment is held by the 
general public and of that public’s 
recognition of the UDR as an impartial 
force committed to serving the whole 
community of Northern Ireland. 


SOLDIERS AWAY 
FROM HOME 

O NE group of soldiers in the Ulster 
Defense Regiment stands out like 
a sore thumb and has to exercise 
greater vigilance than anyone else in 
Northern Ireland. This is the growing 
band of men from other parts of the 
British Isles who have joined the regi¬ 
ment and are instantly marked by their 
“foreign” accents. 

In most cases, these are men who 
have married Irish women while serv¬ 
ing in the Province with the regular ar¬ 
my. Life away from home often does 
not suit the home-loving Irish woman, 
and to avoid separation, many young 
soldiers have transferred to the UDR. 

Communities in both urban and 
rural areas of Northern Ireland are 
clannish — strangers are soon spotted. 
So a newcomer with a Welsh or Scots, 
Liverpool or Newcastle accent draws 
attention. Sometimes, these men join 
the UDR for protection. But most join 
because it is contact with their previous 
way of life. Most never wanted to leave 
the army; they did it “to keep the wife 
happy.” Otherwise, they say, they 
would never have stayed in Northern 
Ireland, when they could have chosen 
from all of Britain. 

Once in the Province, they live in the 
community, their children go to local 


schools and their wives use local shops. 
Many regiment troopers have a gun at 
home. Under British law, it is easier to 
get a license for a shotgun than any 
other weapon, so this has become the 
favorite off-duty protective weapon. It 
may not be accurate, but it does have a 
loud bang, which is probably as impor¬ 
tant. 

Cpl. Hank Cummings, late of the 
Parachute Regiment, is a big, mous¬ 
tachioed ex-para, and he doesn’t care 
who knows it. He lives in Belfast with 
his wife and two boys and is a regular 
member of the UDR. He is so proud of 
being a para that he even wears his 
wings on his camouflage uniform 
jacket — not a politically wise thing to 
do around people who remember 
Bloody Sunday, when the Parachute 
Regiment killed 11 people while open¬ 
ing up the Bogside. 

Hank, or “Big Hank from the Anti- 
Tanks,” as he was known in the old 
days, has a strong Newcastle accent. 

“I don’t try to hide it; there’s no 
point. I had to come back here to keep 
the family together. But now it’s more 
than that. It’s real soldiering. We don’t 
sod about with blanks or pretend war. 
We are always in it, and we know that 
any second we could walk into an am¬ 
bush. We also have our own contacts, 
and often we take the war to the IRA 
too. I couldn’t go back to peacetime¬ 
soldiering now.” —D.C, 
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RUSSIA’S 

BORDERLINE 

DECISION 

USSR 
Overrated 
Carter’s Nerve 


by Anthony Mascarennas 


Reprinted with permission from the 28 
December 1980 issue of the Sunday 
Times. © 1980 Times Newspapers Ltd., 
The Sunday Times. 


N ew evidence shows that the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan in 1979 was 
triggered by the Iranian seizure of the 
American hostages in Teheran. The Rus¬ 
sians misjudged the American mood and 
wrongly expected President Carter’s 
response to be tougher. 

The Russian aim was to move into west¬ 
ern Afghanistan to secure a strategic ad¬ 
vantage. But the Americans did not send 
troops into Iran or make any other 
military response, and by then the Soviet 
anxiety to get in first had sucked them in¬ 
to a wholesale invasion of Afghanistan, 
where they remain bogged down. 

It now emerges that on 10 November 
1979, six days after the American embassy 
hostages were taken, the Soviet Union 
asked the late President Hafizullah Amin 
of Afghanistan for the exclusive use of the 
Afghan military base at Shindand, near 
the Iranian border. 

Shindand is within 90 minutes’ flying 
time by helicopter to most parts of 
southern Iran and the Persian Gulf coast. 
A base there would give the Red Army a 
tremendous logistical advantage for in¬ 
tervention in the south should an 
American strike materialize. On Iran’s 
northern borders, the Soviet Union 
already has 30 divisions poised: one-third 
of a million men. 

Original Plan 

Russia’s original plan to get the Shin¬ 
dand base has been revealed by one of 
Amin’s mistresses, who does not wish to 
be identified for fear of reprisal. She said 
Amin became disenchanted with commu¬ 
nism and with the Russians after the 
Soviet charge d’affaires had presented 
Moscow’s demand. 


She said: “Amin told me he would 
never agree to giving the Russians a 
military base in Afghanistan because the 
people would not tolerate it. He was very 
angry with the Russians but he also knew 
they would not give up easily because of 
the Iranian situation.” 

This account has been independently 
confirmed by another Amin confidant: a 
nephew, Zalmai, who was also his long¬ 
time bodyguard and has now fled the 
country. 

When the Soviet Union was refused use 
of Shindand, the base it wanted badly, it 
became vital to seize it as soon as possible. 

A scenario along these lines was dis¬ 
closed to Indian Foreign Minister Nara- 
simha Rao and his delegation during a 
visit to Moscow last April. 

In discussions lasting 6*/2 hours, the In¬ 
dians heard Russian Foreign Minister An¬ 
drei Gromyko admit that the Soviet 
troops had gone into Afghanistan in a bid 
to pre-empt the Americans. New Delhi 
has been at pains to keep quiet about 
it all. 

“This was the message in the Kremlin 
shorthand,” an Indian official told The 
Sunday Times. “They wanted logistical 
convenience to the south, and it happened 
to be Afghanistan. For this it became 
necessary to substitute a compliant Kar- 
mal for an obstructive Amin in Kabul. 
And the insurgency [Afghan internal 
revolt against the Marxist regime] provid¬ 
ed the excuse.” 

This statement disproves the widely 
held theory — encouraged by Moscow to 
justify the invasion — that the Russians 
invaded Afghanistan to shore up the 
crumbling Kabul regime. The Marxist re¬ 
gime in Kabul was under some pressure 
from Islamic guerrillas operating along 
the Pakistan border in the east, but it was 
in no danger of falling. 

The Soviet demand for a base at Shin¬ 
dand was the last straw for Amin and, ac¬ 
cording to his nephew Zalmai, he secretly 
began to plot to throw out the Russians, 


as President Sadat had done in Egypt. 

Diplomats in Kabul confirm that Amin 
made several overtures to Western em¬ 
bassies, including the West German and 
the Japanese. 

Although Amin’s reputation was 
scarcely lily white, the West committed 
one of its-gravest errors in the Afghan 
crisis by ignoring his approaches. 

Amin’s intrigues in Kabul apparently 
had not gone unnoticed by the Russians. 
Some time toward the end of November 
1979 they decided he must go. American 
analysis of information from satellite 
photographs and electronic monitoring 
confirms that it was then that the Soviet 
high command made the decision to mo¬ 
bilize for the invasion of Afghanistan. 

On 28 November, Gen. Victor Semino- 
vitch Paputin, first deputy interior mini¬ 
ster of the Soviet Union, was sent to Ka¬ 
bul to prepare for the invasion and to get 
rid of Amin. 

Amin’s mistress and his nephew, Zal¬ 
mai, confirm that Amin was drugged by 
his Russian cooks as two Red Army divi¬ 
sions were flown into Kabul over the 
Christmas holiday last year to spearhead 
the invasion. 

Kidnap Plan 

Apparently Moscow’s intention was to 
seize Amin, take him to the Soviet Union 
and install Babrak Karmal as the new 
president of Afghanistan. But the kidnap 
plan misfired, because at least one of 
Amin’s Afghan bodyguards did not eat 
the drug-laced pudding prepared by the 
Russian cooks as part of an elaborate ban¬ 
quet for Amin. 

When Paputin and a handpicked com¬ 
mando group backed by a squadron of 
tanks stormed the summer palace on the 
outskirts of Kabul, the bodyguard opened 
fire with a light machine gun and cut Pap¬ 
utin in two. The Russian troops went wild 
after seeing their general shot down — 
and killed Amin, his wife, children 
and servants. 

But President Carter’s refusal to be 
drawn into a military response in Iran 
left the Russians with nothing to pre¬ 
empt. In retrospect, their invasion of 
Afghanistan must be viewed as a serious 
miscalculation. 

Bogged Down 

The Russians in Afghanistan have been 
bogged down in an expensive, debilitating 
military occupation whose effects are en¬ 
tirely negative — locally, in the region and 
worldwide. 

But at least 30,000 of the 80,000 Rus¬ 
sian troops in Afghanistan remain massed 
around the Shindand base and in the 
desolate Farah, Nimroz and Helmand 
Provinces in the southwest desert. 

They are aimed straight at the Iranian 
border. 
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FLOATING FREDDIE 

This Chicken’s No Chicken 

Text & Photos by Timothy Rauwald 



Freddie makes sure that all chutes are 
packed properly. 



T his bird may crow a lot, but he’s no 
chicken — at Yeast when it comes to 
jumping out of airplanes. 

The 82nd Airborne Division’s All 
Americans have among them Freddie Fal¬ 
con (a rooster chicken, actually), of the 
3rd Battalion (Airborne), 325th Infantry, 
Fort Bragg, N.C. 

Fowl Recruit 

Freddie is a paratrooper, of sorts. Hav¬ 
ing made five jumps iready, Freddie is 
the pride and joy of the 2nd “Falcon” 
Brigade. 

The cocksure specimen of his species 
stands a devastating 16 inches tall and 
weighs in at a hefty 2 pounds, 7 ounces. 

According to Command Sgt. Maj. Bar¬ 
ney Razor of the 3/325th, Freddie only 


makes his jumps in a laundry bag. Freddie 
is taken on board the aircraft perched 
upon a trooper’s reserve parachute and re¬ 
mains there until just before jump time, 
when he’s placed in the laundry bag for 
the trip down. 

However, Cpl. Joseph Phillips did con¬ 
struct a parachute for Freddie. The min¬ 
iature chute has everything a normal 
parachute has, only scaled down to bird 
size. When the fearless fowl made his first 
jump from a 34-foot tower, the new chute 
functioned perfectly, floating Freddie 
safely to the ground. 

Back in the barracks, Freddie is like any 
other trooper in the division. On Saturday 
nights he doesn’t enjoy being cooped up 
in the barracks so he heads for the clubs to 
find some good-looking chicks. 

And how does the battalion comman¬ 


der feel about having a full bird in his 
front yard all day? Speaking for him, Sgt. 
Maj. Razor says, “Freddie doesn’t crow 
very much and he works for chicken 
feed.” 

Fearless Fred 

Some might tend to believe that the 
parachuting may have adverse effects on 
the chicken, but Freddie tends to disprove 
that. He’s the only chicken in the bat¬ 
talion, but he is a true-blue falcon. 

(Reprinted with permission from SAM 
[Soldier, Sailor, Airman, Marine], 
January 198L) 





Freddie's hand-picked CD (Chicken 
Dropping) Team prepares the fearless 
fowl for airborne ops. 


HALO jump into hot DZ — Freddie 
maneuvers around powerlines. 
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SOF Correspondent On Hand At 




Battle for Mavinga 

Text & Photos by Smith Hempstone 



ERNANDO Augusto de Silva Figueiredo, 
commandant of Mavinga, must have 
been worried. 

The Angolan-born Portuguese leftist had 
plenty of troops to defend the town of 800 in¬ 
habitants, its airstrip and junction of four dirt 
roads that met on the ridge upon which the 
West African settlement’s pastel-colored con¬ 
crete houses squatted. He had, to be precise, 
1,100 government;, troops under his com¬ 
mand. But at least half of these the 






AUGUST/81 


^SOLDIER OP FORTUNE 35 


demoralized remnants of the garrisons 
of Luenge and Rivungo — towns to the 
south and east overrun earlier by 
troops of Jonas Malheiro Savimbi’s 
anti-communist National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola 
(UNITA). De Silva Figueiredo had no 
Russian or East German advisers or 
Cuban troops at his disposal; indeed, 
he was the only white man in Mavinga 
last September. 

The fall of Luenge and Rivungo left 
Mavinga the most exposed of the few 
towns left under Marxist control in vast 
Cuando-Cubango, the largest of 
Angola's 16 provinces, sprawling 
between Zaire, Zambia and South 
African-administered South West 
Africa. The rest of the sparsely 
populated province was controlled by 
Savimbi, the guerrilla leader who had 
fought the Portuguese colonial 
government for a decade, until its 
withdrawal in 1975. He had battled on 
for another five years against the 
Marxist Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola (MPLA), which 
was propped up by 20,000 Cuban 
bayonets, and assisted by 3,000 East 
Germans of the new Afrika Korps and 
1,500 Russians. 

The dry, featureless countryside was 
so infested with UNITA guerrillas that 
Mavinga had to be supplied by air. De 
Silva Figueiredo had ringed the 
airstrip, the administrative center and 
the grass huts occupied by Mavinga’s 
800 Gangala tribesmen with 
entrenchments. But he had neither 
barbed wire nor landmines. 

Having been born in Angola, the 
25-year-old soldier, one of 2,000 white 
Angolans serving in its army, may 
have sensed uneasiness among the 
town’s African population. It wouldn’t 
have been anything you could put your 
finger on. But two new fetish shrines •— 
bits of bone and animal skin decorated 
with feathers -- had appeared outside 
town on the Rivungo road. And the 
commandant may have surmised that 
his patrols had not been pushing 
quite as far into the bush as their 
leaders claimed. 

Still, the big Russian-built “Antonov” 
transport plane arrived on schedule the 
afternoon of 18 September, stuffed with 
food, medicine and ammunition. 
Perhaps de Silva Figueiredo thought 
that he was beginning to imagine 
things. 

He was not. For the past 10 days, 
three UNITA regular battalions — 

1,400 men — had been slipping silently 
through the bush, taking up positions 
encircling Mavinga. Col. Antpine 
Rinalto, one of Savimbi’s veteran 
commanders, had manhandled 82mm 
mortars, RPG-2 rocket-grenade 
launchers, American 75mm recoilless 
rifles and two captured “Stalin Organs” 
(multiple 122mm rocket-launchers) into 
position around the town. 


Special five-man UNITA recon 
teams, dressed in captured MPLA 
“leopard-spot” dungarees, had made 
their way into Mavinga and returned 
with sketches of every gun position in 
town. On Savimbi’s orders, Rinalto 
waited until the “Antonov” had come 
and gone before launching his attack: 
He wanted Mavinga’s larders full when 
his troops stormed it. 

Finally, a half-hour before dawn on 
19 September, Rinalto blew his whistle 
and the UNITA gunners unleashed a 
400-round barrage. The MPLA guns re¬ 
plied, but were soon silenced: They had 
only muzzle flashes for targets, while 
the UNITA gunners had pinpointed the 
position of every government battery. 
Then the three battalions of UNITA 
troops, with a shout of “kwacha!” 
(forward), swept across the airstrip into 
Mavinga. 

A few MPLA soldiers fought bravely. 
But those demoralized by the routs at 



Tribal fetish shrine set up by UNITA 
forces outside Mavinga town warning 
Angolan government troops and Cuban 
and East German advisers not to set 
foot outside. They stopped patrolling, 
thus making it easier for UNITA to 
move in close and observe prior to 
launching attack on the town. 

Luenge and Rivungo, groping for their 
boots in the dark, had little stomach 
for the fight. With the native quarter 
aflame, the garrison broke for the 
depression of the riverbed in front of 
the town and fled west in the direction 
of Cuito Cuanavale, the government 
stronghold (and Cuban airbase) 100 
miles to the northwest. 

Later, when the battle was over, 
20-year-old Joao Batiste, the only 
MPLA soldier taken prisoner in 
Mavinga, told this correspondent that 
no one had given the order to 
withdraw. 

“Suddenly,” Batiste said, “everyone 
was running for the Cubia riverbed. 1 
started to run, but was hit in the arm 
and the chest. I fell, and could not get 
up.” 


Batiste said he had been conscripted 
from jail, where he’d been sent for not 
paying his hut-tax, and he had not 
been paid in six months. 

It was pretty much over by a few 
minutes after 0600: Barely an hour of 
fighting. A small party of Rinalto’s 
troops pursued the MPLA garrison up 
the riverbed, killing the stragglers. 

The rest established a defensive 
perimeter and began the systematic 
looting of Mavinga. 

The haul, by Angolan standards, was 
a rich one: Fourteen 12.7mm dual- 
purpose ack-ack guns, five 82mm 
mortars, five SAM-7 missiles, more 
than 300 AK-47s, RPG-2s and RPKs, 
12 Star trucks (bringing Savimbi’s 
motor-transport battalion to 72 
vehicles), a brand-new Land Rover, 
thousands of rounds of ammunition 
and tons of food, medicine and clothing 
— enough gear to equip half a 
battalion of UNITA troops. Rinalto 
radioed to Likua, 100 miles to the 
southeast, for UNITA trucks to come 
and collect his booty. 

The butcher’s bill, according to the 
colonel: four UNITA dead and 27 
wounded. The bearded officer reported 
that 60 MPLA soldiers had been killed 
in Mavinga, and that “radio intercepts 
indicate many more are dying on the 
road to Cuito Cuanavale; they have no 
food and very little water, and it is a 
very long way. Most of the wounded 
will die.” 

When I entered Mavinga with 
support troops hours after the assault, 
the native quarter lay in ashes and 42 
civilians, mostly old people, women 
and children, sat huddled under the 
guns of UNITA sentries. The town’s 
dusty streets were littered with empty 
food cans, abandoned boots, articles of 
clothing, shell casings and other 
residue of war. Ammunition was 
exploding in burning buildings. Two 
dogs howled mournfully for their 
departed masters. Vultures flew high 
overhead, eyeing the bloating bodies of 
the 60 government dead. Away to the 
west, in the direction of Cuito 
Cuanavale, one could hear the popping 
of small arms. 

Savimbi’s troops, after smashing 
everything they couldn’t carry away 
(and they carried away some rather 
remarkable things, including bedsteads 
and easy chairs), daubed the wrecked 
buildings with UNITA slogans before 
pulling out of town to take up blocking 
positions in the bush to await an MPLA 
counterattack that never materialized. 
An “Ilyushin” made a single pass at the 
ruined town and dropped two bombs 
before returning to Cuito Cuanavale. 
Two weeks later, government 
helicopters landed a battalion of troops 
near the town; but they apparently got 
lost and had to be pulled out again 
without making contact with UNITA 
patrols. 
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Mavinga was, to put it mildly, no 
Stalingrad. But its fall was indicative of 
a new strength on Savimbi’s part. 

While his troops presently lack the 
anti-tank and anti-aircraft weapons 
necessary to seize and hold major 
population centers, his 16,000 regulars 
and 5,000 militiamen are more than a 
match for the government’s forces in 
the bush and small towns. 

Since Mao Tse-tung made his long 
march to the caves of Yunan, it has 
been accepted as a given that 
communists are the masters of 
guerrilla warfare. But after 15 years in 
the field, the Swiss-educated Savimbi 
(he holds a doctorate in political 
science) is proving that supposition 
false. 

Savimbi claims he controls at least a 
third of Angola (which is more than 
twice the size of Texas) and has a 
“presence” in another third of the 



ABOVE: UNITA troops display Angolan 
government flag taken during raid on 
Mavinga. LEFT: UNITA Leader Jonas 
Savimbi. 


country: He is weak in the north, once 
the stamping ground of Holden 
Roberto’s National Front for the 
Liberation of Angola (FNLA), and in 
major cities such as Luanda and 
Lobito. He says he has the support of 
his own Ovimbundu tribe, and of the 
Chokwe and Luena tribes, plus portions 
of the Bakongo and Gangala, nearly 
half of Angola’s seven million people. 

With Western diplomatic support, 
some financial assistance and 
guaranteed access to certain types of 
military hardware, Savimbi vows he 
could turn Angola into an African 
Vietnam for the Kremlin and its Cuban 
surrogates. And he could be correct: 
The war, which is costing Moscow $1.6 
million a day, is being fought (in 
contrast to the conflict in Afghanistan) 
far from the locus of Russian power. 
Neighboring Zaire, Zambia and South 
African-administered South West Africa 
could provide supply routes and 
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sanctuaries for Savimbi’s guerrillas if 
they were convinced of Washington’s 
determination to see the war through 
to its end. Unfortunately, the American 
track record in Angola leaves a good 
deal to be desired. 

In the decade leading up to the 1975 
withdrawal of the Portuguese after 400 
years in Angola (which served as a 
major source of slaves for the sugar 
plantations of colonial Brazil), there 
were three guerrilla movements 
fighting for the oil-, coffee- and 
diamond-rich country’s independence 
from Lisbon: 

• Holden Roberto’s National Front 
for the Liberation of Angola (FNLA), a 
pro-Western movement strong in the 
northern part of the country. The 
FNLA was based primarily on the 
Bakongo tribe, which spills across the 
frontier into Zaire. Roberto, who had 
his headquarters in Kinshasa (formerly 
Leopoldville), was the darling of 
President Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire, 
and of the Central Intelligence Agency. 

• Agostinho Neto’s Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola 
(MPLA), an urban-based group led by 
Marxist intellectuals, most of whom are 
mulattos (seven of the 10 members of 
the ruling politburo are of mixed 
blood), and drawing some support from 
the Kimbundu and Lunda tribes. The 
MPLA, the chosen instrument of the 
Kremlin for more than 20 years, was 
backed by Portugal’s revolutionary 
leftist government in 1974-75, and 
since has received massive aid from 
the Soviet Union, East Germany, Cuba 
and other members of the communist 
bloc. 

• Savimbi’s UNITA, originally 
based on the populous Ovimbundu 
tribe (40 percent of Angola’s 
population), but now enjoying 
considerable support among other 
tribal groups. Pro-Western UNITA has 
had limited and occasional aid from 
the United States (until prohibited by 
the Clark Amendment in 1976; the 
Reagan administration is seeking 
repeal of that amendment). South 
Africa, France, Communist China, 
Morocco, Saudi Arabia and the Persian 
Gulf emirates. Some conservative 
African nations that recognize the 
Luanda regime (the U.S. does not, 
despite Andy Young’s view that the 
Cubans “bring a certain stability and 
order to Angola”) occasionally turn a 
blind eye to the unmarked planes that 
fly supplies and reporters into 
Savimbi’s Cuando-Cubango base. 

Savimbi, who studied medicine in 
Portugal from 1959 until he left for 
Switzerland in 1961, a step ahead of 
PIDE (the Portuguese secret police), 
served as “foreign minister” of 
Roberto’s FNLA from 1962 to 1964. In 
1964, feeling that Roberto was too 
Bakongo-oriented and prone to wage 
war from a discreet distance, Savimbi 
and 11 followers left FNLA to found 



UNITA. With the Kremlin supporting 
MPLA and the U.S. playing footsy with 
FNLA, UNITA’s choice of a sponsor 
was dictated by elimination rather than 
ideology: Communist China. After nine 
months of guerrilla training in Peking, 
the young nationalists returned 
clandestinely in pairs to take up the 
struggle against the Portuguese. After 
15 years of guerrilla warfare, six of the 
12 survived, including Savimbi’s top 
lieutenants, N’Zau Puna, his political 
adviser, Samuel Chiwale, his ablest 
general, and George Sangumbe, 

• UNITA’s secretary general. Most are 
Christians, and many, like Savimbi 
(whose father, a railway stationmaster, 
was converted by an American 
missionary), are Protestants. 

From 1965 until 1974, the three 
groups fought the Portuguese colonial 
army, South West Africa People’s 


ABOVE: UNITA guerrillas brandish 
weapons In victory salute after capturing 
Mavinga town. Weapons are Hungarian 
Short Rifles with folding stocks (third 
from right for example) and AKMs. LEFT: 
Dead Angolan government soldier, slain 
during battle for Mavinga. RIGHT: Loot 
taken by UNITA guerrillas at Mavinga 
included several versions of AK rifle 
series, heavier weapons and an East 
German truck. BELOW: UNITA troops 
guard Angolan government soldier 
captured during battle for Mavinga. 
Guerrillas on right and left have AKMs 
and man in center a Chinese Mod. 66. 
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later the same month. The three 
parties agreed to divide the cabinet 
portfolios of Angola’s independence and 
proposed to hold elections immediately 
thereafter. 

But the Marxist MPLA never 
intended to participate in the elections, 
and for the best of all possible reasons: 
They knew a mulatto-led movement 
couldn’t win an African election. 
Accordingly, in August 1975, MPLA 
troops unleashed an 11-hour mortar 
barrage on the compound where the 
FNLA and UNITA cabinet ministers 
were housed; even with Portuguese 
help, they barely escaped with their 
lives. Fighting among the three groups 
spread to the rest of the country as the 
FNLA and UNITA pulled out of the 
Luanda coalition government. 

Neto had made the first of his many 
visits to Havana as early as 1966, and 
his Cuban friends were on hand to help 
him seize power in Angola. The first 
250 Cuban advisers arrived in Angola 
in June of 1975, five months before 
independence, and some of these took 
part in the assault on the non-Marxist 
members of the transition government, 
which the combat-weary, 24,000-man 



Organization (SWAPO) guerrillas, 
Katangan gendarmes. South African 
long-range penetration groups and 
Rhodesian Special Air Service troopers 
with varying degrees of success. 

In the summer of 1974, after the 
overthrow by leftist officers of 
conservative Portuguese Prime Minister 
Marcello Caetano (who died 26 
October of last year in Brazilian exile), 
Savimbi initiated talks with Neto and 
Roberto. His objective was to forge a 
united front to negotiate a ceasefire 
with the Portuguese, hold elections and 
arrange for the transition to 
independence. With the assistance of 
the late Jomo Kenyatta, pro-Western 
president of Kenya, such a tripartite 
pact was signed by Savimbi, Neto and 
Roberto at Mombasa in January, 1975, 
and later confirmed in the Alvor 
agreement endorsed by the Portuguese 


Portuguese army was unable (or 
unwilling) to stop. As more than 
100,000 Portuguese civilians fled the 
country, more Cubans, Russians and 
East Germans poured into Luanda by 
air (from a Brazzaville staging 
area) and sea. 

When independence day arrived, the 
MPLA and its Russian friends were in 
firm control of Luanda, and most of 
Angola was aflame. The Portuguese 
army and administration, riddled with 
leftists and heartily sick of a war that 
had absorbed half of Portugal’s budget, 
simply turned over the machinery of 
government in Luanda to Neto’s MPLA 
— as it had done to Samora Machel’s 
Marxist FRELIMO movement in 
Mozambique — and sailed away. 

The Soviet Union and its Cuban 
surrogates had unilaterally brought to 
power a minority government of its 


own choosing, against the will of the 
Angolan people. There was to be no 
nonsense about such fripperies as 
elections and majority rule. 

Understandably, neither Roberto nor 
Savimbi was prepared to accept this 
“fait accompli.” Nor, to his credit, was 
President Gerald Ford willing to extend 
diplomatic recognition to a government 
of such dubious paternity. 

Savimbi, assisted by a mini-blitzkrieg 
of 1,200 troops from South West Africa 
(who hoped to solve the SWAPO 
problem by destroying their Angolan 
bases), registered big gains in the 
south, taking the major ports of 
Benguela and Lobito, and pushing to 
within 150 miles of Luanda. 

Roberto, with the first of some $28 
million in CIA assistance (minus a little 
that went to Savimbi, and a big cut 
taken by corrupt Zairean officials), 
attacked in the north, and by 
independence day was within 20 miles 
of Luanda. 

Then the roof fell in. Bolstered by 
round-the-clock airlifts of heavy guns, 
tanks and Stalin Organs, some 20,000 
Cubans, supported by MiGs, 
counterattacked, routing Roberto’s 
forces and stalling the UNITA-South 
African drive on the capital from 
the south. 

At the same time, the U.S. Congress 
~ still in a state of shock after the fall 
of Saigon earlier in the year — refused 
to appropriate additional funds to assist 
Roberto or Savimbi in their fight 
against the communists, a move that 
Ford aptly described as “a deep 
tragedy” and an “abdication of 
responsibility.” 

Secretary of State Henry Kissinger 
vowed to continue to combat, with 
whatever means were left tb the 
administration, the imposition by force 
of a Soviet-backed regime in Angola. 

At the same time, however, the 
administration denied collusion with 
South Africa in its intervention. 

Isolated and fearful of total United 
Nations economic sanctions, Pretoria 
withdrew its troops back into South 
West Africa, abandoning Angola 
to its fate. 

(It can be argued that the Western 
backdown in Angola, a nation far from 
either the Soviet Union or Cuba, 
convinced the Kremlin that the United 
States would not respond to Russian 
intervention anywhere, and that this, 
coupled with the debacle in Iran, led 
ultimately to the Soviet rape of 
Afghanistan and the destruction of 
what remained of detente.) 

With Cuban-piloted MiGs, Russian 
T-54 tanks and Stalin Organs leading 
the way, the MPLA and its Cuban 
allies quickly routed Roberto’s lightly- 
armed forces in the north, with most of 
his surviving guerrillas fleeing back 
across the border into Zaire. Roberto 

Continued on page 72 
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CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS 



• Second Annual Soldier of Fortune Con¬ 
vention Headquarter Hotel will be the 
classy Radisson Scottsdale Resort and 
Racquet Club. The Sheraton Scottsdale 
Inn will be the shooters* Headquarters 
Hotel. 

• All three matches are IPSC-sanctioned. 

• The Assault Rifle Match will also be 
recognized as the First IPSC National 
Practical Rifle Championship. 

• All individuals interested in com¬ 
peting, send resumes to SOF Convention 


Director. Competitors will be selected by 
committee. 

• 5,000-meter combat run and shoot. If 
you are interested in competing in this 
event please contact us immediately as 
the number of contestants may be limited. 
Details will be mailed in the near future to 
Interested parties. 

• SOF preconvention courses will run 
from 0800 12 September to 16 Septem¬ 
ber. Limited number of slots are available. 
Write immediately for further informa¬ 
tion. 
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Fellow Adventurers! 

You are cordially invited to the 

^FCONn ANNUAL 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE CONVENTION 

17*20 September 1981 
Scottsdale, Arizona 


The SOF CONVENTION is being held in conjunc- 
tion with the 2nd Annual SOF Invitational Combined 
Shooting Championship — a shotgun, pistol and as¬ 
sault-rifle combat shoot to pick the top all-around com¬ 
bat marksman in the United States. One hundred and 
fifty top shooters will compete, by invitation only, for 
over $20,000 in prize money, guns and gear. 

The theme of the convention will be "A Salute to 
Vietnam Veterans.” The Colonel "Bull” Simons Memori¬ 
al Award will be dedicated to all Vietnam veterans and 
will be accepted for them by a Medal of Honor winner. 
The keynote spe^er for the banquet will be selected at 
a later date. Once again, cammies or police or military 
uniforms will be preferred dress. 

Preregistration, which closes Aug. 17, is $75. For 
those who register after Aug. 17, the fee will be $100. 
Fee includes: (1) Banquet (2) Transportation to all 
events (3) Convention T-Shirt (4) Admission to Exhibi¬ 
tion Hall, Invitational Match, all demonstrations, 
outstanding action movies, Vietnam Art Exhibit, 
Cocktail Hour and all seminars. 

Seminars will include: Special Operations Group in 
Vietnam, presented by vets who conducted cross-border 
operations in Laos, Cambodia and North Vietnam; 
POW/MIA; Police Survival; Desert Survival/Escape & 
Evasion; Survival Medicine & Gunshot Wounds; Rus¬ 
sian Small-Unit Tactics & Weapons; plus others on 
Southern Africa, Central America and Afghanistan. 

CONVENTION REGISTRATION 

Name (Print) _ 

Street __ 

City_State_ Zip _ 

Phone_ 

Current or previous military 

or police affiliation:__ 

YES, I’m coming to the 2nd Annual SOF Convention, check 
enclosed for: 

Convention Registration ($75):_ 

1st Airborne Jump Fee, qualified jumpers only ($25):_ 

1st Airborne Jump School, includes one jump ($95): _ 

Total Fee: _ Check Enclosed _ 

Or, please charge my_VISA _ MasterCharge 

Number__ Exp. Date_ 

Detailed information on courses preceding the conference, which 
are scheduled for 12-16 September, will be mailed directly to per¬ 
sons who indicate an interest in attending by checking the cor¬ 
responding box(es): □ Combat Pistolcraft; □ Assault Rifle; 

□ Combat Shotgun; □ Desert Survival/Escape & Evasion; 

□ Survival Medicine/Combat Wounds; □ 5,000-Meter Combat 
Run & Shoot (date not set). 

MAIL TO: SOF Convention, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 


A limited number of display tables for exhibitors 
and manufacturers will be available (first-come, first- 
served). Interested parties contact SOF Exhibitor Coor¬ 
dinator (303) 449-3750 immediately for space reserva¬ 
tions and further information. 

Room assignments at the Headquarters Hotels will 
be on a first-come, first-served basis. Rooms will cost 
$30 per night, single or double occupancy, in the 
Radisson and $35 per night, single or double occupan¬ 
cy, in the Sheraton. 

Hotel reservations will be handled by Jeana Nugent 
of The Meeting Planners and Miles Travel (see hotel 
reservation form below). Miss Nugent will also handle 
pre- and post-convention travel for those who desire it. 

Preceding the convention, SOF is also offering a 
limited number of spaces — on a first-come, first-served 
basis — in the following courses running from 0800 12 
September to 1700 16 September: (1) Combat Pistol- 
craft (2) Assault-Rifle (3) Combat-Shotgun (4) Desert 
Survival/Escape & Evasion (5) Survival Medicine and 
Combat Wounds (6) 5,000-Meter Combat Run & Shoot. 

Costs for courses, and cost and prizes for the 
5,000-Meter Combat Run & Shoot, will be determined 
later. All convention activities are tentative. Do not 
delay! Fill out the convention-registration and hotel-res¬ 
ervation forms below and mail them to their respective 
addresses today! 


HOTEL REGISTRATION 

Name (Print) __ 

Street __ 

City_State_Zip_ 

Phone_ 

HOTEL CHOICE 

1. Radisson Scottsdale (conventioneers), 

$30 per night, 

single or double occupancy: _ 

2. Sheraton Scottsdale (shooters & conventioneers), 

$35 per night, 

single or double occupancy: _ 

Arrival date: _ Departure date: _ 

If hotel requested is not available, nearest available hotel will be 
assigned. Rates are subject to applicable taxes. Rooms confirmed 
only with a check for the first-night or American Express card 
number. Make checks payable to preferred hotel. Registrants will 
be charged for the first night if reservations are not cancelled at 
least 48 hours prior to arrival. 

AMEX No. __Exp. Date_ 

MAIL TO: Jeana Nugent, The Meeting Planners and Miles Travel, 
5656 East Orange Blossom, Phoenix, AZ 85018. (Special group 
airfares may also be available through Miss. Nugent. Call 
602-231-0200.) 
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April 1910, Landing Zone Siberia, 
35 miles west of Chu Lai, Vietnam, 
0230 hours. An explosion rocked me from 
a restive sleep. Since we had seen mini¬ 
mal enemy action during the past eight 
months, especially around our fire- 
support bases, 1 wasn’t overly concerned. 
I monitored ihe radio in my bunker, lis¬ 
tening for con firm a( ion of my guess that it 
had been one of our claymore mines. 
Sometimes they were accidentally deto¬ 
nated by a clumsiliy placed boot or butt. 

Instead, the call came for a medic to 
report to Bunker No. 4. Maybe an unfor¬ 
tunate Gl had wounded himself; not an 
uncommon occurrence when men mix 
with mechanical killing devices. Doc 
bolted from our bunker, armed only with 
his aid bag. 

Minutes passed — a second explosion in 
the direction of Bunker No. 4. I pulled on 
a pair of Ho Chi Minh sandals, stuffed a 
few fragmentation grenades into my cut¬ 
off fatigue trouseis, slung a bandolier 
over my shoulder, grabbed my M16 and 
raced over to Bunker No. 4. 


Acrid sm^ke hung in the tropical night 
air and billcjwed out of the bunker, backlit 
by a descending flare. Inside, pieces of the 
three dead Americans splattered the walls 
and ceiling. The floor held the rest, soak¬ 
ing in an inbh of blood. 

Inside th6 bunker, I knelt to carry out 
the largest ("orm I could find. As 1 raised 
the man in my arms I heard a dull thud 
land at my feet. Thinking it was ait cnpmy 
grenade, I jijuickly kicked the object iout 
into the illuminated night — to find it 'was 
an arm belonging to the man 1 was carry¬ 
ing. 

LZ Siberia had come under intense 
mortar and rocket-propelled-grenade fire. 
A ground dssault by some 30 extensively 
trained, surreptitious sappers from North 
Vietnam was in progress. Helicopter dust- 
offs touched down and took off, evacua¬ 
ting the Wounded, the dead and the 
unrecognizable fragments of hum^n flesh . 

Returning from the evacuation site, 1 
spotted whit appeared to be a head pop¬ 
ping up and down not 12 feet frorh the 
bunker. Tljinking it might be a GI in 

AUGU$Tmi 





TACK ON 

by Robert L Delzell II 



shock, I called to the staring figure. It was 
an enemy sapper, inside our perimeter! 1 
fired several times at the intruder* then 
threw a few frags in his direction. I pro* 
ceeded to check the location and found 
nothing. 1 learned later that my grenade 
detonated directly under the sapper* hurl¬ 
ing his body some 50 yards down the hill. 

Walking like a weak-kneed invalid, 1 
continued my sweep of the bunker line. 
An artillery illumination round cracked 
the darkness with burning clarity. As I 
stood silhouetted against the hill, the at¬ 
tacking ground force directed AK-47 fire 
my way. 

1 spotted a hole and jumped in — to 
find four enemy sappers preparing satchel 
charges to fling at the artillery pieces. 
Their eyes met mine. I hesitated for a sec¬ 
ond in disbelief, then frantically started 
pulling the trigger of my Ml6, being so 
close that aiming was unnecessary. I got 
off four rounds when my weapon clicked 
(in the excitement I’d forgotten to reload). 

One of the three remaining sappers 
picked up his AK-47, turning it into my 



chest. Another pulled the string on a Chi 
Com grenade. I jumped backwards out 
of that hole and fell into another one. 
The grenade exploded, I cleared my 
weapon, crammed in another magazine 
and popped my head up to see the three 
sappers scrambling toward me in an at¬ 
tempt to get out of the compound. 1 fired 
at two and the third slid into a hole not 
four feet from mine. 1 pulled the pin on a 
frag and counted, not wanting to give the 
enemy time enough to throw it back. 

After the grenade went off, I looked 
around to see if there were any signs of 
movement within the bunker line. None. I 
crawled out of the hole and into a trench 
line that connected intermittently between 
bunkers. I found ah abandoned ANPRC- 
25 radio to be my only companion. From 
the concertina wire I could hear enemy 
wounded moaning. I heard others crawl¬ 
ing, sometimes running. I found a half- 
empty case of frags and began to lob them 
in the direction of the sounds, until my 
supply ran out. 

Fortunately, someone had called in a 
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Spooky flare ship equipped with mini¬ 
guns. I contacted her pilot but, in order to 
effectively place her fire, my location had 
to be pinpointed. I attempted to mark it 
by throwing trip flares to my front. Un¬ 
fortunately, every time I threw one, its im¬ 
pact upon the ground extinguished it 
almost immediately. 

Running out of flares, I became desper¬ 
ate. The enemy seemed to be moving more 
quickly each time a flare went out. I 
decided to pull the pin on a flare and place 
it delicately on the mound of dirt directly 
behind me. This time the flare marked my 
location perfectly — both for the pilot 
and for the enemy. 

An enormous fusillade of enemy fire 
poured over my head as I huddled in the 
trench. I gave the pilot a compass direc¬ 
tion and a distance. The mini-guns burst 
out toward the concertina wire, their fire 
incredibly smooth and fluid. It whistled 
through the grass, the wire and the bodies 
of advancing and wounded sappers. The 
illumination was maintained until dawn. 

In the morning we ran a sweep of the 
perimeter and found a total of 11 dead 
sappers. The sapper who died in the hole 
next to mine clutched a grenade in his 
right hand. 

This action marked the initial phase of 
an enemy offensive that would leave my 
company. Delta Fourth Battalion, 31st In¬ 
fantry, 196th Light Infantry Brigade, 
Americal Division, with less than half 
field strength. For my participation in the 
defense of Landing Zone Siberia I was 
awarded the first of two Silver Stars ac¬ 
cumulated during my tour in ’Nam. 


HIEP DUC VALLEY 
1970 WINTER/SPRING 
OFFENSIVE 
by Charles Jandecka 

Hiep Due Valley was hot in late 
April 1970, not quite with the blister¬ 
ing heat of June or July, but hot 
enough to make you check those can¬ 
teens regularly. For us grunts, it was 
about to become even hotter — in 
terms of action. It had been six months 
since Charlie had worked up his nerve 
to invade our tropical paradise. Aside 
from an occasional booby trap or run¬ 
ning gun battle with an elusive NVA, 
the monsoon season had been relative¬ 
ly quiet. But those of us who could 
read trail signs and who had learned to 
watch closely the living habits of the 
natives knew the crap was about to hit 
the fan. 

It was no real surprise when sappers 
hit LZ Siberia, a small fire base located 
along the Song Thu Bon River at the 
far western end of the valley. The at¬ 
tack placed B Company in real danger. 
We were about four miles west of 
Siberia in an isolated hamlet called 
Phuoc Son. Our assignment was to 
monitor unusual activity in the area 


with recon patrols and night listening 
posts. 

1 remember one time when Swamp 
Rat and I were out on a short excursion 
and stopped at one of the Bon’s 
tributaries for water. Although we 
heard and saw no one, we strongly felt 
the presence of other beings close at 
hand. After several quiet minutes, we 
boldly but carefully moved on. These 
same persons made their presence 
known at night by probing all our 
laager positions. No one fell asleep on 
guard duty in Phuoc Son. 

When Siberia was hit we were or¬ 
dered to move east — ASAP. The 
enemy clearly anticipated that our 
march would follow the old French 
road (Highway Number 534) which 
provided the most direct and easiest 
route back to Bing Hoa and Siberia. It 
also provided an excellent ambush site; 
one mile of Number 534 stretched 
through a canyon of sorts formed by 
steep, rolling hills. Our gutsy, in¬ 
telligent commanding officer (CO) 
chose to lead us along a far more dif¬ 
ficult path which wove through the 
jungle south of the road. 

This completely surprised Charlie 
whom our point man caught digging 
fox holes where the path crossed a 
small stream. Charlie took an un¬ 
scheduled lunch break, swallowed a 
burst from an M16 and crawled off 
somewhere to digest it. We beat the 
bush for more of his buddies but even¬ 
tually pushed east toward My Luu and 
more-open terrain. Jungle fighting has 
its advantages, but it is the last place 
you want to run out of ammo or get 
wounded. 

The NVA were really ticked off by 
now. They had failed to overrun 
Siberia, and their other prize — B 
Company — had eluded the snare. The 
situation was definitely serious. Our 
CO kept us on the move constantly for 
the next 72 hours. The company would 
split up into platoons only to reunite 
unexpectedly. We moved our night 
laagers a hundred yards or so at least 
once after dark. 

There is no doubt that these tactics 
kept us from a savage, concerted at¬ 
tack, although we did make light con¬ 
tact on several occasions. We certainly 
were not the Lone Rangers in the valley 
though. The entire battalion (4/31) 
was in over its head. We needed time, 
supplies and support. 

Our maneuvers bought us the time 
and supplies. The support came from 
neighboring U.S. and RVN battalions 
“ infantry, mechanized and artillery. 
The stroke that broke the back of the 
offensive, however, came when big Air 
Force birds dropped their payloads 
among the foothills of the Nui Chom 
mountain range, killing beaucoup 
NVA. Like the enemy, we grunts had 
no idea the bombs were to be dropped. 
And although we were at least four 
miles off and across the valley when 


they exploded, I personally almost wet 
my pants. Thanks, Uncle Sam! 


IT HAPPENED TO ME 


The progress of “Night Attack on 
Landing Zone Siberia” from the SOF 
mail room to publication illustrates 
three copy-editing points: the impor¬ 
tance of article length, appropriate 
subject matter and relevance to other 
SOF articles. To explain these points as 
they relate to Robert Delzell’s article 
may help demystify the copy selection 
process at SOF and help potential 
authors before they set pen to paper or 
fingers to typewriter keys. 

I received Delzell’s story as an It- 
Happened-to-Me submission early last 
year. My initial reaction: it’s too long 
for the column’s 5(X)-word copy 
length. I could have rejected it — but it 
was an excellent action story and SOF 
tries to run at least one Vietnam article 
or column per issue. I therefore recom¬ 
mended that we run “Siberia” as a 
short one- or two-page feature, and 
our other editors agreed with me. 

We wrote Delzell, requesting photo¬ 
graphs: feature articles require illustra¬ 
tion (and we prefer photos with It 
Happened to Me and I Was There — 
although we accept good stories 
without them). Delzell was able to send 
only one photograph. Although we 
would have to find more before the ar¬ 
ticle could run, we typeset it and put it 
into our Vietnam-article file during the 
summer of 1980. 

This January I opened Charles Jan- 
decka’s It-Happened-to-Me submis¬ 
sion. My initial reaction: reject, ex¬ 
plaining that it was an overview rather 
than a personal experience, which is 
what we’re looking for in It Happened 
to Me and I Was There. 

But then I read it a second time and 
the words “Landing Zone Siberia” 
leaped out at me. I went to the Viet¬ 
nam-article file and pulled out 
Delzell’s article. Bingo! The two pieces 
complemented one another — Delzell’s 
giving the personal action and 
Jandecka’s the overview. I recom¬ 
mended we run Jandecka’s account as 
a sidebar — or supplementary article 

— with “Night Attack on Landing 
Zone Siberia.” Again, our other 
editors agreed with me. 

We accepted “Hiep Due Valley.” 
The separate parts had come together 

— and SOF had a new feature article. 

—M.L. Jones 
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JOIN THE 
PROFESSIONALS! 



You’re a man of action. So make SOLDIER OF FORTUNE your source of exclusive 
information on the world’s hotspots and the latest news on mercenaries, weapons, 
self-defense, clandestine operations and survival in a changing world. You can’t afford 
not to know. 


□ Bill Me (U.S.A. Only) □ Payment enclosed (U,S. Funds only please) 
Please charge my □ VISA □ Master Charge 

E*p. Date_ Account No- 

USA, Canada, Mexico 

2nd Class (Brown Wrapper) 

1 St Class (Sealed Envelope) 

Overseas 

Surface □ $33 

Air □ $70 

Please make check or money order payable to: 


1 Year (12 Issues) 

□ $26 (Save $7) 

□ $50 


2 Years (24 Issues) 

□ $ 52 (Save $14) 

□ $100 


When you subscribe to SOF, you learn tips and 
techniques that save you time and money — and 
maybe your lifel Experts reveal survival skills and 
new developments in weaponry that are not found 
elsewhere. And from our correspondents, you get 
timely first-hand reports from Africa, S.E. Asia, 
Afghanistan and Latin America* 

So spoil yourself, and buy the source for 
dventure, mercenary activity, urban and 
wilderness, survival, and cUscover products you 
only dri^amed about. 


Name_ 

Address 

(please print) 



Citu 


State ZlD code 

Signature 
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NIARINE RECON 

Part 2: SOT Staffer loins Mglit 
Scuba Ops in Puerto Rico 

LEFT: Recon on guard In Puerto Rican bush, armed 
with M16A1. BELOW: Recon In bush with M16A1. 

BOTTOM: Marine preparing equipment for mission. 


Text a Photos 
by fred Reed 


A molten Puerto Rican sunset 
glowed over black water, slowly 
burning out to a sullen smear low on 
the rim of the Atlantic. We moved 
toward Pineros Island, eight Marines 
in a rubber boat, the soft slap of 
waves audible over the muffled 
chuffing of the outboard. Behind us 
followed another boat full of 
Marines crouched between the 
gunnels, bush hats low over faces 
painted in evil patterns of green-and- 
black camouflage. The men in my 
boat were silent, staring into the 
Immensity of the sky. They sat with 
their knees to their chests to avoid 
16 scuba tanks crammed into every 
available space. We looked like a 
half-dozen mouldy corpses going to 
war in a bathtub. 

On the long ride from Roosevelt 
Roads, I went over the details of our 
mission, which was to inspect an 
ICBM silo on an island belonging to 
an unnamed country — obviously Cuba, 


Photo: U.S.M.C. 
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although the CO was careful to talk 
of “Country A” and “Country B” — 
to determine whether it was secretly 
being made operational, and how to 
destroy it if necessary. Afterward, 
we’d link up with partisan forces on 
the beach. 

Then I sank Into myself, caught up 
in the tropical night. Puerto Rico can 
be a shock for anyone who spent 
time In Vietnam. Its brilliant green 
hills and humid nights are much like 
those of Southeast Asia. I 
remembered long crazy nights on 
the Mekong ammo run to Phnom 
Penh, trips up the Cai Be with the 
ARVN Navy after the GIs left Saigon, 
the lap of waves against shot-up 
tugs at Vung Tau. I didn’t know what 
the other men were thinking. Many 
were too young to have been to 
Vietnam. Still, Marines don’t 
change much. 

“All right, cut the dreaming. Let’s 
get suited up,” said Gunny St. 

Pierre. Pineros grew nearer, a dark 
mass in the smoldering light. We 
stopped 500 yards away and shot an 
azimuth to the beach. St. Pierre was 
a volatile French Canadian with an 
olive bandana around his head. At 
36, he can run 15 miles In Puerto 
Rico’s humid heat. Superman 
himself couldn’t do It; not in his 
prime after three cups of coffee. 

It is not easy for several men to 
squirm and twist into underwater 
gear in a loaded Zodiac boat, but we 
managed It somehow. No one said 
much: Recons keep quiet as much 
by Instinct as by plan. I moved 
slowly in the tangled mass of 
equipment, and stuffed my fins 
between my tanks and the next pair 
to prevent clanking. Military diving is 
not a graceful business: Everyone 
wore complete jungle utilities, 
boots, rifle belt, rifle, UDT 
(Underwater Demolitions Team) life 
vest, regulator, tanks, dive watch, 
knife, day-night flare — all the 
encumbering gear needed 
underwater and in the bush. We 
carried no canteens, which can 
cause buoyancy problems unless 
completely filled. A hollow hiss 
came as men tested their regulators 
with a few quick breaths. The 
moist air smelled of neoprene and 
grease paint. 

I had been around these men long 
enough to know some of them. They 
were good, solid troopers with some 
wild characters among them — the 
company cook had a T-shirt that 
said “Death From Within’’ — but In 
the gloom they became anonymous 
shapes, mushroom-headed shadows 
in rumpled bush hats. War has come 
a long way: from the glamour of the 
knights to the stealthy efficiency of 
Recon. The sunset died, fading 
sharply from blood red to dark blue. 


“In ze zhoup,’’ said St. Pierre, who 
has never lost his childhood accent. 
An intelligent man with the precision 
and crispness of a German, St. 

Pierre sometimes bellows and roars 
in French when angry. A man rolled 
backward into the black water with a 
muffled splash. Another followed, 
and another. St. Pierre tapped me on 
the shoulder and I leaned backward. 
There came the sudden shock of 
water and a cold grab at my crotch, 
then a chill trickling as the sea 
worked Its way into the receses of 
my boots. Entering black restless 
water always gives me a moment’s 
pause. The ocean at night has an 
inhabited look, and there are 
predators out there. But, for some 
reason, the anxiety leaves under¬ 
water. 

I deflated my BC (buoyancy 
compensator) and sank. The boat 
disappeared and I hung In unearthly 
gloom. The undersea world is a 
strange place at night. No sound 
came but the loud hiss of air 
through the regulator and the 
shuddering rumble of escaping 
bubbles. Sssssss ... 
wubbawubbawubba. Just enough 
light penetrated the water from the 
fading sunset to turn the team into 
eerily swimming shapes in a curious 
dimness that wasn’t light and yet 
wasn’t quite darkness. They 
disappeared Intermittently behind 
the silvery cloud of bubbles rising in 
front of my faceplate. 

We flailed about in the night, 
trying to form up for the swim to the 
beach. One of the twisting shadows 
handed me a loop of the budweiser 
line, a 120-foot rappel line with 
butterfly knots forming loops every 
12 feet. With no lights and little 
visibility, men could easily be 
separated from the team. The line 
kept them together. I rolled on my 
back and looked up. Waves rippled 
and shone in the cold light of the 
surface as if in a shifting sea of 
mercury. Occcasionally, a faceplate 
glinted demonically from one of the 
writhing shapes. The line formed 
and we prepared to swim the 500 
yards to the beach, hanging on 
alternate sides of the line so as not 
to kick each other. A man who had 
his mask kicked off and lost would 
probably finish the dive without it, 
but it was better not to have to 
find out. 

We streamed off into the hissing 
emptiness. The lead man held a 
flutter board in front of him: a 
beveled sheet of plywood with a 
compass and depth gauge. He had 
to keep us precisely on azimuth and 
at depth — no more than 40 feet. 
Another man somewhere In the line 
carried a waterproofed ammunition 
box containing a PRC-77 radio. 
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Few people realize how physically 
fit Recons are. 

They are awesome. 


LEFT: Recon diver checking gear for night op. BELOW: Recons practicing 
for hydrographic survey. BOTTOM: Recon with body art and M16A1. 




There aren’t enough combat 
swimmers in the Navy, even 
counting the SEALs, to inspire the 
Navy to get a good watertight box 
sealed with 0-rings, so each outfit 
has to come up with its own 
method. Sometimes it works, and 
sometimes the Navy gets to buy 
new radios. 

For an immeasurable time we 
swam through the murk. I could see 
nothing except a pair of rhythmically 
waving fins in front of me like some 
aquatic bat flapping through a 
haunted ocean. We were using 
twin-80s — 80-cublc-foot aluminum 
tanks which are usually filled to 
3,000 pounds per square inch. I 
fumbled in the water behind me for 
my pressure gauge and got a shock: 
it showed 2,000, psi, indicating that I 
was using air very fast. It occurred 
to me that the Recons were probably 
in such good shape that they 
weren’t using any air at all and, as I 
didn’t want to have to surface and 
embarrass myself, I finished the 
swim practically holding my breath. 
Later I learned that my tanks had 
been filled only to 2,400 psi. 

Few people realize how physically 
fit Recons are. They are awesome. 
Most of them have weightlifter’s 
physiques, because most of them 
are weightlifters, but their endurance 
is their real strength. Saying that 
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they can run 15 miles Is not very 
impressive in an age \A/hen the roads 
are full of lawyers and secretaries 
practicing for marathons. The catch 
is that Recons can do it in the 
tropic sun — and most of them do 
not have the distance runner’s 
slender build. 

I found out the hard way when I 
asked 1st Lt. Floyd Houston if he 
would like to do an easy five miles. 
This is my usual lunch-hour run and, 
since I can do twice that and live, it 
didn’t seem much of a challenge. At 
11:00 we set out. The sun was hot. 
Humidity was pushing a hundred 
percent. The sun got hotter. After a 
mile It got very much hotter. After 
two miles, I was within 500 yards of 
heat stroke and definitely crapped 
out — panting, sweating like a race 
horse and dizzy with the heat. 
Houston was not even breathing 
hard — and I am not exaggerating to 
make a good story. 

When i joined them in Puerto 
Rico, they had been training hard for 
several weeks on four hours’ sleep a 
night: 10-mi!e runs, all-night ops, 
long conditioning swims and 
considerable beer-drinking in free 
time. They were still alert, vigorous 
and In good spirits. That's stamina. 
Anybody can do almost anything for 
a short while, but try to keep 
it up. 

For what seemed a long time we 
finned slowly through the void, 
seeing only an occasional startled 
fish dart out of sight. Finally, 
nothingness below dissolved into 
black ooze, dropped off again to 
gray and turned black again. We 
were entering the shallows. We 
stopped in three feet of water and 
broke the surface. A hundred feet 
away the faint gray line of a narrow 
beach stopped in a looming wall of 
jungle. Heads appeared all around 
me, keeping low in the water. From 
the west, the distant lights of the. 
harbor glittered in the ebony water, 
sending out long fingers of light that 
pointed right at us. We cached the 
scuba gear in the shallows and 
weighted It down to keep it from 
floating away. Then we waded 
silently to the beach. Water 
cascaded from drenched clothing. 

The shallows were dangerous. The 
bottom crawled with sea urchins, 
which amount to living pin cushions 
with waving masses of needle-sharp 
spines several inches long. If a man 
carrying heavy gear feli on one or, 
worse, into a bed of them, he could 
be seriously hurt. I put one boot 
carefully in front of the other to 
keep from getting stabbed In the 
ankle. Urchins crunched beneath my 
feet. I was extremely wet. 

The team gathered on the beach 
and faded into the shadows. The 


\t INES began to grab at us like 
cords in some weird trap. 


RIGHT: On the beach, rehearsing for the night’s ops. Note UDT life vests. 
BELOW: Recon with M 16 A 1 waits in boat for mission. BOTTOM: Marine 
chewing tobacco before mission. 



tide was high, which meant that we 
wouldn’t leave many tracks in the 
sand. It’s easy to feel conspicuous 
on a white beach in the starlight, 
with harbor lights pointing 
accusatory fingers across the water, 
but in fact we were almost 
undetectible. An enemy can fairly 
easily guard his airspace against 
paradrops by using radar, but it 
would cost billions to plant sensors 
along entire shorelines, which are 
long and dark. An alert sentry In 
exactly the right spot at the right 
time, perhaps with a Starlight scope, 
could have detected us. In the real 
world, sentries are spread thin and 
are usually bored. 

My escort was Lt. Houston, who 
was along to grade the performance 
of the team. I couldn’t have come 
along without him: Maj. Jon Smythe, 
CO of the company, had been 
helpful, but doesn’t let reporters 
Interfere with his training. Houston 
is 26, scuba-qualified, a HALO 
jumper with 400 jumps, a highly 
ranked competitive rifleman and 
serves as intelligence officer for 
Force Recon. He’s average for the 
company. He took me down the 
beach a way so that we could talk. 

“Well, I hope you like hard going,” 
he said. “Gunny’s probably going to 
head straight into the bush to get us 
off the beach — at least, that’s what 
I’d do — and this stuff is pretty 
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thick. I’ve put four platoons through 
here this Week, so I know more 
about this isiand than I really 
want to." 

If I came back to the office 
without this story, they’d execute 
me in back of the building, so it 
didn’t really make much difference 
what was in the bush. 

‘Ms there anything you want me to 
do or not to do?” 

This, I have learned, is a smart 
question. Troops often assume that 
you know as much as they do about 
what they are doing. Then you find 
yourself hanging in a tree asking, 
“You mean there was a minefield 
over there? No shit-” 

“Don’t stay in one place too 
long,” Houston said. We got bad 
ants in here. Don’t grab anything 
you can’t see, and you won’t be able 
to see anything. Stay close to the 
man in front. It’s awful easy to get 
lost. We’ve got all kinds of snakes 
and bees. Watch out for gullies, it’s 
easy to break a leg. If you see big 
nests up in the trees, stay away 
from them. We think they’re 
termites, but they may be hornets.” 

A happy thought: running through 
dense jungle in pitch darkness, with 
gullies everywhere and a cubic yard 
of hornets in hot pursuit. I decided 
to think about something else. 

We moved in single file into the 
looming jungle, a deep black mass 
towering over us. Nobody said a 
word. Almost immediately I bumped 
into a tree. “Don’t lead with your 
head,” Houston whispered. I hadn’t 
but, oddly enough, it is a natural 
instinct to do just that — push the 
brush away with your hands and 
stick your head through the opening. 
It is also a good way to get an 
eyeball full of thorns. 

The growth closed behind us, 
muffling the rhythmic rush of waves 
on the beach. A smell of rotting 
vegetation pervaded the air. 
Overhead a few stars shone, 
startlingly bright to full night vision, 
but the forest stayed dark. Vines 
began to grab at us like cords in 
some weird trap. One caught at my 
throat. I slid my forearm along it to 
see which was the high end and 
ducked under it, found myself In a 
hole that might or might not drop 20 
feet, twisted my way around a tree, 
felt a leafy branch grab at my face 
and cringed away from it. The 
tropics are full of what a soldier 
once described to me as “very 
effective ants” that crawl along a 
branch, run down your collar with 
single-minded determination and 
sting the living hell out of you. The 
only thing to do is to tear your 
clothes off. 

Continued on page 77 
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MAKING 

Part 2: There Has To Be A Payoff 

by Marv Wolf 


L ee Marvin’s WWIi experience as a combat Ma¬ 
rine in the Pacific added authenticity to his per¬ 
formance in The Big Red One — although as the 
sergeant in the film he and his squad (shown here) 
stormed African and Italian beaches. Writer-direc¬ 
tor Sam Fuller, a WWII vet, remembered rigid Ar¬ 
my policy and shot the film without military assis¬ 
tance — rather than possibly compromise his 
story. If he’d contacted Lt. Cols. Dennis Foley and 
Jim Channon, current Army PAOs, he’d have learn¬ 
ed new Army policy is to give film makers as much 
information as possible — and let them make 
their own decisions. Photo: Lorimar Productions. 


Last month Marv Wolf described the 
operation of the Marine Corps and U.S. 
Air Force West Coast public affairs of¬ 
fices. The primary concern of Maj. Pat 
Coulter, USMC, is that film companies 
do things **The Marine Way, and in¬ 
sofar as the situation permits, he provides 
realistic details to give added authenticity. 

Some problems are insoluble — such as 
finding H-34s for Rumor of War — and 
then the technical adviser and filrp pro¬ 
ducers have to work with what is 
available: for example, using UH-ls and 
green Mexican pilots who couldn 7 
duplicate Vietnam chopper-pilot maneu¬ 
vers in the above film. ** We just did the 
best we could, ** says Coulter. 

Los Angeles is an important Air Force 
center for high-technology research and 
development and there are several large 
air bases in the area. Therefore, the USAF 
West Coast Public Affairs Office (PAO) 
is divided between providing information 
about area operations and advising 
motion-picture and TV production, Lt. 
Col. Duncan Wilmore, USAF, heads the 
movie and TV section. 

Wilmore's primary mission is to pre¬ 
serve historical accuracy and maintain 
proper characterization of his service. The 


original script of the TV movie, Enola 
Gay, for example, showed AF Gens. 
LeMay and Blanchard negatively — 
LeMay as obstructing Project **Silver 
Plate” and Blanchard, later AF vice chief- 
of-staff, as an idiot in a test maneuver — 
neither of which actually happened. When 
Wilmore pointed out these errors, the film 
makers changed the script. 

All branches of the military are govern¬ 
ed by the same Defense Department regu¬ 
lation: military support for a film cannot 
cause the service to incur any liability or 
cost the government any money, and the 
government may allow the use of equip¬ 
ment only when it is not competing with 
any civilian supplier. In addition, the 
military services will support only those 
productions which give, in their view, an 
accurate portrayal of military operations 
and historical incidents, persons or places. 
F the Marines and Air Force are in¬ 
terested in doing things by the 
numbers, the Army public-affairs officers 
have a more relaxed view of their mission. 
“We don’t do much of anything that isn’t 
connected with the film industry,” ex¬ 
plains Army Lt, Col. Dennis Foley. 

“We’re sort of the Department of the 
Army’s film commission on the West 
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FORMER MARINE 
NOW MOVIE STAR 

When Lee Marvin stars in a war 
movie, he doesn’t have to imagine 
what the real thing is like. He learned 
the hard way, as a Marine rifleman 
during World War 11. 

Marvin joined the Marines in 1943 at 
age 17 and was soon dispatched to the 
Pacific where he took part in the Kwa- 
jalein/Eniwetok operations prior to 
hitting the beach at Saipan. 

During that bloody campaign, Mar¬ 
vin’s outfit fell into a Japanese ambush 
and a severe fire fight erupted. He suf¬ 
fered a gunshot wound in the back, the 
bullet nicking his spine. 

For some time, other Marines were 
unable to reach him and, during the 
melee, another Marine fell dead on top 
of Marvin. 

The actor-to-be spent the next 13 
months hospitalized. 

He said of the experience: “I spent 
most of 13 months lying on my back in 
a hospital thinking, and I concluded 
that it’s every man for himself. You 
can’t let your guard down for a 
minute. The most useless word in the 
world is ‘help.* ” 

Marvin still receives a $40-per- 
month disability pension. 

After his discharge, he studied ac¬ 
ting on the GI bill at the American 
Theater Wing in New York. 

But before studying to be an actor, 
Marvin did something most uncharac¬ 
teristic of him. He took a course in 
stenography. 

“I still can’t explain why I did that,” 
he says. 

Marvin has gained a reputation as 
something of a barroom brawler, and 
after one encounter he remarked: “He 
kept leaning on me and wouldn’t back 
off, so I took away his banjo and hit 
him in the face with it.” 

Asked about his feelings regarding 
violence, Marvin said, “I killed during 
the war for impersonal reasons. I’m 
quite capable of doing it now for 
reasons of my own. 

“Sure I would. But most people only 
wise up when they’re down on the deck 
with blood everywhere.” 

Marvin was an unrepentant Hawk 
during the Vietnam War. 

—Bob Poos 
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Photo: Warner Bros. 

JOHN WAYNE 
AT FT. BENNING 

I was sitting in my windowless, air- 
conditioned cranny — I was too junior 
for a nook — on the top floor of Ft. 
Denning’s Infantry Hall when I heard a 
clamor in the corridor. Doors opening. 
People talking in excited tones. I went 
to investigate and there was John 
Wayne. 

He was working his way down the 
corridor, pausing every few feet to 
shake somebody’s hand. A secretary 
asked him for an autograph. He 
obliged. 

He was older than he looked on the 
screen, that day in 1967, had practical¬ 
ly no hair and was 20 or maybe 25 
pounds overweight. 

He walked into my office, stuck his 
hand out and said, unneccesarily, “I’m 
John Wayne.” 

Wayne was at Denning to scout a 
location for his film. The Green 
Berets. 1 was a second lieutenant in the 
infantry, the assistant public-infor¬ 
mation officer for radio and TV. With¬ 
in a few weeks he would be back, this 
time with a cast and crew, including his 
sons, Patrick and Michael, Aldo Ray 
and David Janssen. 

Dy the time the film was over, 
Wayne had lost the extra poundage 
and produced a movie unremarkable 
save for its very existence: John Wayne 
was the only Hollywood film maker 
with the guts to make a pro-American 
motion picture about the Vietnam War 
while it was still in progress. 

And while he was at it, I learned a 
little something about the art of mak¬ 
ing films. 


Wayne chose Denning as the site for 
The Green Berets because it offered the 
necessary facilities and support. He 
was able to film live-fire sequences shot 
on ranges and conducted as part of 
training. He was able to ask for 50 
female Oriental extras and get them 
from among military dependants. 
There were people at Denning who 
knew firsthand what a Vietnamese 
village looked like, and others who 
could tell him how to build a replica of 
a Special Forces A-Team camp. 

The liaison officer was my boss, Capt. 
Augie Shomberger. Besides my other 
duties, I was Shomberger’s gopher on 
the project. “Marv, I need 10 deuce- 
and-a-halfs, 300 grunts with weapons 
and field gear and a couple of 
Chinooks for Tuesday morning,” he’d 
tell me. Then I’d start making phone 
calls, rounding up the off-duty sol¬ 
diers, the trucks, the ’hooks. 

The most interesting thing I had to 
do was find a location for a scene that 
required an old French Colonial house. 
The location scouts had come up emp¬ 
ty, but I knew that right across the 
street from my apartment in Colum¬ 
bus, Ga., was the remnant of an old 
plantation called Hilton. The house 
was large and looked like a French 
Colonial. It was surrounded by dense 
shrubbery and had two tennis courts. 
The owners were a pair of school 
teachers. 

The production company rented 
their house, rebuilt the front porch to 
support its heavy equipment and turn¬ 
ed my apartment into a command post 
for two days and three nights of 
shooting. 

All of a sudden, my neighbors all 
needed to borrow a cup of something. 
The same neighbors — who barely 
nodded to me when I passed them in 
the hall or on the steps — all came over 
to say hello and be introduced to the 
movie people. It was funny. After the 
movie folks left, things went back to 
normal. 

Once, David Janssen, who played a 
war correspondent in the film, asked 
me to come to his trailer out on a loca¬ 
tion set. There he asked me about some 
of the press I’d known in Vietnam — 
how they dressed in the field, how they 
conducted themselves, whether they 
were ever armed. 

About the only others that ever went 
into that trailer were the makeup peo¬ 
ple and a stream of local girls, who 
seemed to stay for only an hour or two 
and then leave, quietly. 

John Wayne strides 
through “A” Camp In 
Vietnam In “Green 
Berets.” Weapon is M16. 
Photo: Warner Bros. 


John Wayne liked the people he 
worked with at Denning so well that he 
had his writers create a bit part for the 
officer who ran the Ranger Depart¬ 
ment, Col. Edwards. He played 
himself, was on screen for about two 
minutes and was paid scale, wages. 

A few years ago I was in a camera 
store near my home in Southern 
California. John Wayne came in, look¬ 
ing gaunt and ill. As we waited at the 
film counter, he eyed me. Then he 
smiled and stuck out his hand. “You 
were with me at Denning for The Green 
Berets, weren’t you?” he asked. We 
shook hands. “Nice to see you again,” 
he said as he left the shop. 

A couple of weeks later, he died of 
cancer. His films, including The Green 
Berets, live on. I’m pleased I can say I 
had a tiny part in bringing it to the 
screen. — Marv Wolf 


GOING TO WAR 

There was one glaring technical er¬ 
ror in The Green Berets that was pro¬ 
bably caught only by Army veterans of 
Vietnam. 

Near the movie’s end, David Jans¬ 
sen, who plays the correspondent, is 
standing on the company street of 
what is supposedly an Army base in 
Vietnam. 

A company of troops comes march¬ 
ing by, and one of the other principal 
players says, “If you want to go to the 
war, follow those guys. They’re going 
to the war.” 

Only problem was that the marching 
troops bore several different patches 
on their right shoulders, including First 
Cav and Dig Red One. They were 
mostly Vietnam vets who only now 
could wear on their right shoulders 
patches of the units with which they 
had served in combat. 

They weren’t going to the war — 
they had returned from it. 

—Dob Poos 
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Robert Duvall runs obstacle course in “Pursuit.** Army PAOs helped film 
makers recreate Ft. Benning*s Ranger School as it was in *60s — where film 
skyjacker learned escape-and-evasion skills. Photo: Polygram/Universal 


Coast,** agrees his working partner, Lt. 
Col. Jim Channon. “Just as any state 
would have a film commission to interface 
with and facilitate film making, that*s our 
functional approach. Exactly how and 
why is an evolutionary thing. The office 
was originally established way back as a 
special operation to deal with public rela¬ 
tions — with media requests. Who are you 
going to ask if you have an Army ques¬ 
tion? We have no troops here in L.A. So 
we opened this office.** 

“We*ve found that about eight queries 
come from the film or TV industry for 
every one that comes from other media. 
Our job is to help the American public 
understand the Army that belongs to and 
works for them,** adds Channon. 

**We help the public 
understand their Army. ” 

“Our approach to this is, if you just 
leave the motion-picture industry alone, 
they’ll turn out about 700 hours of Army- 
related programming a year. If you just 
leave *em alone. And that’s Army past, 
present, future or notional.** Notional? 
“Yes, notional. Somebody’s idea of what 
the Army could be like. Take this script,** 
says Foley, digging a loose-leaf-bound, 
soft-cover book out of a jammed book¬ 
case (government issue, dark-brown 
wood, one each). 

“This is about an organization called 
the U.S. Police Force. The film is called 
Halloween in the Fogy and it’s set in the 
year 2000. The country has gone into 
complete chaos. Same thing is happening 
all over the world. Roaming bands of gyp¬ 
sies are looting and pillaging, and the 
government, in this film, finally gets the 
country under control by taking all the 
military and paramilitary forces and com¬ 
bining them into the U.S. Police Force, 
trying to settle things down, get the 
economy moving again and electing the 
president as a strong man with wide 
powers. They turn Manhattan into a penal 
colony and make Isaac Hayes the warden. 
Then somebody kidnaps the president. 

“So, they’re gonna make this with us or 
without us. We’re giving them technical 
advice. They’ve got to use ’60s helicop¬ 
ters, because there just isn’t anything else 
available. With a fixed-wing aircraft you 
could maybe stick on some futuristic- 
looking fins or stuff, but not on helicop¬ 
ters, So the producer just has to live with 
that,*’ says Foley. 

Foley and his staff are also involved 
with Ihirsuity a fact-and-fancy treatment 
of the D.B. Cooper skyjacking story. 
“Right up to the point where Cooper, 
played by Treat Williams, parachutes 
from the 727, it’s all pretty close to the 
real story. Then an insurance investigator 
— played by Robert Duvall — gets into 
the story. He’s a retired airbome/Ranger/ 
Special-Forces type, and he begins to put 
together little things about D.B. Cooper 
and it turns out that Cooper was once his 


student in Ranger School and later his pla¬ 
toon sergeant. 

“So to film this we give them some 
photos and descriptions of the Victory 
Pond area at Ft. Benning, and they re¬ 
create the 1960s* Ranger School — a com¬ 
bined obstacle-and-confidence course out 
at Newhall [a Southern California movie 
location]. It’s more than what we would 
have at Benning, but that’s the way 
movies are — larger than life, statements 
made bold by exaggeration. It’s show biz. 

“Anyway, the producer, Buzz Kulik, 
called and asked us to help him make this 
authentic. The idea is to show how the 
D.B. Cooper character got all his escape- 
and-evasion skills and the manual dexteri¬ 
ty to evade the law after the skyjack.** 

Jim Channon gets out of his chair and 
strolls into the office projection room, a 
large space crammed with videotape re¬ 
corders, movie-projection equipment and 
many spools and cassettes. In a few 
minutes, an action sequence from The Ex¬ 
terminator flickers onto the video screen. 
Huge, slow-burning flares light a bizarre 
scene with waves of red light. 

“They borrowed the lighting from 
Apocalypse NoWy^^ explains Chzuinon. 
“These are the uncut opening scenes. The 
idea is to establish how this guy got to be 
such a killer, but the setting is weird. No 
one would light a holding camp for POWs 
that way unless they were inviting a B-52 


strike. But Hollywood only knows what 
the picture before them knew. They copy 
costumes, special effects and so forth, be¬ 
cause the producers feel that it’s a good 
safe bet that if it sold last time, it’ll 
sell this time. 

“When one of these scripts comes into 
my office and I sit down to read it, I can 
tell the age of the writer by reading the 
script. Usually, if he’s a good writer, he’s 
an old writer. If he’s an established writer 
and the studio says to him. ‘Here’s an 
idea, go ahead and write it,’ it’ll come in 
the door complete with corporals and ba¬ 
zookas and pineapple grenades. 

“It’s marvelously structured as a script, 
it does all the things you have to do, tech¬ 
nically, but everybody is a corporal. And 
every general has nine aides, and all we do 
is sit around the officers’ club trying to 
pull the wool over some congressman’s 
eyes and get ourselves promoted. Where 
all this bullshit comes from, I don’t know. 
But we have to dispel these stereotypes. So 
what we do,’’ says Foley, “is offer as 
much information as we can. 

“Then we allow them to make their 
own decision as to how they want to play 
it. It goes something like this: They’ll say, 
‘We need this kind of helicopter for so- 
and-so, and then we want to go surfing on 
the beach.’ And then we’ll say, ‘We don’t 
do that, but it’s your movie, and it’s your 
nickel.’ So at least they’re able to make an 
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educated choice. So if they then go ahead 
and use the surfing scene anyway, Tni 
very much unmoved by the guy who calls 
me up and says, ‘Hey, I saw them using 
the wrong helicopter.* 

“What do they think this is, some kind 
of helicopter parking lot? This is L.A. 
The Army can’t just trot out helicopters 
for the film industry when there are 
helicopters available from commercial 
sources. We’re not concerned in this of¬ 
fice with whether the badges or buttons 
are on right or wrong. When we are asked 
for assistance, there are only so many 
things we can help them with. Now if we 
help them with the badges at the expense 
of the characters, the story line or the real¬ 
ly important, lasting things, then we’ve 
shot ourselves in the foot. The uniforms 
come from movie wardrobe-supply com¬ 
panies. 

“When somebody writes to Soldiers 
Magazine and says, ‘I saw this guy in the 
film and he was wearing the wrong color 
T-shirt,’ it only means something to the 
guy who wore that color shirt. The mil¬ 
lions and millions of other viewers only 
know whether they like the story or not. 
They know whether they like the character 
or not. The fact that it should have 
been a white T-shirt or a green T-shirt 
will be long lost or overlooked by them,’’ 
says Foley. 

But there are still some critics who 
would look past the forest and see only 
lots of little trees. “I got a call from a 
critic the other day,*’ says Foley. “He 
said, ‘Did you see Private BenjaminV He 
was writing a review. I asked, ‘Did you 
like it?’ He said, ‘That’s not really impor¬ 
tant. I’m writing a review, and I’m itemiz¬ 
ing the errors in it.* Who would want to 
read a review like that? What kind of per¬ 
son sits there counting the errors? 

“TTiw is the entertainment 
industry — they're not 
making documentaries. ” 

“We know there are errors. We have to 
allow them to go by the wayside. Do you 
know how much it would cost the produc¬ 
tion company if we got out on the set and 
said, ‘During this period we didn’t wear 
gold U.S. Army insignia and white name 
tapes,’ when the costume company had al¬ 
ready sent them out? They’re not gonna 
shut down production while they send all 
the uniforms back and get new ones, 
because it’s just too expensive. But 
somebody will sit in his living room 
wherever he’s come to rest after leaving 
Fort Someplace and say, ‘Those guys got 
the wrong name tapes on.’ No shit. 

“Well, if you’re paying for it, pal, we’ll 
have them put on the right name tapes. 
But as long as Universal is getting the 
bills, or Fox, or whoever, they’re going 
to make it as accurate as they can afford. 
They’re not making documentaries. Ev¬ 
erybody who sees an Army movie makes 
the assumption that it has to be docu¬ 
mentary in approach and that it has to 
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TOP: Lee Marvin’s squad hits the beach during Aliied invasion of Africa in “Big 
Red One.” Weapons are Mis and 3.5-in. M20 rocket launcher. Photo: Lorimar 
Productions. LEFT: “Titanic” was creation of Hollowood special-effects lab, 
which filmed its ascent from ocean floor. In movie, scene in which sailors aboard 
“O.S.S. Denver” mimed surprise and awe was spliced to shot of liner breaking sur¬ 
face. Photo: AFD. 


have documentary authenticity. This is 
the ENTERTAINMENT industry,” he 
says, emphasizing each syllable. “They 
don’t do documentaries,” 

“Dennis has lots of time in the 
service,” says Channon. “I have lots of 
time with troops. Our leading priority is to 
tell the story of the soldier in the modern 
Army. If there’s ever a forgotten man, it’s 
the everyday soldier who’s out there try¬ 
ing to do his job. We know that’s not a 
very good subject for entertainment by 
Hollywood standards. Unless Hollywood 
can find some little flaw in what’s going 
on, so they can kick a little drama or a lit¬ 
tle comedy into it, they’re not interested. 
That’s what comes across in M*A*S*H. 

“We have to accept the fact that, for 
the most part, the Army is going to be 
treated as comedy. So we have to find a 
way, working with the screenplay, to 
i show the common soldier doing his job. 
[ We’re much more concerned with who the 
I character is than if he’s in the right uni¬ 
form. If we have time for that, fine, but 
it’s further down the list of priorities.” 


’ Foley has been involved with 
M*A*S*H since he arrived, nearly three 
years ago, to take on his present job. “I’m 
proud every week to be in some way in¬ 
volved with the program. People sit in 
their living rooms and they know whether 
they like Sherman Potter [the colonel 
played by Harry Morgan], Hawkeye 
[played by Alan Alda], Radar, Klinger 
and B.J. 

“Uniforms change all the time, but a 
question that stays the same is: ‘Do you 
like the show; are you entertained by it?’ 
So when the staff at M*A*S*H calls us 
and asks for help, we very enthusiastically 
try to do whatever we can. We know it’s a 
comedy. We don’t sit here and wring our 
hands and say, ‘We don’t want to help 
you make somebody look foolish.* We 
have fools, we have clovms and we have 
buffoons in the Army, just as in every 
other segment of society,” say Foley. 

“But you notice,” puts in Channon, 
“that when the helicopters come in with 
wounded, nothing gets in the way. The 
bottom line is, they care about their pro¬ 


fession, and they care about each other.” 

“Hawkeye,” adds Foley, “doesn’t like 
bullshit, chickenshit paperwork and 
bureaucracy. What does he like? To pro¬ 
vide the best medical attention he can to 
his patients. Now, what’s wrong with 
helping to present that?” 

M*A*S*H is now in its eighth year on 
TV. But the production almost closed 
down a couple of years ago for want of 
fresh material. “About the time that Jim 
and I came to work here, nearly three 
years ago, we had a sort of change in at¬ 
titude around here. It was the doing of 
our old boss, [Lt. Col.] Pat Vittella, who 
retired not long ago. The new way of do¬ 
ing things is, we don’t ‘not help’ anybody. 
We help ’em all. 

“Because the more help and informa¬ 
tion you can give to people creating enter¬ 
tainment, the better it is for us. Because 
they can make better decisions based on 
reality rather than just assumptions about 
the way things are in the Army. And they 
also get to like the people with whom they 
come into contact. We find that they 
come away with a completely different 
perspective on the Army — a big change 
from what they thought the Army was like 
before, as they sat in Studio City, writing 
their screenplays. 

“We helped the M*A*S*H people for 
two years with ongoing, previously 
designed episodes. We knew how well 
they were doing — it might just be coin¬ 
cidence, but since we started working 
closely with them, their show’s ratings 
have gone iip from being in the top 50 or 
60 to consistently being in the top 10 — 
and we were just tickled to be associated 
with that kind of success. But they called 
us and said, ‘Well, this looks like the end 
of it; we’re just about out of story ideas.’ 

“We said, ‘What?’ and they said, 
‘After seven years we’re dry. This looks 
like our last season. What more can we do 
with Korea?’ 

“And we said, ‘Can we offer a sugges¬ 
tion? There isn’t a real difference between 
Army field hospitals in Korea and Army 
field hospitals in Vietnam, or those of 
World War II. They’re all the same 
stories. They have the same components 
— doctors and nurses who are not very 
military-oriented by nature; enlisted men 
around the hospitals who are caught up in 
all the confusion; patients who are con¬ 
fused, nervous and scared. It doesn’t 
make any difference which war. 

“ ‘If you’d like, we’d be glad to pool 
our knowledge about field hospitals. We 
have over a hundred years of military ex¬ 
perience right here in the office through 
multiple tours in Vietnam.’ They hired 
two supplementary writers to come up 
with story ideas for their eighth year. A 
kid came over and sat down with us and 
we spent about three hours, telling him 
stories that had happened to us while we 
were in Army hospitals in Vietnam. 

“They called us back a couple of days 
later and said, ‘Guys, thanks a lot, we 
now have next year.’ And from that they 
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Pvt. Benjamin (Goldie Hawn) Infiltrates 
“enemy” camp. PAOs realize Hollywood 
sees Army as comedy — but ensure ac¬ 
curacy as well as laughter in films about 
today’s Army. Photo: Warner Bros. 

came up with 21 story ideas. They had 
some outside input, too. So they went 
ahead with plans for the next season. We 
still get calls from writers who work for 
them but don’t know where a particular 
story idea came from, and since we’re the 
only continuity the writing side has (ex¬ 
cept for the producer), they ask us about 
things that happened three or four seasons 
ago. For instance, the writers need to 
know that Maj. Houlihan was married to 
Donald Penobscot, but that now they’re 
divorced — or particular stories might not 
make sense to all the loyal viewers,’^ says 
Foley. “So we end up fleshing out story 
ideas that began right here in our bull ses¬ 
sion.” 

“I’ll give you another example,” 
chimes in Jim Channon. “Last week a 
writer from M*A*S*H called and asked if 
we had chemical-warfare companies in 
Korea. I told him we used chemicals in 
Korea, but they were mostly smokepot 
platoons which protected and screened 
friendly forces. See, they were writing a 
script in which they had Alan Alda com¬ 
ing into contact with one of his former 
school teachers. 

“We said, ‘Fine, make him a former 
chemistry professor called up to com¬ 
mand a smoke-generator company. Have 
him succumb to some kind of chemical, 
and-have him brought to the hospital un¬ 
conscious, but with the gas mask still 
strapped to his body. Have Alan Alda 
pained because it seems his former friend 
has been gassing the enemy. But then have 
the whole situation turn around when the 
lab report comes back and the guy comes 
to and they find out it’s just regular old 
smoke, used to protect the friendlies. 
’Cause Alan likes to play the heavy, we 



already know that. So there’s the seed of a 
story, and'they went with it.” 

Sometimes Channon and Foley get in¬ 
volved with a film idea when it’s still just a 
gleam in a writer’s eye, and here, they 
feel, is where they have the opportunity to 
help the most. “People come into this of¬ 
fice with the assignment to do some 
research and, eventually, write a 
screenplay. What they have might be just 
two sentences on a piece of paper — 
literally. Two people walked in here two 
years ago — wonderful writers — Nancy 
Meyers and Charles Shyer, and said, ‘We 
want to do a movie about a woman who 
joins the Army.’ 

“I asked, ‘Have either of you ever been 
in the Army?’ No. Well, they knew it was 
going to be a lot of work. For one year 
they wrote. And every 10 or 12 days they 
called me and asked, ‘Can this girl do so- 
and-so after she gets out of basic 
training?’ And I helped them, answering 
these kinds of questions, 

“It started from nothing, and now it’s 
making them a bundle of money — the 
film is called Private Benjamin y with 
Goldie Hawn. They were so pleased with 
the help they got from the Army — and 
it’s reflected in the film. When you see the 
movie, all those kids in it are sharp, 
they’re aggressive, they’re enthusiastic, 
they’re bright-eyed. You don’t find a 
bunch of old stereotypes. 

“And yet, if you leave the industry 
alone, they’ll make all the colonels in their 
late 60s. All the lieutenants are in their 
40s. All the sergeants are 55 pounds over¬ 
weight and they’re conniving to pull the 
wool over the officers’ eyes. But if you tell 
them the way it really is and say, ‘Look, 
pick and choose what you need’ — be¬ 
cause they’re going to do the film anyway, 
whether we help out or not — you’ll find a 
really good relationship can evolve.” 

“In Benjamin^ all the colonels were sil¬ 
ly, but they looked great,” adds Chan¬ 
non. “And all the soldiers were in brand- 
new uniforms. They paid a lot for the 
scenes to look right. And all the back¬ 
ground in the film, something the writers 
aren’t usually concerned with, looked 


great. That is a lot of free advertising 
for the taxpayer that didn’t cost Uncle 
Sam a nickel.” 

On the floor above the Army’s 10th- 
story office is the suite occupied by the 
Navy, which has by most standards been 
the most successful in recent years in 
achieving the sort of film image it desires. 
One of the men responsible for this is 
Capt. Bill Graves, who retired in 1980 and 
is now with Paramount Studios. 

His successor is Capt. Dale Patterson, a 
career public-affairs officer, “The Navy 
has been highly selective about choosing 
which projects to support,” he says. “We 
exercise the rules pretty responsibly and, 
as a result, what you see on the screen 
makes the Navy look pretty good. Every 
time we get a script we have to decide if 
there is a payoff for us in this. There has 
to be a payoff. 

“Does [the script] portray the Navy in 
an authentic light? Now, I mean that from 
both sides, but my concern is not that 
they’re going to glamorize us. That 
doesn’t happen. You see, most of the 
scripts we see come from people who real¬ 
ly don’t have any idea about the Navy, 
but think they do. They have stereotypical 
ideas about the way we are, partly because 
they’ve had a little bit of experience, way 
back, with the Navy. 

“The real professionals come in and say 
to us, ‘I don’t know much about the 
Navy, but I’ve got this idea in my head 
about a story. Let me write it out and 
bring it by for you to tell me how to make 


Lt. Col. Dennis 
Foley (right) 
discusses 
Ranger training 
with Robert 
Duvall during 
filming of 
“Pursuit.” Army 
PAO’s technical 
advice helped 
film realism. 
Photo; 
Polygram/ 
Universal 
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commodate him somehow. We can’t stop 
flying airplanes, but go see the operations 
officer and tell him Tve got you on 
this special assignment, and see what he 
can do.’ 

“He said, ‘Well, we can change our 
flight times, but this squadron is getting 
ready to deploy to the Western Pacific, 
and they’ve got to get in their hours. You 
go back and talk to Mr. Wilder and find 
out what hours he wants to shoot, and 
we’ll try and work around that.’ And he 
told me the ships were all merchant ships, 
and they didn’t belong to us. 

“So I told all this to Wilder, and he got 
someone in the port to help out with the 
ships. But Wilder’s biggest problem was 
Marilyn Monroe, She was hours late every 
time when she was 
supposed to be on 
the set. It was a 
rough time in her 
life, I guess. But 
she’d be three hours 
late showing up, 
and that would de¬ 
lay shooting and 
then the planes 
would start flying 
— jeez, what a 
mess. But I realized 
from that day for¬ 
ward that working 
with motion-picture 
companies was not 
the glamorous as¬ 
signment everyone 
thinks it is.” 

Many films can¬ 
not be made unless 
they receive Navy 
support; there is 
nowhere to rent, for 
example, a nuclear 
submarine or a cou¬ 
ple of aircraft car¬ 
riers. But the Navy 
won’t send ships to 
sea for days at a 
time just to make a 
movie — they will, instead, try to get the 
producers to schedule their filming eu'ound 
the ships’ schedules. 

Because the number of days 
a ship can be under way 
is strictly accounted for, 
when a producer cannot 
meet the regular sched¬ 
ule and requests a 
different time, then 
the Navy may 
charge him for 
the operating 
costs. 

“We sent 
Marble 
Arch Pro¬ 
ductions a 
bill for 
$600,000 
for its Raise 
the Titan- 
iCy*" ex¬ 
plains Pat¬ 


terson. “One day we used an LST [Land¬ 
ing Ship, Tank] and LPD [Landing Plat¬ 
form Dock — an amphibious-assault 
ship] and a DD [Destroyer]. We also had a 
nuclear submarine come by, on its way to 
a patrol station, and we didn’t charge 
them for that. But everyone also got good 
training out of it, a bonus for the ships 
and crews involved.” 

As far as shipboard scenes go, ordinary 
sailors are often called upon to be extras. 
“In Raise the Titanic, there was a scene in 
which the director wanted to film the reac¬ 
tions of sailors aboard the Denver. Well, 
we didn’t actually have the Titanic 
available — they had to do that with 
special effects back in the studio — but we 
needed to have a bunch of sailors going 


around saying exclamatory things with ex¬ 
pressions of wonder on their faces. So we 
Used the actual crew. Afterward, the film 
company made a contribution to the 
ship’s welfare-and-recreation fund, which 
is what they usually do in that case,” says 
Patterson. 

War movies are made by an industry 
that, in the end, is not unlike any other in¬ 
dustry — a bunch of companies out to 
make a profit. Sometimes they do, some¬ 
times they don’t. But their jobs would be 
much tougher without the support of 
military public affairs officers like Pat 
Coulter, Jim Channon, Dennis Foley, 
Dune Wilmore and Dale Patterson. 

“Hollywood is a place where there’s an 
inner circle, and thousands of people are 
trying to get into it. In that inner circle, 
everybody treats everybody else just like 
family,” explains Dennis Foley. “It 
hasn’t always been like this, but right now 
they treat all of us as members of that in¬ 
ner circle. We’re part of the family, and 
it’s because we make it our business to be 
as helpful as we can.” 


Jason Robards plays retired admiral in charge of govern- 
ment project to 
raise Titanic. 

Photo: AFD 


it authentic, to put the Navy flavor into 
it.* And these scripts usually make the 
best movies.” 

Patterson got his start in the movie 
business as an ensign. He was serving 
aboard a carrier based in San Diego as the 
ship’s communications and public infor¬ 
mation officer, when he got sick and was 
sent to the base hospital. After recover¬ 
ing, he was waiting for new orders and 
temporarily assigned to the headquarters. 
He found himself detailed to the public in¬ 
formation office, which was getting all 
kinds of flak from a movie company 
shooting Some Like It Hot [Marilyn 
Monroe, Jack Lemmon, Tony Curtis]. 

“The newspapers and the radio were 
printing all sorts of things — bad things — 
about the Navy. So the admiral sent me 
over to the old Hotel Coronado, where 
Billy Wilder was producing the film, to 
find out what the hell the problem was. 

“I went over there in my white uniform 
and, as soon as I showed up, Billy Wilder 
grabbed me and said, ‘Goddam it, young 
man, you gotta do something about this.’ 
‘What’s the problem?’ I asked. ‘You have 
got to keep them goddamn airplanes from 
flying through this area. Every time I get a 
good scene your damned Navy blows it. 
You gotta move those ships out there.’ 

“He was ranting and raving, with close 
to 300 people listening. I was just an en¬ 
sign. I told him, ‘I don’t know what I can 
do,’ but I went back and talked to the ad¬ 
miral. 

“He said, ‘We ought to be able to ac¬ 
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TOP: Martin Sheen and “O.S.S. Nimitz” star in “Final Countdown.” Navy — realiz¬ 
ing film makers can’t rent aircraft carriers or nuclear subs — works with producers 
to schedule filming for dates when ships are on sea maneuvers. Photo: United Ar¬ 
tists. ABOVE: M*A*S*H cast preps for surgery. Army PAOs saved popular TV 
series a few seasons back with new story ideas — now script writers come to them 
for background info. Photo: 20th Century-Fox 
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TOP; Coast Guard chopper hovers over nuclear sub on location for "‘Raise the Titanic.” Sub was on maneuvers but Navy 
billed film makers for operating costs of LST, LPD and destroyer used in film. Photo: AFD. ABOVE LEFT: Klinger gets 
lit in Korea. M*A*S*H is one of best examples of cooperation between Army PAO and film industry. Photo: 20th 
Century-Fox, ABOVE RIGHT: Lt. Col. Dennis Foley checks Vietnam War script for accuracy. “Movies are entertain¬ 
ment, not documentaries,” he says. “What we’re concerned with is showing the common soldier doing his Job.” Photo: 
Lt. Col. Jim Channon 
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THE TRIPLE THREAT 
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SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 






BULLETIN 

BOARD 



by Bob Poos 


Continued from page 6 

Reunion at the Caribbean Gulf Hotel 
in Clearwater, Fla., September 18-20. 
Further information may be obtained 
by writing or calling reunion chairman 
William C. Wilkinson, 7951 Harwood 
Rd., Largo, FL 33543; (813) 392-0477. 

Men who served on the USS Mc¬ 
Nair, DD 679, from 1951-1955, plan to 
hold a reunion in July at Indianapolis, 
Ind. Contact is Gene Mulbarger, 8118 
Cheswick Dr., Indianapolis, IN 46219, 
(317) 898-0316. 

B ush MASTER 

MANUFACTURER ... 

Readers have Inquired about where 
information on the Bushmaster pistol 
is available, Including the full-auto¬ 
matic version. It is available from: 
Bushmaster Firearms, 309 Cumber¬ 
land Ave., Portland, ME 04101. Or call 
(207) 775-3324. 

E nlisted 

CUNNING ... 

One of SOF’s tireless researchers 
came across this gem the other day 
which ex-Sgt. Bob Poos, ex-Sgt. Craig 
Nunn, ex-CpI. Jim Graves and ex- 
Lance CpI. Fred Reed think is too 
good not to pass along to our readers. 

"Enlisted men are stupid but ex¬ 
tremely cunning and sly and bear con¬ 
siderable watching.” Army Officers 
Guide, 1894. 

Col. Robert K. Brown is not com¬ 
menting. 


N 


IICARAGUAN EXILES ... 

Soldier of Fortune magazine has 
learned that some Nicaraguan exiles 
in Honduras are still active against 
the communist-backed Sandinista 
Nicaraguan government. 

The exiles, living in refugee camps 
along the Honduran-Nicaraguan bor¬ 
der, are now short of everything, due 
to the fact that their funds have been 
expended in conducting cross-border 
operations or in arming themselves 
for defense of their camps. Their 
most pressing needs are food and 
clothing; due to the nature of the area 
they are living in and the activity go¬ 
ing on around them, their clothing 
needs are for serviceable fatigues and 
boots. 

If you have any old fatigues or 
boots that you either can’t wear or 
don’t want, send them to SOF and we 
will see that they are sent to the ex¬ 
iles. Send them to: SOF, Nicaraguan 
Freedom Fighters’ Relief, P.O. Box 
693, Boulder, CO 80306. 

M ercs for 

FREEDOM ... 

At least three mercenaries, two 
British and one American, have ap- 



• Knife, handle, and blade cover in 
unitized, ali stainless steel 
construction 

• Four hexholes -11/32', 3/8', 7 /16', 
and 1 / 2 " 

• Great for the hunter, fisherman, 
backpacker, boater... skinning, slicing, 
or all around camp or survival use 

• Sandvik 13C-26 Swedish high carbon 
stainless steel blade 


Lift handle from 
fixed, locked 
position up and over blade 

Snap securely 
in place 




A safe and sure 
blade cover 

KNIVES 

P.O. Box 998v Gastonia, h.C. 28052 
A Division of Jenkins Meta! Corporation 
Made in USA Patents Pending 

Send $1.00 for fully Illustrated, color brochuTe 



MAGNIFICENT 

BRASS 

PAPERWEIGHT 


Full size replica of the Knuckle Duster 



ORDER TODAY I 
$8.50 postpaid 

Aluminum paperweight 
$4.50 postpaid 

For novelty paperweight use only. 
Net intended for any other use. 


Send check or M.O. to: 

BEST 

SPORTS SUPPLIER 

P.O. Box 4, Dept. 14 
Hazelwood, Mo. 63042 
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Sale 20% Off Discount 


List Sale 



Tiger Claw Training & Techniques. Leo Fonq 

4.95 

3.96 


Bloody Iron, Knife fighting 'Dirty Tricks”—Brown 

12.95 

10.95 


Ninja Course + 2 FREE Ninjas 

5.95 

4.75 


Improvised Munitions. Vol #1. Improvised Weapons for CIA 

9.95 

7.95 


Instructor's Special Forces Demolition Training 

8.95 

7.15 


Improvised Munitions, Vol #11. Improvised Weapons for CIA 

9.95 

7.95 


Bruce Lee's Fighting Method-Bruce Lee, Uyehara 

29.95 

24.00 


Street Survival-Practical Guide to Self Defense-Demurs 

9.95 

7.95 


Kung Fu Advanced Staff Fighting 

2.98 

2.25 


Iron Palm Training 100 Days-H.C. CHAO 

5.95 

4.95 


Kung Fu Combat Tai Chi-Andrew Lun. 

11.98 

9.58 


Iron Palm Open Hand Fighting, Leo Fonq 

5.95 

4.75 


Keys to Understanding Tubular Locks 

4.95 

3.95 


Nunchaku: Demura 

6.95 

5.55 


How to Open Handcuffs without Keys 

4.95 

3.95 


Advanced Nunchaku: Demura 

6.95 

5.55 


Kill or be Killed course with Shuriken 

6.95 

5.65 


Phillipine Stick Fighting: Amis System 

6.95 

5.65 


Manuals on Mayhem-Steiner 

6.00 

4.80 


Amis Figure Eight System Phillipine Stick Fighting 

5.95 

4.75 

• MAIL TODAY • 


Diary of the Way by Andrew Lum-Lily Siou 

&95 

3.00 


Chinese Leg Maneuvers by Lee Arng 

9,98 

7.99 


BUTOKUKAI 

53WEST 72 STREET. NEW YORK. NY 10023 

(OWNER MARTIAL ARTS TEACHER FOR 33 YEARS) 

Postage: $1.00 first book, 50* each additional book. 

Foreign Countries: Please submit Int’l MO or Bank 

Draft payable in U.S. funds. N.Y. residents add 8% sales tax. 

M.O.D Check □ CashD 


Combat Tai Chi Kung Fu by Andrew Lum 

11.98 

9.50 

i . 


Invisible Weapons—Jenks & Brown 

6.95 

5.60 


Police Guide To Lock Picking 

4.95 

3.96 


Poor Mgn Jamci Bond 

10.00 

8.00 


How To Fit Keys By Impressioning 

4.95 

3.96 


How To Open Locks Without Keys Or Picks 

5.00 

4.00 


Exotic Weapons—An Access Book—Michael Hoy 

6.95 

5.60 


OSS Special Weapons Catalog 

7.95 

6.40 


Name (print) 


CIA Field Expedient Incendiary Manual 
(cannot be sold in Canada) 

8.95 

7.15 

Address 

City State Zip 


CIA Improvised Sabotage Devices 
(cannot be sold in Canada) 

8.95 

7.15 


!• - - I 

—■ ..1 


Sale 20% Off Discount 



List 

Sale 



Sale 


Bugs & Electronic Surveillance 

6.95 

5.55 


USMC Sniping—US Marine Corps Bible 

5.95 

4.75 


Dynamic Kicks, by Chong Lee 

5.95 

4.75 


The Colt .45 Pistol 

4.95 

3.95 


T-22 Karate & Judo Exercises, by Tegner 

2.95 

2,25 


Walther P-38 Pistol by Major George Nonte 

4.95 

3.95 


T-20 Stick Fighting: Self-Defense, by Tegner 

2.95 

2.25 


Guerrilla Warfare Special Services 

7.95 

6.40 


T-18 Police Law Enforcement Techniques, by Tegner 

4.95 

3.96 


Ranger Handbook WWII Ranger Tactics 

6.00 

4.00 


T-17 Self-Defense Nerve Centers & Pressure Points 

2.95 

2.25 


Techniques of Harassment by Carpenter 

5.95 

4.75 


T-2 Savate French Foot & Fist Fighting, by Tegner 

2.95 

2,25 


Knife Self Defense Systems by Michael Echanis 

5.95 

4.75 


Combat Kung Fu: Street Fighting Art, by Leo Fong 

5.95 

4.75 


Training Hand Book American Underground 

6.95 

5.55 


Book of Ki, by Tochei 

8.95 

7.15 


Stick Fighting for Combat, by Michael Echanis 

6.95 

5.65 


Power Kicking, by Leo Fong 

5.95 

4.75 


T'Ang Lang Praying Mantis System #1, James Wong 

6.96 

5.55 


Tao of Jeet Kune Do. by Bruce Lee 

11.95 

9,95 


Deal the First Deadly Blow: 

Total Training Course Hand to Hand Combat 

12.95 

10.95 


Bruce Lee #1 Self Defense Techniques 

5.50 

4.40 

— 


Bruce Lee #2 Basic Training 

5.50 

4.40 





Bruce Lee #3 Skill in Techniques 

5.50 

4.40 

Ru8hN2)!!!i2. BUTOKUKAI 




Bruce Lee #4 Advanced Techniques 

5.50 

4.40 

53 WEST 72 STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10023 



Wei-Kuen Do, The Psychodynamic Art 
of Free Fighting, by Leo Fong 

9.95 

7.95 


(OWNER MARTIAL ARTS TEACHER FOR 33 YEARS) 

Postage: $1.00 first book, 50* each additional book. 
Foreion Countries: Please submit Int'l MO or Bank 



Close Shaves, Razor Fighting by Bradley Stewer 

8.00 

6.40 




The Shot Gun in Combat by Tony Lesce 

5.95 

4.75 

Draft payable in U.S. funds. N.Y. residents add 8% sales tax. 




The Sage Monkey System of Kung Fu Wong 

5.95 

4.75 

M.O.Q Check □ CashQ 




Dim Mak Poison Death Touch 

4.95 

3.95 

Name (print) 




Eagle Claw of Choi Li Fut Kung Fu, Chua 

5.95 

4.75 





Northern Kung Fu Systems by Wong 

5.95 

4.75 

AddmR.«? 



- 

The Locking Hand System of Praying Mantis, Chua 

5.95 

4.75 

City State Zip 
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The Original British Commando Sweater^** 
100% Pure New Wool 

Made in England Quality with rugged twill 
reinforcing patches. Men & Women’s sizes 32 
to 48. 

Available now for only $49.95 postpaid 

A great ribbed knit sweater for backpacking, 
boating, hunting, and all cold weather 
activities. Extra long body prevents “ride-up” 
Reinforcing patches over shoulders and 
elbows for nearly “everlasting” wear. Home 
washable. Choose from Olive Green, Navy, 
Blue Grey, Forest Green, Black and V-Necks 
in Sand & Peat Brown.. 


OLIVE GREEN AUTHORIZED BY U.S. MARINES FOR OPTIONAL WEAR 



SPECIAL FORCES 
MOUNTAIN 
BOOTS 


An exclusive new item made by 
Chippewa for the U.S. Special Forces. 
Designed for Mountain Operations, 
these boots are rugged and heavy duty. 
Compare these features ; 

Laced-to-toe 7" Boot ^ Blaqk grain-out 
leather * Rolled cushion top * Ankle binder 
pads * Full gusset * Fully lined with glove 
leather * Goodyear welt construction * 
VIBRAM 132 cleated heel & sole * Square 
trimmed toe and grooved hee) for 
conventional Ski Binding * Removable felt 
slip soles with an extra pair provided * Pull 
stud post hooks and eyelets for rapid lacing/ 
unlacing, all Black. 

Available in whole or half sizes from 7 
to 12. Regular or Wide. 

C-990, S.F. Boots - Special $89.95 

“DOG TAGS” 

Complete G.I. Specification Identifica¬ 
tion Necklace. 2 Stainless steel plates 
and chains embossed with your 
information. 16 characters per line/5 
lines/tag. Great for medical info or 
identifying keys & luggage. 

TAG-145, I.D. Tag Set/$5.95 
TAG-159, Rubber Silencers/$ .75 

“WEB NAME TAPES” 

Mil-Spec cotton web tapes with your 
information embroidered on one line. 
Choice of Black on OD, White on Blue, 
Black on White or Navy on OD. For 
uniforrns & personal equipment. 4 tapes 
of same name (up to 14 letters) and color 
for only $4.25. 

NAM-140, Name Tapes/$4.25 



COMFORTABLE 
MESH 
BASEBALL 
CAP 

in Olive Green or 'Nam Leaf 
Pattern Camouflage. Adjustable plastic 
strap. Perfect for military organiza¬ 
tions. Sizes: Medium or Large or send 



head size. 

BAS-C5, O.G. Mesh Cap/$3.95 
BAS-C7. Camo Mesh Cap/$3.95 


CAMOUFLAGE 

T-SHIRTS 


At last, a regulation ‘Nam Leaf Pattern 
Camo T-Shirt. Full Cut, 50/50 blend for 
comfort. Perfect match with [ungle 
Fatigues. Sizes S, M, L, & XL. 

Short Sleeve - $5.95 


MILITARY BERETS 



Original Mil-Spec 100% Virgin Wool 
with Leather Sweat Band. Fully lined 
with stiffener for Flash. The absolute 
finest made, anywhere. Purchased in 
Canada. Choose from Special Forces 
Green (RG), Ranger Black (BL). 
Airborne Red (MR). Khaki/OD (KHj. 
State hat size or send head measure¬ 
ment. 

MBE-1, Beret/$12.00 


UTILITY CAP, USMC TYPE 2 
DESIGN. Made of Mil-Spec Rip-stop 
Camouflage. Looks sharp. Not 
regulation. Sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL. 
CCP-2, Utility Cap/$4.95 

JUNGLE FATIGUES, Camouflage, Rip- 
stop Poplin, Latest issue. Genuine 
government contract goods. Sizes: XS, 
S, M, L and a few XL. Coat or Trousers. 
CAM-1, Camo Coat/Trouser/$20.00 ea. 



Money back guarantee. All itenjs postpaid CONUS, Send check, Mqney Order or 
Charge to Visa or Master Charge. 

Brigclde accept phone orders charged to your Bankcard, 

Quartermasters, Ltd. Call Today! (404) 428-1234 

P.O. Box 476, Marietta, GA 30061 CATALOGUE 


peared in Pakistan where they hoped 
to offer their services to Afghani¬ 
stan’s freedom fighters. 

They were identified in British 
press reports as John Pilgrih, a 
former British paratrooper; Robin 
Morrison, an Englishman who says he 
spent nine years in the French For¬ 
eign Legion, including the Legion’s 
paradrop on Kolwezi, Zaire, in 1978; 
and Eugene T. Shipley, an American 
Vietnam vet. 

Pilgrin said he served with Mike 
Hoare in the Congo and was a Selous 
Scout in Rhodesia. 

“We killed Cubans and East Ger¬ 
mans in Africa,’* said Pilgrin. “Now 
we want to kill a few Russians.” He 
added, “We’ve got 72 men standing 
by back home to come here and fight. 
All we need is the go-ahead from the 
Afghans.” 

Pilgrin also said he has a source in 
San Diego, Calif., for hand-held 
surface-to-air missiles that could be 
employed against Soviet helicopters. 

Shipley was not as talkative as his 
British companions. During ques¬ 
tions by a brilliant, if persistent 
Reuters correspondent, Shipley pun¬ 
ched the English newsman and 
knocked him from a chair. 

As the London Mirror correspon¬ 
dent then put it: “Further questions 
were thought unwise.” 

I T’S A 
GAS . .. 

The Army has decided to proceed 
with issuing Its newly developed gas 
masks to troops, although It is not en¬ 
tirely satisfied with the masks. 

The new masks reportedly fit 95 
percent of male troops snugly and 
safely, but are not suitable for 
the smaller faces of. most female 
soldiers. 

Another problem is that the lenses 
are not flexible enough to fit against 
the sights of an M16 rifle or those of 
smaller antitank weapons such as 
TOWS. 

The Army figures, however, that the 
new masks are a vast improvement 
over the old ones. 

E lite research 

PROJECT ... 

Reader Don LaCoss of 1410 Dur¬ 
ham Rd., Wallingford, CT 06492, is do¬ 
ing an in-depth research paper on 
elite military units of the world, their 
histories and a comparison to con¬ 
ventional units in the same armies. 
He would appreciate hearing from 

Continued on page 90 
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photo 

i.d. 


NEED A NEW IDENTITY? 

LAMINATED PHOTO I.D. 

MATIOMAL AOTHORIZED FOR EACH STATE. 

OFFICIAL IN COLOR & QUALITY 
SEND S7.00 (2 FOR S12.00) CASH OR M.O. 
SEX. WT.. HEIGHT. COLOR OF HAIR S EYES 
BIRTHDATE. 1 IN. SQ. FACE PHOTO. ^ 
I.D. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. 
SEND $1.00 FOR COLOR FOLDER ON I.D.'S 
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THE MOST ADVANCED 
COMPETITION RIFLE IN THE WORLD! 


Ten shots—300 yards—group! 

For unerring championship per¬ 
formance, Mannlicher has created 
these top-ranked competition rifles 
for match shooters everywhere— 

SSG Marksman. The ideal metallic 
silhouette rifle; in .308 Win. Choice 
of indestructible ABS "Cycolac" or 
walnut stock. Adjustable length of 


pull from 12%" to 14". Hooded 
blade front sight, folding leaf rear. 
Parkerized finish. Choice of single or 
double-set triggers. Five or ten shot 
magazine. Heavy duty receiver 
dove-tailed for scope mounting. 

Four lands and grooves—right hand 
twist—one turn in 12". Shown with 
Kahles ZF69 scope (optional). 

SSG Match. Features mounted rail 
for Walther target peep sights; ad¬ 


justable sling travel; match bolt; 
heavy barrel. Four lands and grooves 
— right hand twist—one turn in 8". 

For the name of the Mannlicher 
dealer nearest you, write: Mannlicher, 
85 Metro Way, Secaucus, N J 07094. 


ORIGINAL 




JEFF COOPER’S 

fiReWoRks 


The Ultimate Cooper 


Foreword by; Mel Tappan 

AVAILABLE JAN. 15,1981 


Illustrated by: Fred Lucas 
Casebound $24.95+ $1.00 Postage 


from 


tbe Danus pRess 


P.O.Box 693 • Dept. SOF • Boulder, CO 80306 

Dealer Inquiries Invited. 


Books paid for with money orders or cashier’s check shipped within 24 hours. Personal checks must clear. 
Please include street address for UPS shipment. 
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Meet the Master of 

GLN CONCEALMENT 



John Bianchi, holster maker supreme and former police 
officer, has designed and made more holsters than perhaps any 
man in history. The reason is simple: countless thousands of 
satisfied repeat customers around the world, spanning the last 
quarter of a century. Customers whose needs for quality, 
dependability, and unique design caused them to select BIAN¬ 
CHI time after time. Uniformed patrol officers, detectives, nar¬ 
cotic agents, the U.S. Border Patrol, and countless foreign and 
U.S. Government law enforcement agencies have depended oq 
BIANCHI to deliver the very best gunleather available. When 
quality and performance come before price, BIANCHI is the 
Number One choice, with over 100 holsters, belts and ac¬ 
cessories to choose from. This includes uniform holsters, 
shoulder holsters, concealment holsters, and field holsters. 
BIANCHI GUNLEATHER, the world standard by which all 
gunleather is judged. If you hdve the need, BIANCHI has the an¬ 
swer. BIANCHI GUNLEATHER for the serious 
shooter. At Authorized Dealers worldwide. Com¬ 
plete full-color catalog $1.00. 




BIANCHI 


hTM 

100 C'alle Cortez, Dept. SOF 881, Temecula, California 92390 


FLAK 


Continued from page 8 

against growing numbers of Vietnamese 
fishermen. At the time no violence had 
been reported, but a Klan off icial stated 
it might become necessary to enforce 
fishing laws their own way. 

In response to Mr. Castillo *s question 
— no, SOF does not support the Ku 
Klux Klan nor any other hate group that 
tries to impose its will through force or 
threats. — The Eds. 

EAR 

GUARD REPORT ... 

Sirs: 

I enjoyed Herb Friedman’s article, 
‘‘Sex and Psywar” (SOF, May ’81), very 
much since I had some personal contact 
with this as an intelligence officer during 
WWII. We were sent on a sort of “rear¬ 
guard action,’’ for my group went to an 
area in the Pacific Theater to determine 
the cause of some rather strange injuries 
to the posteriors of our fighting men. I 
quickly ruled out self-inflicted wounds, 
but the pattern was baffling: men were 
being hospitalized with burns on their 
rumps — the right rump. 

We noticed a brisk trade in Japanese 
porn cards which were dropped both 
from planes and by shells. They seemed 
to go in a series, starting out mildly and 
working up to hardcore. Purely in the 
line of duty, of course, two in our 
group (me included) began to assemble a 
set. When we finally succeeded, we 
noticed that the last two were thicker 
because of a layer of chemicals 
laminated between the last two pictures 
of the “set” which, when placed 
together and kept warm, would burst 
into flame from just a little friction 
(such as sitting on them). Why just the 
right side? Well, then as now, we liked 
to carry our wallets on the left side. 

If there is a moral to this story, I 
guess it is that the saying, “Military 
Intelligence is a contradiction in terms,’’ 
can be wrong — thanks to MI, there are 
fewer half-assed soldiers in the. world. 
Very truly yours, 

John de Courcy 
Tucson, Arizona 




Send for our FREE 
Catalog of Gunsmith Tools 
and Mounts 


r^-SQUARE COMPANY Dept. SF7 

IHJ BOX 11281 • FT. WORTH, TX. 76109 
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There's no 
arguing with 
success. 

Or quality. 


The well-known FAL, Fabrique Nationale's robust 
and reliable automatic weapon, has a sporting 
relative. 

Yes, the most successful military arm ever pro¬ 
duced is also available as a semi-automatic rifle. 
Designated as the FN LAR (Light Automatic Rifle) 
and in the same totally dependable .308 
(7.62mm) caliber. 

Sportsmen and shooters everywhere 
can now have absolute accuracy and 
reliable performance. The same 
long-range accuracy and performance 
that made its military counterpart NATO's 
firearm of choice. More than 90 countries 
have adopted it, and there's no argu¬ 
ing with success. 

Surveys show that most gun owners 
have more than one rifle. Perhaps you 
are a competition shooter looking for the best 
rifle anywhere. Or a varmint shooter who 
doesn't want to make excuses about "the 
one that got away." You owe it to yourself 
to look into the FN LAR. You may never 
buy another rifle. You won't have to. 


• Rear peep sight instantly adjustable to 600 
meters, click adjustable for windage. Front sight adjustable for 
elevation. * Equipped with 20-shot magazine. * Convenient safety. 


The FN LAR is precision built In Belgium at the Fabrique Nationale plant, 
where fine gunsmithing has been a tradition for centuries. So don't 
compromise with quality. Treat yourself to the best. The very best. See 
the FN LAR at better gun shops everywhere. t 


SPORTING ARMS DIVISION 
P.O. Box 2396 Secaucus, Nj 07094 


FN LAR 

PARATROOPER 


t 


MILITARY GRAPHICS 

DEPT. 3 - BOX 228 
DUNKIRK, MARYLAND U.S.A. 20754 

Phone (301) 741-5216 









hr 


Mastercard • Visa • Personal Checks 
Allow 4 Weeks for Delivery 

MONEY ORDERS SHIPPED AT ONCE 

SHIPPING PREPAID FOR U.S.. APO/FPO 
ond CANADA 

OVERSEAS ORDERS ADD 20“* 


FOR A LARGER SELECTION SEND S1.00 
FOR A COMPLETE CATALOG 


WORLD'S LAR6BT SELECTION oi MIIIIARY INSIGNIA SPORTSWEAR 


T-SHIRTS 7.95 

Colors Available 
White, Blue, Tan, 

Gold, Green, Scarlet 


8.50 


RING-NECK 
T-SHIRTS 

Style Body Color Trim 

1. Lt. Green - Drk. Green 

2. White - Drk. Green 

3. White - Blue 

4. Lt, Blue - Drk. Blue 

5. Gray - Black 


SWEATSHIRTS 

Colors Available 
White, Blue, Green, 
Gold, Gray, Scarlet 


11 


50 


Specify Shirt Type • Color 

1. U S. Special Forces 

2. U.S.M.C. 

3. British Commondo 

4. U.S. Moster Airborne Wings 

5. U.S. Senior Airborne Wings 

6. U.S. Novice Airborne Wings 

7. U.S. TOT St Airborne 

8. U.S. 62nd Airborne 

9. U.S.M.C. Recon Wings 

10. Rhodesian Airborne Wings 

11. U.S. Navy S.E.A.L. 

12. Rhodesian Security Force 

13. British Special Air Service 

14. French Foreign Legion 

15. French Commando 


• Style • Insignia No. 

16. British Parachute Regt. 

17. British Royalc Marines 

18. Woffen SS Runes 

19. SS Deaths Head 
20- Scottish-Blackvtfotch 

21. Viet-Nom -Airborne Wings 

22. U.S.M.C. Drill Instructor 

23. Sth Special Forces Group 

24. 101 St Air Assault 

25. Explosive Ordinance Disposal 

26. U.S. Army Ranger 

27. Specio) Forces - Spec. Oper. 

29. Rhodesion Selous Scouts 

30. Speciol Forces —Mike Force 

31. Devils ftiigirdp AirtiarrtH- 


• Sizes: Men’s S, M, L, XL 

32. 10th Special Forces Group 

33. Luftwaffe Eagle 

34. Rhodesion African Rifles 

35. Lovot Scouts—Scottish 
37. Royal Scots Greys—Scottish 

39. Irish Guards—British 

40. Follschirm-Joger—Germony 

42. 1st Cov.—Airmobile 

43. Wild Geese—Airborne 

44. Royal Scots Fusiliers 

123. U.S.M.C. Rifle Team 

124. U.S.M.C. Scout Sniper 

125. U.S.M.C. Served My Time in Hell 

132. Militory Police 

133. WeoDons Instructor 




AWARD CERTIFICATES: 8i1l in Color • Space for Name/Rank/Dates 8.00 3/15 


00 


C-1 U.S.M.C.— Force Recon C-16 U.S. 

C-2 U.S. Special Forces C-17 U.S. 

C-3 U.S. Navy S.E.A.L. C-18 U.S. 

C-4 U.S. Airborne — Master C-19 U.S. 

C-5 U.S. Army Ranger C‘20 U.S. 

C-6 Special Forces — Jungle Expert C-21 U.S. 

C-7 Special Forces — Guerrillo Warfare C-22 U.S. 

C-8 Speciol Forces — Weopons Expert C-23 U.S. 

C-9 Rhodesian Security Force C-24 U.S. 

C-10 U.S.M.C.-Weap. Expert C-25 U.S. 

C-11 U.S. Airborne —Senior C-26 U.S, 

C-12 Speciol Forces — Demolition Expert C-27 U.S, 

C-13 Rhodesion — Parachute Regt. C-28 U.S. 

C-14 U.S. Navy S.E.A.L. —Weop. Expert C-29 U.S. 

C-15 Sth Special Forces Orvop C-30 U.S. 




M.C.-Rifle Expert 
.M.C. —Pistol Expert 
Army — H.A.L.O. ;i 

Army —Rifle Expert ^ 

Army —Pistol Expert ^ 

, Army —Auto. Weapons Expert 
,M.C. —Auto. Weapons Expert 
, Navy S.E.A.L. - Demo. Expert 
Army Ranger —Mt. Warfare Expert 
Army Ronger — Jungle Warfore Expert 
Army — Long Ronge Recon Plotoon 
Army —Airborne Poth Finder 
Army — Hand to Hond Combat Instructor 
Army —Heavy Weopons Expert 
M.C. —Ficavy WMpCils Eiperf 
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t CROWN 
CITY 
ARMS 


The Oldest and Largest .45 Auto Accessory Specialists 
with the Widest Selectioriat the Lowest Prices! 

P.O Box 1126 Dept SOF 24 Hr. "Live Order Phone": 607/753-0194 

Cortland, N.Y. 13045 


Colt Ambidexterous Safety 

List $46.29 Special $32.50 

Extended Ambidexterous Safety 

List $52.50 Special $37.50 


Commander Hammer 
List $14.40 
Special $11.50 




AUTHORIZED 

Parts Distributor & Warranty Station 



Colt Checkered Colt Accurized Barrel & Bushing Kit 

Mainspring Housing MK IV, Gold Cup, 9mm or .38 Super 

List $23.94 Special $16.95 List $51.38 


Famous Colt-Eilisson Rear Sight 
Assembly 

Special $45.95 List $39.30 Special $31.50 


Colt Government .45 Barrel 

List $40.25 Special $28.95 

Colt Commander Barrel 
.45 List $40.85 Special $28.95 

9mm List $45.50 Special $36.50 

.38 Super List $45.55 Special $36.50 


Colt Premium Grips 

Birdseye Maple w/Medallion 

List $14.95 Special $8.50 


Colt Magazines 
.45 Blue 
List $16.70 
.45 Nickel 
List $18.20 


Special $13.50 
Special $14.50 


Authorized Distributor of Complete Colt Line — 20% Off List! 


9mm Blue 
List $20.20 
.38 Super 
List $18.20 
,22 Conversion 
List $32.30 
AR-15 [5-rds| 
List $13.50 
AR-15 |20-rds| 
List $14.00 


Special $16.25 
Special $14.50 
Special $25.75 
Special $10.95 
Special $11.25 


[ff 

•.J 

■J 


Crown Deluxe Magazine with Removable 
Floor Plate (either steel or stainless) 

List $17.50 Special $11.75 

Crown Stainless Magazine with convex 
follower 

List $12.00 Special $8.50 

Crown Competitive Magazine Base Pad 
List $1.99 Special $1.50 

Crown Extended Magazine Catch 

List $27.50 Special $18.95 



Rogers Shock Buff 

List $2.50 Special $1.50 ea. 

Rogers E-Z Loader 

List $7.50 Special $5.95 

Crown Recoil Buffer 
(GM or Commander) 

List $14.95 Special $10.95 


Factory 

Outlet 




Crown Extended Safety 

List $19 95 Special $12.95 

Stainless List $24.95 Special $14.95 


Crown Extended Slide Stop 

List $19.95 Special $12.95 

Stainless List $24.95 Special $14.95 


Crown Long Ad)ustable Trigger 

List $9.95 Special $6.95 


Crown Muzzle Brake 
List $24 95 


Special $18.50 




Bingham Battle Combat Pistol Sights 
List $15.00 Special $9.95 




Authorized Distributor 


GM-45 Combat Grips 
GM-45 Combat Grips 
w^Colt Medallion 
Mainspring Housing 
(Specify fiat or arched) 
S & W **K'* Frame Grips 
Coll "I" Frame Grips 
Huger Sec. Six, 

Service Six, etc. Grips 
Convex SS Follower 


Authorized Distributor of Complete Pachmayr Line >> 26% Off 
List! 


List 

17.50 


9.76 

12,75 

12.75 

12.75 
2,50 


Special 
12 50 


6.95 

8.95 
8.95 

8.95 

1.95 



Crown Recoil Spring Guide Assembly 
List $24.95 Special $19 95 

Crown City Patch - Original! Colorful! 
Special $1.25 


Crown Square Trigger 
Guard Shoe 

List $19.95 Special $14 95 

Wolff Extra Power Recoil Spring IGM or 
Commander 

List $5 00 Special $4 00 

Millett MK I Fixed Sights 
List $27 95 

Millatt Adjustable Sight Ino machining to 


Hallock's . 45 Auto Handbook I The beet 
.45 Book — A Muitl) 

List $11.95 Special $8 95 



TO ORDER: Send Money Order or Cashier's Check only, or complete MC/VISA information. Company 
and personal checks clear. Add shipping: $1.75 for first item, 50 cents for each additional, S3.50 maximum. 
Alaska/Hawaii double shipping amounts. NY State residents add 7% Sales Tax. FFL required for frame and 
gun orders. Prices are subject to change without notice. Prices in effect at time of shipping prevail. 

Send SASE and $1.00 for current literature, price lists, order form and Personal Discount Label. 


SUPPORT 

AFGHAN FREEDOM FIGHTERS 
(see Back Cover) 


COMBAT 
PISTOLCRAFT 



Ken Hacluthorn 

Continued from page 10 


this modification, file or grind away 
metal at the edges of the magazine well 
in the pistol butt to provide a funnel 
for the magazine to slip into quickly. 
Various pistolsmiths use slightly differ¬ 
ent angles and contours for this bevel¬ 
ling operation. 

A second key to getting a smooth, 
fast speedload comes from the way 
you grasp and start the spare magazine 
into the pistol. Grip the spare magazine 
so that your index finger is placed at the 
front edge of the magazine and nearly 
touches the bullet. This is the easiest 
way to place the magazine into the 
magazine well with perfect index. 

Many practical shooters add bumper 
pads to their magazines to help the 
seating operation of the magazine into 
the weapon. If the magazine is not 
seated fully and latched into the weap¬ 
on, it will result in failure to chamber 
the second round. For this reason, 
magazine pads are all the rage these 
days. Most leather manufacturers pro¬ 
vide precut leather pads for the Colt 
magazine. Also, plastic or rubber pads 
are popular for the same purpose. They 
can be epoxy- or Super-Glue-attached 
in minutes. 

Bill Wilson, Dept. SOF, Route 3, Box 
211-D, Berryville, AR 72616, is offering 
a new accessory for use with the Colt 
1911 style of pistol that makes speed¬ 
loading simple even for a novice. Manu¬ 
factured by Rogers Holsters of Jackson¬ 
ville, Fla., this new device is called the 
**E-Z Loader.” It is a small plastic attach¬ 
ment that fits under the pistol’s stock 
panels. When attached, the E-Z Loader 
adds a funnel-like surface to the bottom 
of the pistol butt. This enables you to 
find the magazine well in a speed event 
or in the dark. 

For those who prefer not to file away 
at their favorite blaster, but still want the 
means to make fast magazine changes, 
this attachment from Wilson’s Gunshop 
should be ideal. The top practical pistol- 
men are using them, and 1 have a couple 
on my own pistols. I think they are worth 
the effort. Price is $9.95 from Wilson — 
and a couple of his glue-on magazine 
pads should also be used to aid in the 
seating operation. Some wood stocks 
may require minor wood removal to 
allow proper fit with the E-Z Loader. 
Pachmayr stocks give a perfect fit, due 
to the slightly softer surface of the 
rubber stocks. 

Any individual who cannot modify his 
pistol, due to policy or regulation, will 
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FIGHT 

BACK 

DIRTY! 

THE PARALYZER STOPS 
Muggers, Molesters 
and Rapists ... 

YOU CANNOT PURCHASE A SAFER 
STRONGER, MORE EFFECTIVE TEAR 
GAS OR CHEMICAL DEVICE. 

I* The ‘PARALYZER" has 
been editorialized on 


M m NBC. CBS and ABC 
television, in national 
newspapers and maga- 
zines, as a precision 
protective instrument 
that will instantly stop 
even a 300 lb man up to 
^ twenty minutes. No 
permanent injury to 
assailant Has twice 
the strength of competitive 
devices, will not clog. 

• Fits in pocket or purse 
Guaranteed 5 years. 

• Fires 50, one-second 
blasts up to a distance 
of 8 feet. 

GET YOUR “PARALYZER" 
Send $5.95 plus $.65 postage 
Our "SPECIAL OFFER" 
three for $16.00 We pay 
shipping. 

_Check or Money Order 

OHIO RESIDENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX 

TO: PATCO ENTERPRISES 

P.O. BOX 5006, DEPT. SOF 
CINCINNATI. OHIO 45205 



{Size 4" X 


find this add-on beveled magazine-well 
device to be the answer — and at a rea¬ 
sonable cost. The piece is very low-pro- 
file and barely noticeable. 

M any users of the Colt Govern¬ 
ment Model pistol find the now- 
standard-issue short trigger less than 
ideal. If you have large hands, these 
short triggers can be a problem. 1 like 
the longer 1911 pattern trigger for my 
personal use. The best of the lot in this 
style were the old G1 National Match 
triggers fitted to the NM hardball guns. 
Made of aluminum, they had an over¬ 
travel stop built in. The originals have 
pretty much disappeared. Parts dealers 
offer a number of copies, but few of them 
come close to the quality of the original. 

1 recently came across a new version 
of the old standby that is just as good as 
the original ~ and in some ways is bet¬ 
ter finished. Janos Videki, Videkfs Gun 
Shop, Dept. SOF, Rt. No. 1, Box 715, 
Stedman, NC 28391, is making superb- 
quality long and short aluminum trig¬ 
gers. They are the best 1 have seen, and 1 
recommend them highly. Bill Hardin, 
Natchez Shooters Supplies, Dept. SOF, 
P.O. Box 17591, Nashville, TN 37217, 
has the Videki triggers in stock. Price is 
$12.50 each. This firm also handles a 
complete line of parts and accessories 
for the practical shooter. 


RADIATION 
DETECTOR 

MONEY BACK 
Only 2V4" high GUARANTEE 

• Endorsed by experts 

• Simple, Sensitive 

• Operates indefinitely 
without electricity 

APPLIANCE LEAKAGE • X-RAYS 

• ACCIDENTS • FALLOUT 

To radiation, what a smoke detector 
is to smoke. Feel secure in our world 
of potential radiation. Early warning 
detector guards against harmful or 
lethal accidental exposure. A must for 
people near nuclear facilities or 
x-rays. 

Special isolation chamber holds static 
charge that will neutralize in presence 
of radiation. Sensitive enough to 
measure weak x-ray leaks from TVs. 
Easily recharged by simply shaking. 

Endorsed by experts such as Pro¬ 
fessor Willard Libby (Nobel Prize 
Laureate and former Atomic Energy 
Commissioner) and Leo A. Hoegh 
(former National Director of Civil 
Defense and Mobilization). 

Completely self contained, operates 
without batteries or electricity. Easy 
to use and read at a glance. The best 
inexpensive detector available. 

Only $29.95 postage paid. 

Send check or Money Order to: 

RDI.« RADIATtON DETECTION INCORPORATED 
BOX 1223. TULSA, OK 74101 (918) 663-8075 



DELTA 

Continued from page 25 

It was getting dark when the gunships 
set up an orbit and two Dustoffs came in 
for the dead and wounded. Doc Taylor 
stood in the fading light, supervising 
loading, the prop-blast whipping his sandy 
hair. I squeezed in beside the left-door 
gunner. Merriman and Thompson were 
on the same ship. The passenger space was 
a mound of men — alive and dead — 
blood, bandages and litter poles. 

Ken Nauman came up grinning and 
gave me the thumbs-up sign. 

“Hey, Ken,** 1 called. “When you 
bringing the battaltion back in here?” 

“Oh, next week I guess.” He waved us 
into the air. 

At dusk, the mountains were beautiful, 
but it was cold in the chopper and wind 
from the open doors clawed at our 
clothes. I held my aching arm and won¬ 
dered if Nauman could hold all night. 

Ten minutes after we lifted off, a rag¬ 
ged armada of Army and Marine helicop¬ 
ters came by, flung across the fading blue- 
gray sky. They flew hell-for-leather 
toward our LZ. Allen must have scraped 
and begged all over I Corps for them, but 
they were going to get everybody out that 
night. 

God, they were beautiful! 

(To be concluded.) 




Turn Ynir Hobby Into a Profession 
Be 3 “GUN PR0”-th6 Man Other Men 
Respect Wteti It Comes to Guns. 


Careers to Choose from; Counsel gun_ 
buyers In gun shop, sporting goods store, 
discount house. Work at shooting club or 
range. Or start your own business — sell 
or repair guns. It’s an exciting, satisfying 
life that pays you money — and it can be 
your life,.. if you act now! 


te a “Gun Pro” trains at North 
American WE SHOW YOU HOW TO APPLY 
FOR A FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 

If you qualify otherwise, you may obtain a Federal 
License to buy and sell guns, ammunition and 
accessories ... while you are a student at North 
American. You can start making extra cash almost 
immediately ordering guns for others on a 
cost-plus basis. 


IN YOUR FIRST LESSON we reveal a 
ballistics secret that can increase 
your hunting accuracy dramatically 

Your shooting friends will scarcely believe their eyes when 
they see how your shooting improves. It’s part of your 
training to become a gun pro. A simple, easy-to-understand 
chart included in your first lessen tells you everything you 
need to know...just one example ofdozens of inside lips 
revealed as you progress through this exciting course. 



Approved for Veterans 
and Accredited by the 

National Home Study 
Council 


How to buy and seif guns... 
customize, repair and accurize 
them ... tit and finish stocks 
... handloading ... scopes ... 
ballistics . . . antique firearms 
black powder . . . importing 
guns . . . chokes ... all you 
need to know to answer almost 
any question about guns, am¬ 
munition, shooting! 


Send for survey showing employment success of our gradu¬ 
ates. Graduation from this course does not insure that you 
will get a job. To find out how our graduates have done, send 
for our job placement record._ 


CALL TOLL FREE 


1 - 800 - 228-2028 

Ext 146) Dept. RS081 

fin Nebraska call (402) 571-4900 / Ext. 146) 

ANYTIME—24 hours • day, 7 days a weak. 
No cost. No obligation. 

No salesman will call. f 

OR MAIL COUPON TODAY. ^ 

NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF FIREARMS, Dept RS081 I 

! 4500 Campus Dr. Newport Beach, CA 92660 | 

I RUSH ME INFORMATION telling how I may become a i 
I GUN PRO. Check here for G! or VA benefits Q I 

I I 

I NAME_AGE_ j 

[ ADDRESS__ I 



: CITY. 


STATE 


ZIP 
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SURPRISE 


MASTERCHARGE 


Pat. Pend. 

Phone Orders Accepted With VISA 
See your local dealer or send $18.95 + 10% shipping & handling to: Jackass Leather Co. 


^ THE FAMOUS^ 
JACKASS LEATHCE GO. 

A Division of Calco International Ltd. 


7383 N. Rogers Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60626 

312/338-2800 



Suddenly, 

with the introduction 
of the Dilion RL300, 
EVERY OTHER 
LOW PRICED 
LOADING TOOL 
IS OBSOLETE! 


The Dillon RL 300 is a true progres¬ 
sive reloader, utilizing a four position 
rotary shell plate which carries the 
cartridges through the various die 
positions -- producing a loaded round 
with every stroke of the tool. Cyclic rate 
of the RL 300 is in excess of 400 rounds 
per hour - production rates of 300 
rounds per hour can easily be main¬ 
tained. The RL 300 is not limited to 
pistol calibers. Powerful, com¬ 
pound linkage enables the full 
length sizing of all pistol and rifle 
calibers from .380 AGP to .30-06, 
using standard dies. Four die posi¬ 
tions on the interchangeable tool 
head provide capacity for a roll or 
taper crimping station. The inte¬ 
gral powder measure system is 
supplied with one adjustable 
powder bar (large or small.de- 
pending on caliber). 


Complete 

with all necessary dies and powder measure 
Set up in the caliber of your choice 
Ready to start reloading 
only 

$335.00 

F.O.B. Phoenix 


Optional semi-automatic primer feed - includes 
all parts necessary for both large and small 
primers, complete with safety shield $45.00 


Dillon Precision Products, Inc. 
77S5 £• Gelding Dr. Scottsdale, AZ 
Phone: 602-948*8009 


ANGOLA 

Continued from page 39 


has since left his Kinshasa 
headquarters under pressure from 
President Mobutu (who has been 
mending his political fences with the 
Luanda regime) for exile in France. His 
movement seems to have collapsed, 
although a few isolated bands of FNLA 
guerrillas continue to operate 
in the north. 

With Roberto out of the picture, the 
U.S. barred by law from helping 
UNITA, and the South Africans 
disillusioned by the West’s reaction to 
their intervention and obsessed by 
the larger stakes of the conflict in 
Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe), Savimbi 
was left alone to face the full fury of the 
communist world. 

And the Soviet Union’s intervention 
made the U.S. contribution to the anti¬ 
government forces, cancelled by the 
Congress, look both paltry and timid. 
On 8 October 1976, Neto signed a 
20-year treaty of friendship and 
cooperation with the Soviet Union, the 
first with any sub-Saharan nation. By 
the end of 1977, East-bloc 
governments provided Angola with 
arms and equipment worth $495 
million, including such big-ticket items 
as 24 MiG-21s and 60 T-54 tanks. 

After Savimbi’s capital of Huambo 
(formerly Nova Lisboa) fell to the 
Cubans in February of 1976, he might 
have been forgiven had he cut a deal 
with Neto or, like Roberto, gone into a 
comfortable foreign exile. 

Savimbi did neither. He pulled his 
forces back into the bush and 
regrouped, leaving the towns to the 
Cubans. He vowed to fight on, 
accepting help from all who would give 
it, alone if necessary. And he has made 
good on that promise. 


Economy A Mess 

Independence proved to be no rose 
garden for Neto. Although oil 
production from the Cuban-guarded 
Cabinda fields operated by Gulf Oil are 
back to a pre-independence level of 
180,000 barrels a day, the rest of 
Angola’s economy is a mess. 

Angola, once the world’s fourth- 
largest coffee producer, has seen 
production of the bean fall by 80 
percent from the 1974 figure of 
180,000 tons worth $154 million. Most 
of the coffee plantations simply were 
abandoned by their Portuguese owners 
and their Ovimbundu laborers, who 
returned to the UNITA area in 
the south. 

Exploitation of Angola’s rich 
diamond fields has fallen from an 
annual production of 2.2 million carats 
to 500,000 carats. Iron mining virtually 
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came to a halt. Angola, once self- 
sufficient in food, had to import half its 
requirements by 1978. 

Aware of the desperate state of the 
Angolan economy, and weary of a war 
that was absorbing 60 percent of his 
country’s budget, Neto began to make 
modestly pro-Western noises in 1979, 
and responded positively to a proposi¬ 
tion by President Leopold Senghor of 
Senegal that he broker negotiations 
between Neto and Savimbi. 

But in September of 1979, Neto fell 
ill and flew suddenly to Moscow, where 
he died of “complications” after an 
operation for cancer of the pancreas. 
Savimbi believes Neto was “surgically 
murdered” by the Russians for his drift 
toward the West and gives three 
reasons for thinking so: 

Neto designated no successor before 
flying to Moscow, he was not 
accompanied by his Portuguese wife 
and his personal physician was not 
allowed to attend the operation or the 
post-mortem. Such evidence is no 
more than circumstantial, but it’s an 
interesting theory. 

Neto was succeeded by Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos, his planning minister. Dos 
Santos, another mulatto, was educated 
at Baku in the Soviet Union, where he 
became a political organizer among 
Third-World students. He was selected 
for special military training by KGB 
talent scouts and, after university, 
took a course in military 
telecommunications. He is married to a 
Russian woman. Such unions, far from 
being made in heaven, are not 
sanctioned by the Soviet authorities 
unless the blushing bride is considered 
“safe” — or more than that. 

Far from reducing his unpopular 
dependence on Moscow, Havana and 
East Berlin, dos Santos had requested 
and received additional Russian, Cuban 
and East German help. 

Cubans control the Angolan 
departments of foreign trade, transport, 
health and public works, 
indoctrinate trade-union leaders and 
provide 1,500 teachers (four secondary 
schools in Cuba have been set aside for 
the training of the 6,000 students from 
Angola and Mozambique who, if the 
Russians have their way, will be the 
next generation of leaders in 
Portuguese-speaking Afirica). The East 
Germans run the railways and the 
secret police and train SWAPO 
guerrillas for action in South West 
Africa. The Soviets, in addition to 
exercising direct command over all 
Angolan air and naval forces, run the 
fishing industry and provide advisers 
for the Foreign Ministry. 

Savimbi thinks it unlikely he can 
reach a negotiated settlement with dos 
Santos unless the West shows it is 
serious about supporting the drive for 
fteedom in Angola. 

“Dos Santos,” he says, “is too weak 
within the MPLA and hence too 


WICHITA 


OMl«r Inqulrlvi iiivM«d. 



mini-14 

ACCESSORIES 


A 




MINI-14 Muzzle Brake 


MtNM4 
Scope Mount 

Lightweight aluminum. 

> It is designed to be installed securely without 
drilling & tapping. • Only 3 screws to tighten. 

MINI-14 Fancy Sporter Stock 

• Matching walnut hand guard. 

• Hand rubbed satin finish, • 18 line checkering. 
• Completely iniayed, Ready to assemble. 


• Reduces recoil. • Helps balance rifle. • Reduces muzzle blast. 

• Improves your accuracy. • Reduces muzzle jump. • Easy to install. 
• Increases overall length of rifle 3V4". 

Mini-14 AAA fancy sporter stock w/extra fancy 
checkering & matching hand guard Grade #3 . $325.00 
Mini-14 Standard sporter stock w/standard 
checkering & matching hand guard Grade #1 .. 225.00 

Mini-14 Muzzle Brake ....... 17.95 

Mini-14 Muzzle Brake Plated for the 161 Stainless . 19.95 

Mini-14 1 pc. scope mount ... 24.95 

Mini-14 Scope mount anodized for the 161 Stainless 26.95 
Please include $2.00 extra for shipping. 


DEPT. 


-Wichita Arms- 

P.O. BOX 11371 WICHITA, KANSAS 67211 


A Dtviilon of Wichita Enginecnng & Supply. Inc 

PHONE (316) 265-0661 


Emergency Foods 

with delicious flavor and 


Hurricane-wise friends 
in Florida say: 

“Thank Goodness for 
freeze dried food! For taste 
and quality it’s so much better 
than dehydrated food." . . . 

Mr./Mrs. Siewiorek 
“Before the hurricane struck 
people were cleaning out the 
stores ... we had MOUNTAIN 
HOUSE so we didn’t worry.”... 

Mr./Mrs. Hachey 


No Shopping 

MOUNTAIN HOUSE 
is delivered to your door. 

Real life saver 

If you’ve ever tried cooking 
during a major power blackout... 
been unable to get to the store to 
buy food . . . stood in a long line 
when everybody’s stocking up — 
you’ll understand why 
MOUNTAIN HOUSE can be a 
life-saver in emergency 
situations. 


no-cook convenience 



Ideal food reserves 

“Emergency” foods don’t have 
to be cold and tasteless. With 
MOUNTAIN HOUSE freeze dried 
foods on hand you’ll enjoy hot, 
wholesome meals like you eat 
every day. And without cooking! 
Besides that, freeze dried food 
needs no refrigeration (never 
worry about food spoiling in the 
freezer when power goes out), 
stays fresh for years in the sealed 
cans, (much longer than canned 
or frozen food), and is so 
lightweight you can take it 
anywhere. 


Save on the sampler 

The SAMPLER PACK gives you 
a variety of delicious foods to 
try — Shrimp Cocktail w/sauce. 
Beef Stroganoff, Chicken & Rice, 
Sausage Patties, Spaghetti 
w/Meat Sauce, Turkey Tetrazzini, 
Tuna Salad, Green Peas, 
Scrambled Eggs w/butter. 
Peaches, Pears — all for just 
$26.70, shipped pre-paid. 

To order SAMPLER PACK or for 
more information without 
obligation, 

Mall coupon or call 702/878-6363 


I □ Send me more information about 
I MOUNTAIN HOUSE freeze dried foods. 

j □ Send me_SAMPLER PACKS @ $26.70* each. 

I Total Amt. of Order $. 


DJ’s Distributing Company 

P.O. Box 5421 

Las Vegas, NV 89102 


I DlCheck or Money Order Enclosed 
I Mastercard #_Exp. Date. 


Send Ik 
Name_ 


VISA #. 


I 

I Interbank #. 
^Signature— 


-Exp, Date. 
-Exp. Date. 


Street Address. 
City_ 


.Zip. 


Ph. 


State. 


*Add $1.50 postage and handling 
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MILITARY HOLSTERS 
QUALITY REPRODUCTIONS 



These holsters are available 
right or left, black or russet and can 
be embossed “U.S./’ 

"U.S.N.,” or “U.S.C.G.” Also avail¬ 
able with no embossing. 

Send $1.50 for fully illustrated 
catalogue of MODERN and 
REPRODUCTION HOLSTERS. 



Please add $3.00 to each holster 
forshipping.Tex. residents please 
add 5% sales tax. 

El Paso Saddlery Co. 

P.O. Box 27194 
El Paso, Texas 79926 
(915) 544-2233 


We gladly accept VISA and MASTER CARD. 



Copyrfghi 1981 R.I.A. Inc. All rights reserved 
Al! prices subject to change without notice. 

We will consider trades on any guns, parts, or accessories in any quantity. 

ROCK ISLAND ARMORY 

Department F,111 East Exchange Street Geneseo, liilnols 61254 309/344-2109 


MACHINE GUNS 


BereHa BM-59 . $1750.00 

Exclusive new offering, only from Rock Island 
Armory! Original selective lire BM-59 assault rifle. 

Fully transferable . not a dealer sample! Quality 
Beretta craftsmanship and limited availability make 
the BM-59 a very desirable collector s piece. It's a 
rare, hand-forged beauty. Comes equipped w/bipod, 

1 twenty- round magazine, and tri-compensator 
Complete list of accessories and parts 
available on request 



Titian MIA . . S B89.00 

The fully automatic version of the famous 
Springfield Armory MIA. with selective 
semi-auto/full auto fire capabilities. It's brand 
new. and modified from an original Sprino^field 
Armory weapon. Original 7.62mm NATO (.j081 


MOORaCalvar ... $1200.00 

Beautifully manufactured to military specs. 

Guaranteed uncut and unwelded with brand 
new receiver rails. 

Eft M16 Lower Receiver .... $ 150.00 

The finest Quality semi-automatic lower receiver 
arket is nc 
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Field Bandage and Compreaa .. $ 3,00 

Large 18" x 22" 6I field compress/sterile 
gauze pad with two rolls ot binding 
material. New. still in package. 

A must for campers, 
backpackers, and survivaiists 
Quantity prices available 
on request. 


U.S, Gl 81mm Morlar Round Caslnge . $ 

Extremely heavy duty space age plastic with 
screw-on cap and heavy “0" ring seal. An ideal 
storage container for any item that requires 
compTetety weather-proof protection. Big 17’?" 
deep X 3’V' inside diameter. 
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Same as above, but with M2 bipod. E2 pistol grip 
stock with fold-down front grip; hinged butt 
plate, and E2 sling 



Springfield Armory MIA Receiver, as described 

above, stripped . $ 450.00 

M60 Machine Gun . . $2750.00 

The same machine gun used by American fighting 
men in Viet Nam is now available through Hock 
Island Armory. It's built with all new or like- 
new original Gl parts, and with a brand new. 
uncut and unwelded receiver Chambered for 
7 62mm NATO (.3081 Absolutely the 
best available 


C-Rations; Special Price for 12-meal cases .... $ 25.00 

For a complete catalog of parts, accessories, and 
Gl surplus Items, send S2 and a Self 
Addressed Stamped Envelope _ 


ORDtRlHO IHSTBUCTIONS 


Satisfaction guaranteed or money refunded. Include cur¬ 
rent. hand-signed copy of FFL on all guns, ammo (except 
blank or dummy rounds), receivers or frames. We ship UPS. 
Please send cashier’s check or money order. On all foreign 
and Canadian orders, all payments must be in U.S. funds. 
Illinois residents add 5% sales tax. Please include S5.00 
shipping/insurance for each rifle ordered or .sufficient ship- 
ping/postaoe for all items; inadequate shipping/postage 
balance wifi be C.O.D. Approximately 2-week delivery, 



dependent on the Russians to open 
negotiations with me; his enemies, 
helped by the Kremlin, would simply 
get rid of him.” 

So the prospect is for a protracted 
struggle in Angola, the outcome of 
which will depend largely on events 
beyond the control of either dos Santos 
or Savimbi. 

1 caught up with Jonas Savimbi after 
a spine-jolting three-day truck ride 
through the rough tsetse-fly country 
north of Caprivi Stpp (see “Bushmen: 
the Montagnards of South Africa,” 

SOF May *80). The UNITA leader was 
visiting a camp north of the Cuito 
River where 650 recruits were about 
to complete a five-month basic training 
course. 

Savimbi was dressed like the soldier 
he is: camouflage trousers tucked into 
combat boots, short-sleeved khaki shirt 
adorned with green epaulets bearing 
the three stars of a lieutenant general 
and green beret. On his left hip, the 
grip reversed, was a Smith & Wesson 
.38 revolver; to his right thigh was 
strapped a U.S. Ranger knife. 

Under a white-hot September sky, 
Savimbi strode up and down the dusty 
parade ground exhorting his troops, 
stabbing at the sun for emphasis with 
his silver-tipped walking stick, 
speaking alternately in Portuguese (the 
language of command for UNITA as 
for the MPLA) and Ovimbundu. 

He derided Neto: “A black white 
man who can speak no African 
language, who sleeps with a Russian 
wife and has sold his country to the 
communists.” He promised his men no 
easy way. Some of them, he admitted, 
would die. But they “would make many 
Cuban widows, and cause the mothers 
of Russia to weep.” He vowed that not 
an ounce of copper would pass down 
the Benguela Railroad to the sea while 
the Cubans remained in Angola. And 
in the end, he promised, Angola would 
be free. Savimbi’s troops cheered him, 
paraded before the thatched reviewing 
stand and marched off singing to one 
of their final training exercises. 

Later we talked for an hour and a 
half, after a banquet of fried eggs and 
corned-beef hash washed down with a 
liberated bottle of Portuguese beer. 

Savimbi characterized the Carter 
administration’s African policy, “with 
the single exception of the settlement in 
Zimbabwe,” as a “disaster.” The policy 
of “appeasing the communists, which 
has failed and will continue to fail, 
must be changed,” he insisted. 

Savimbi maintained that his struggle 
was not against the Angolan people — 
and hence was not a civil war — but 
“against the Russian, East German 
and Cuban colonizers.” He asserted 
that freedom was indivisible and that 
his fight was really the West’s battle, 
even though “it is the Angolans who 
are doing the fighting and the dying.” 
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In a further reference to U.S. policy, 
Savimbi said, **Nobody wants war, but 
if you are to have peace, you must be 
strong. Weakness invites war.” 

“Cuba,” he insisted, “must be cut 
down to size: It is a small island in the 
Caribbean, yet it makes trouble for a 
great power like America, not only 
here but in your own backyard.” 

Savimbi admitted he could not hope 
to carry the war to the Russians, East 
Germans and Cubans in the Angolan 
population centers unless and until he 
could obtain better ground-to-air 
missiles and anti-tank weapons. 

“Until that happens,” he continued, 
“my strategy is to extend guerrilla 
operations to all areas of Angola, tying 
down the 50,000 men of the Angolan 
army, forcing them to conscript more 
young men, which in turn will further 
disrupt the economy and create 
contradictions within the regime. If 1 
cannot defeat them militarily, 1 will 
make it impossible for the MPLA to 
rule, and thus force them to negotiate.” 

Savimbi made no appraisal of the 
Russians as Bghting men, “because we 
see so little of them.” But as military 
planners and strategists, he said he 
found them “rigid and slow to react to 
Angolan realities.” The East Germans, 
he said, were very “methodical and 
well-disciplined, but lack flair.” He said 
he was not particularly impressed with 
the Cubans: “Without tanks, 
helicopters and Stalin Organs, they are 
not supermen.” As for the Angolan 
soldiery, he said, “you have seen what 
they are at Mavinga; they have no 
interest in giving their lives for 
this government.” 

Savimbi laughs often and heartily, 
and one of his most engaging traits as 
a human being is a tendency to be 
charitable toward his rivals. Holden 
Roberto, he said, is “the father of all 
Angolan nationalists and should be 
included in any coalition government 
that might emerge from this war.” 

Neto, while “wrongheaded in his 
policies,” had been “a fine poet and a 
distinguished statesman.” 

Savimbi said he reads Clausewicz 
and von Moltke, and lists Douglas 
MacArthur, Lord Montgomery of 
El Alamein and Robert E. Lee among 
his heroes. 

Savimbi, in his 1979 trip to 
Washington (hell soon make another, 
and there is talk he may be received by 
President Reagan), conferred with 
Senators Henry Jackson, Sam Nunn 
and Paul Tsongas; Speaker of the 
House “Tip” O’Neill; former Secretary 
of State Henry Kissinger; former CIA 
director James Schlesinger; AFL-CIO 
President Lane Kirkland and members 
of the congressional Black Caucus. 

Savimbi is not without his detractors 
in the'West. John Stockwell, former 
chief of the CIA’s Angola Task Force in 
1975-76, now a critic of the Agency, 
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Stated (in a letter to the editor 
of the “New York Times” on 22 
November 1979): 

“Savimbi has no ideology. He 
believes in nothing beyond his own 
selfish ambition, and fighting has 
become his way of life. Over the years 
in central Angola, he has fought 
against the Portuguese, the MPLA, 
SWAPO and the Cubans. A perennial 
loser, he has held his own only against 
the FNLA.” 

There is something in what 
Stockwell says, but very little. Indeed, 
the former CIA operative was 
extremely generous to Savimbi in his 
earlier book, “In Search of Enemies.” 
Sour grapes make bitter wine. 

Savimbi’s ideology is difficult to pin 
down, and seems largely based on his 
friend Leopold Senghor’s philosophy of 
negritude, which can be summed up as 
a respect for African traditions and 
culture. Since his relations with Peking 
are old and warm, he can hardly be 
described as a visceral anticommunist. 
What he is opposed to is imperialism, 
the chief practitioners of which in 
Africa happen to be the Russians, East 
Germans and Cubans. 

He feels an affinity with the West, 
and has a predisposition toward free 
enterprise. But he feels that African 
institutions, if they are to be 
successful, must be based on African 
realities (were he to come to power, he 
would favor a mixture of capitalism 
and socialism). 

Savimbi is, in short, what most 
African leaders are: a pragmatic 
nationalist who takes his firiends where 
he can find them. He will do whatever 
is necessary — including dealing with 
the South Africans — to achieve his 
goal of a truly independent Angola, free 
of all foreign troops. 

That fighting has become “a way of 
life” for Savimbi ought to be regarded 
as an asset rather than a liability in an 
anti-Soviet leader. As to his being a 
“perennial loser,” Savimbi points out 
that he’s still in the field, adding that 
“with friends like Stockwell, who would 
not be a loser?” 

It is true that the lightly armed 
UNITA troops have not been able to 
stand up to the Cubans, backed by 
Russian armor and jets, in set-piece 
battles. But as Mavinga illustrates, 
Savimbi’s 16,000 troops are the best 
African army in Angola, and growing 
stronger every day. 

Savimbi clearly is no coward. While 
his friend. King Hassan of Morocco, 
has provided him with a villa outside 
Rabat, he tries to spend 10 months out 
of the year in Angola, living just as his 
men do. *They need me here,” he says, 
“and, besides, it’s safer for me in 
Angola than abroad.” 

But UNITA agents, traveling on 
diplomatic passports provided by 
friendly African nations (Savimbi paid 
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incognito visits to a dozen such states 
last year), shuttle between Paris and 
Peking, Rome and Bonn, London and 
Washington, in search of 
understanding and support. And, as 
the mood in the West becomes more 
realistic in its view of the Soviet 
Union’s grand design, Savimbi is 
taking an increasingly personal role in 
these initiatives. 

If ever there is to be a place and a 
time to end the lengthening string of 
communist victories and Western 
defeats, the place could be Angola and 
the time 1981. With Savimbi in the 
field and Reagan in the White House, 
the West has a second chance now in 
Africa. But as I shook hands with 
Savimbi and boarded the blacked>out 
plane that was to fly me out of UNITA- 
held territory, 1 was by no means sure 
that there are men of sufficient daring 
in Washington to seize the opportunity 
bought for us with the blood of 
Angolans willing to fight 
to be free. 

A week after my clandestine visit to 
Angola, 1 found myself passing through 
East Berlin in transit from Warsaw 
to Bucharest. 

“Have you anything to declare?” 
inquired the East German customs 
official who, for all 1 knew, might 
have a brother serving in Angolan 
counter-intelligence. 

“Not at the moment,” 1 replied. 

RECON 

Continued from page 51 

The jungle grew steadily denser 
and the going got tougher, but still 
no one said anything. Recons are 
serious about noise discipline. In 
fact, they are serious about 
everything they do, which had 
impressed me ever since I had first 
written about them. They do things 
well just because they believe things 
should be done well, an attitude that 
is rare in today’s soldiers. 

I remembered being in the jungle 
of Panama a couple of years ago 
with an Army infantry outfit on what 
they hoped was an ambush. They 
were a sorry bunch who coughed, 
sneezed, dropped canteens and 
cleared their throats until the forest 
sounded like a bad night on a 
tuberculosis ward. They might as 
well have put an air-raid siren and 
flashing lights in the middle of their 
position. They just didn’t believe 
they might have to go to war. 

The ground sloped upward and 
the terrain continued to get worse. I 
could see nothing in the darkness 
but odd patches of pale green light 
— a dim undefined glow that danced 
and jittered in the blackness ahead. 
Something crackled arid shrieked in 
the bush, a macabre sound that can 
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terrify people new to the jungle. 

My foot broke through a rotting 
log Into the moist pulp within. The 
strange luminescence moved in 
circles, slid deliberately from side to 
side, vanished without a trace and 
appeared again farther ahead. It was 
the color of foxfire, the glowing 
fungus of rotting wood in the 
Virginia forests — but decaying 
wood doesn’t dance around. Maybe I 
was losing my mind. It’s a hazard in 
this job. 

Finally it dawned on me: radium 
dials of diving watches. The team 
leaders were controlling our advance 
by giving silent arm and hand 
signals with their watches. I asked 
Lt. Houston about it. Since he and I 
were observers and not really there, 
we could whisper. 

“Yeah, that’s right. They may look 
bright, but they really aren’t. If an 
enemy got close enough to see 
them, they’d hear our noise anyway. 
If we make contact, we cover them 
up and break off.’’ 

Breaking off Is a Recon specialty. 
The Marine Corps does not make a 
habit of training its best men to 
avoid combat, but Recon’s job is 
strictly reconnaissance — sneak in, 
draw pictures and go home. If they 
have to use their weapons, they have 
screwed up. They don’t carry a full 
combat load of ammunition. 

The pitch of the ground increased 
sharply again and the going went 
from rough to ridiculous. A wall of 
wrist-thick vines barred our way, 
tough ropes hanging everywhere in 
the night. Moving forward became a 
crazy ballet through an unseen 
obstacle course. I ducked beneath a 
vine that caught me on the Adam’s 
apple, a leafy cord that tried to loop 
around my neck, found another 
below It, tried to step around It and 
got my leg caught between two 
fallen logs. Briars tore at my left leg. 
Unable to think of anything brighter 
to do, I raised my other leg over as 
much of the unyielding tangle as 
possible and, both feet off the 
ground, surfed over it. 

t landed on the lip of a gully. 

While I was pulling myseif over a 
rock, a huge Insect landed on my 
earlobe. 1 spasmodically slapped it 
hard enought to kill a small dog — It 
was about the size of a small dog — 
before it could start eating. Ahead of 
me, I heard Marines struggling 
through more of the same. We 
climbed up a steep bank, slithered 
on hands and knees beneath a 
dense mesh of branches and 
crawled on our bellies under more 
vines. After a while you learn to feel 
your way, to judge which direction 
the vines will rrn and flow 
with them. 

Finally, we neared the crest of the 
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hill. The trees thinned slightly. We 
stopped. Lt. Houston told me to sit 
down and relax while the team set 
up security and did preliminary 
recon of the objective, actually a 
coastal gun position. I found a soft 
bed of rotting mould and sat, hoping 
the local ants were asleep. 

Standards change quickly In the 
bush. Normally, no reasonable 
person would think of wandering 
lightless in that tangled hothouse at 
night, much less of casually sitting 
In it, but Recons roll in it as if It 
were a suburban backyard. They 
don’t have much choice. The air was 
muggy, heavy with water. Insects 
fizzed and buzzed. The soft stench 
of rotting vegetation hung In the 
dead air. I could hear the team 
moving quietly, but couldn’t 
see much. 

“They’re moving up the Starlight 
scope,’’ Lt. Houston whispered. A 
shape, barely distinguishable from 
the surrounding gloom, brushed 
silently past with the Starlight. It 
was the clumsy AN/PBS-2A. SOF 
has the Improved, much lighter 
Litton M-845 NIghtscope at the 
office for sport shooting. Magazines 
should not be better equipped than 
the military. 

I borrowed the Starlight, propped 
it on my knees and pushed the soft 
rubber shroud against my eye. 
Compressing the rubber opens a slit 
which Is normally closed to keep the 
bright green eye of the scope from 
giving away a position. A ghostly 
green circle opened before me and 
sparkled like a snowy television 
screen. The gun position was clearly 
visible, a large concrete cylinder 
with a gaping black square at the 
bottom: the tunnel into the Innards. 

When my knee jiggled, the stars 
above the gun tub spun crazily and 
left smudgy green streaks on the 
phosphor. I couldn’t see anything In 
the surrounding growth — no guards 
put there to complicate the mission 
— but It wasn’t easy to be sure. 
Starlight scopes are a lot better than 
nothing, but the ghostly green can 
be deceptive. 

Crouched over instinctively, we 
moved forward to the yawning 
mouth of the tunnel. Someone had 
already sketched the outside of the 
old fortification, working quickly 
with a red-lensed flashlight. “It’s not 
easy to do,” Gunny McWhorter told 
me later. “Things don’t look the 
same at night. It takes a lot of 
practice to do It right.” 

A security force stayed outside in 
the wan starlight while a scout team 
entered the tunnel. All of this 
happened quickly, without a lot of 
conversation. These guys were good. 
The air was musty and smelled of 
bat droppings. A boot occasionally 
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NUNCHAKU 

Powerful, but Compact 
Weapon from the East! 



Many times more effective than knives or clubs, 
even against multiple attacks. Whipping mo¬ 
tion afforded by flexible connection between 
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of just a straight stick. Patented Swivel-Chain 
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Martial arts throwing knife. 
Throw like dart. 200 Is 4” 
a 201 Is 2-5/8” Both are 
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ed. Pro model 226 is 1/8” 
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High grade steel. 



Nunchaku Carrying Case- No. 134 $2.95 

Black vinyl, zippered case fits all nunchaku. 


Book - NUNCHAKU & SAI No. 9090 - $7.95 
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scraped on loose gravel but, 
otherwise, the only sound was the 
shrieking of insects. 

The red glow of hooded 
flashlights moved eerily over the 
walls. The team leaders cautiously 
led their men deeper into the tunnel. 
The idea was to reconnoitre the 
place and get out before an enemy 
could show up and trap us inside, a 
prospect that made me glad we 
weren’t really on some forsaken 
Cuban hillside. Big holes several 
feet deep opened unexpectedly in 
the floor, offering to break a leg. The 
soft thud of bootfalls seemed loud 
in the enclosed space and the clank 
of scrap metal, which littered the 
floor, echoed for long seconds. I 
waited to step on some exotic and 
highly poisonous snake, but my real 
worry was that a rabid bat might 
decide I was good to eat — it 
happens — after which I would need 
30 years of shots in the belly with a 
five-inch needle, or whatever 
it is they do. 

Smaller teams broke off down 
side corridors, sometimes hugging 
the walls and skirting holes on six- 
inch ledges. Marines with tape 
measures quickly measured 
distances from corridor to corridor, 
the width of the tunnel, the length, 
height and number of rooms, and 
positions of holes. Others examined 
trash and debris strewn on the floor. 
A lot can be learned from trash. 

When we went back, the team would 
be able to draw a blueprint of 
the position. 

“This is a good confidence- 
builder,” Houston whispered. “If 
guys can wander around a dark 
tunnel like this, they can do just 
about anything.” 

I wasn’t sure they needed any 
more confidence. Anyone who can 
lock out of a submarine’s escape 
trunk — a tiny, water-filled coffin— 
isn’t likely to get a Section Eight 
over a tunnel in Puerto Rico. Still, 
there is something to what Houston 
says: Much of Recon training 
involves doing things that go against 
natural instinct. Men who don’t 
practice may hesitate. 

Fifteen minutes later we finished. 
Team leaders gathered briefly in the 
devilish red gleam of the flashlights 
to be sure they had everything they 
needed. We crossed the clearing and 
began the long struggle back 
through the jungle. When we got to 
the beach, five hours after we 
started, the moon would be rising 
and the partisan boats waiting. 

GUNS AND GEAR 

Interview with 1st Lt. Floyd 

Houston, Intelligence Officer 
2nd Force Recon 
SOF: What’s your strength? 


80 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


AUGUST/81 
























HOUSTON: About 142 Marines and 
officers. We have six operational pla¬ 
toons of 12 men each, with each pla¬ 
toon divided into three teams of four 
men. Each platoon also has a platoon 
sergeant, an equipment NCO and the 
platoon commander. And then there is 
Headquarters and Service Platoon, 
with the S2, S3, XO, CO, supply of¬ 
ficer and a communications officer. 
We rate 11 officers. 

SOF; Why is your basic operating unit 
a four-man team? 

HOUSTON: The decision was made 
before my time. I’m convinced we need 
six-man teams. 

SOF: Why is six better than four? 
HOUSTON: We need more men to 
provide security and carry gear on mis¬ 
sions. With six men we can send people 
to schools, send them on leave. Every¬ 
body rates 30 days of leave a year. You 
take one man out of a four-man team 
and you’ve cut your strength by 25 per¬ 
cent, whereas one man out of a six- 
man team drops your strength only 
around 17 percent. 

SOF: What command does Recon 
come under? 

HOUSTON: We’re under the admini¬ 
strative control of 2nd Force Service 
Support Group. But operational con¬ 
trol is with the Commanding General, 
Fleet Marine Force Atlantic. In war¬ 
time, we would work for FMF Atlantic 
or 2nd Marine Amphibious Force. 
SOF: What physical qualifications do 
candidates have to have? 

HOUSTON: To get into the operating 
platoons, they have to have a 250 or 
above on the physical-fitness test, be 
first-class swimmers and be qualified 
to pass the physical requirements of 
jump school and scuba school, which 
are fairly demanding. The physical¬ 
fitness test is Marine-wide, involving 
three events. First, pull-ups; you can 
do 20 pull-ups for a max of 100 points. 
Then there is the sit-up test. To max it 
you have to do 80 sit-ups in two 
minutes for a total of 100 points. You 
can still pass it with less than that, but 
I’m talking about a maximum of 300 
points. And then a three-mile run in 18 
minutes, which is the maximum and 
will give you 100 points. We require 
250 out of 300, which on the average 
means between 15 and 20 pull-ups, be¬ 
tween 75 and 80 sit-ups and between 18 
and 21 minutes on the three-mile run. 

SOF: How is the four-man team 
organized? 

HOUSTON: There is the team leader, 
who’s responsible for everything the 
team does, the assistant team leader 
and two recon scouts. One of them is 
also a radio operator. 

SOF: What is their training? 
HOUSTON: The team leader has been 
around Recon for a while. He’s a ser¬ 
geant, has probably jumped scuba, is 
possibly HALO-qualified, probably is 
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Ranger-qualified and possibly has had 
formal training in demolitions. 

SOF: Equipment? 

HOUSTON: Depends on the mission. 
Usually we go out with a Car-15 or an 
XM177E2, the short M16, two M16s 
and an M203. The M203 is the M16 
with a 40mm grenade launcher that 
slides forward and back. Those are the 
basic weapons. Some people carry 
pistols too, the standard M1911 Colt 
.45 — although it is personal 
preference to carry one. 

SOF: You use standard gear? 
HOUSTON: Yes, with the addition of 
the back packs. Often we get the large 
Alice packs, A whole lot of people 
come up with their own equipment, 
like Randall knives, although we do 
issue Ka-Bars and bayonets. 

SOF: Can the men carry other pistols? 
HOUSTON: It depends on the CO. 
rd say no. You can’t supply a .357 or a 
.44 mag in the field. But the gear we 
use depends on the mission and teams. 
SOF: How do you keep weapons 
working in salt water? 

HOUSTON: We use a substance called 
Break Free. It’s a heavy oil. We fully 
coat the weapon inside and out. Then 
we wipe it down so that the coating 
isn’t so heavy that sand accumulates 
on the oil. We clean and oil the 
weapons while they’re v/aim. The 
metal has pores and oil will soak into 
them. After we come out of the salt 
water, we give them a fresh-water 
rinse-down — preferably hot water — 
and then dry them while they’re hot, 
and then oil them down again. 

SOF: Do you use Starlight scopes reg¬ 
ularly? 

HOUSTON: Roger that, and 
Metascopes also. The Metascope is an 
infra-red signalling device. It has an 
infra-red generator which transmits an 
infra-red beam and an infra-red 
receiver. It’s not great for observing 
things at a distance, but you can focus 
it to read a map, depending on the IR 
intensity. 

SOF: What boats do you use? 
HOUSTON: We have been using the 
IBS, the Inflatable Boat, Small. It car¬ 
ries seven people and a coxswain. 
However, they are being phased out in 
favor of the MARS (Marine Amphibi¬ 
ous Reconnaissance System — see 
“IBS Goes to MARS,’’ SOF. Decem¬ 
ber ’80), which is a lot better. Instead 
of being all rubber, it has a metal 
keelson, which is a big tube that breaks 
down into sections and goes in the 
center of the boat to give it sea-keeping 
qualities. The keelson keeps you from 
being blown sideways. It’s engineered 
for operating on the high seas. We us¬ 
ed one in Norway with a 35-horse- 
power motor. They’re coming out with 
a 35-horsepower motor which you can 
submerge in seawater. It has purge 
valves through the pistons so that you 
can purge out the seawater. People 
down in Panama City have tested them 
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Nuernberg Document Found! 
Reproduction Size 35" x 23" 

Entire Government Organizational Chart of Germany, 

dated March, 1945. 

The final Result of All Testimony given at the Military Tribunal 
for war criminals. A must for Military Collectors, History Buffs, 
Students, Etc. Suitable for framing. Great conversation piece. 
Send $20.00 (check or M.O.) for this and other services for 
collectors to: S.E.A.R.C.H.* Unlimited. 10667 Cranberry Street, 
Boise, Idaho 83704. 
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down to 500 feet. When they brought 
them up after three days, they started. 
The sound is muffled. The ones that 
are coming out soon are supposed to 
be really quiet. 

SOF: Parachutes? 

HOUSTON: The basic static-line par¬ 
achute is the MCl-l Bravo. It’s a steer¬ 
able canopy with modified toggles for 
steering, plus it’s got an anti-inversion 
net around the side which eliminates a 
lot of malfunctions. I’ve never seen a 
major static-line malfunction in the 
company. We do have HALO capabili¬ 
ty. Because we have the only HALO 
people in the Marine Corps, we’ve 
been used to test various systems, such 
as square chutes. We figure on using 
the squares for offset insertion: you 
open the chute at 30,000 feet in oxygen 
and fly sideways to your objective. In 
sport jumping from 12,500 feet with a 
round parachute, I’ve gone 12 miles 
and still had time to circle over the 
drop zone a couple of times. From 
30,000 feet you can offset in excess of 
30 miles. It’s critical to calculate the 
layers of wind. You fly the wind layers. 
Say there’s a layer of wind at 30,000 
feet; you fly that layer, then you break 
through and there’s another layer go¬ 
ing another direction. 

SOF: What is the usual training for 
Recons? 

HOUSTON: The three biggies are 
jump school, scuba school and Ranger 
school. Not everybody goes to Ranger 
school, although I’d say most of the 
NCOS have. Ranger school is a really 
tough patrolling school and most peo¬ 
ple who complete it are good Marines. 
We use them in leadership billets. We 
also go to the HALO school, and dif¬ 
ferent types of scuba schools. There’s 
the SF Scuba School down in Key 
West, which is basically a combat- 
swimmers* school, then there are the 
Navy schools at Groton, Conn, and 
Panama City, Fla., which they are 
hoping to develop into a combat- 
swimmers’ school for all the services. 
We go to Pathfinder school. There are 
some schools that I can’t talk about. 
We send people to demolitions school. 
I’ve even sent people through 
intelligence-photography school. 

SOF: What cameras do you use? 
HOUSTON: The Nikonos, although 
we’re testing some more land-oriented 
cameras. The Nikonos is pretty rug¬ 
ged, but using it requires a great deal 
of experience. We have some very ex¬ 
perienced operators, but sometimes 
you don’t always have the luxury of 
getting somebody who’s so good he 
can get a good photograph every time. 
SOF: Why do you use the UDT life 
Jacket instead of a BC? 

HOUSTON: Navy regs. 

SOF: What is your standard regula¬ 
tor? 

HOUSTON: U.S. Divers single-hose. 
We don’t use any closed-circuit gear. 
Continued on page 86 
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good for a $1 credit on your first purchase. 

(2) Send us $5. and we'll tell you who to contact for information about 
buying U.S. military surplus and GSA surplus direct. And we’ll still 
send you our catalog and a coupon. 

Please include Self Addressed Stamped Envelope. 

ROCK ISLAND ARMORY, INC. STORAGE AREA SF 

E. EXCHANGE ST. ENTRANCE. GENESEO, ILLINOIS 61254, 309/944-2109 or 309/944-5739 


SUPPORT SOF 
ADVERTISERS 
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Three versions of the Sting. Sting la 
in stainless steel (left), original 
model with micarta scales (center) 
and black chrome (right). 

FOR SURVIVAL 


STING 


A.G. Russell’s All-Around Edge 


Text & Photos 
by Dick Eades 


Sting la, just under seven inches 
long, packs a lot of utility into a 
small package. 



S URVIVAL knife.*’ It’s a term ap¬ 
plied indiscriminately to almost 
anything with a blade. Those words can 
evoke mental pictures of anything from a 
tiny penknife to a blade the size of a 
Roman broadsword. Just what exactly is a 
“survival knife?’’ 

I guess it depends on what you are try¬ 
ing to survive. If it’s a charge of Coman¬ 
che warriors, make mine 12 feet long with 
a suit of armor attached. Otherwise, I 
prefer one of reasonable size for easy por¬ 
tability. 

There are many criteria for selecting a 
survival knife but, since my knowledge of 
knives is limited, I choose strictly on a 
subjective basis. 

First, the knife 1 pick must be small 
enough to be easily carried but large 
enough to be used for the everyday jobs 
one might encounter. It must be durable 


enough to take a fair share of abuse as 
well as hard use. After all. I’ll have to call 
on it to perform some rather unknife-like 
chores. It must be capable of holding an 
edge and not prone to rust if neglected for 
a few days. 

If those sound like impossible demands, 
you haven’t met A.G. Russell. A.G. is the 
“Knife Man” of Springdale, Ark., who 
designed and produces a knife like the one 
described. It’s called the Sting, and is 
available at a reasonable price direct from 
Russell or from your local dealer. 

Russell introduced the original Sting 
several years ago. I first saw it at a show in 
1977. I was immediately fascinated by the 
little knife. It features a spear-blade 3.25 
inches long and about .9 inches wide at 
the widest point. The overall length is just 
under 6.5 inches. The knife is a single 
piece of forged steel with ivory-micarta 
scales riveted to the grip. 


For a decorative touch, the ivory is 
outlined in red where it meets the steel. 
Not a garish band of red, just a fine line to 
contrast the ivory and polished steel. With 
the ivory-micarta grip, the Sting weighs 
only three ounces. 

A boot/belt sheath is furnished with the 
Sting. It’s heavy leather with a spring clip 
suitable for wear inside the boot or attach¬ 
ed to a waist belt. Thanks to the shape of 
the spring clip and a unique locking 
mechanism, it grips well enough to stay 
put under almost any circumstances. I 
don’t recall standing on my head while 
wearing mine, but I have put it through 
almost every other type of gyration and it 
has ridden right along. 

When sheathed, the Sting protrudes a 
scant 2.25 inches above the leather. 
There’s enough knife sticking out to grasp 
easily but not enough to be obtrusive. 

Both edges of the Sting are razor sharp 
from bolster to tip. It’s not a knife to play 
with unless you have suicidal tendencies. 
The pommel is a simple, polished dome, 
shaped from the tang and part of the same 
piece of steel that is forged into the blade. 

All in all, I have been pleased with the 
Sting as a go-everywhere, do-everything 
knife. With the exception of the micarta 
scales, the knife is all but indestructible. 
For those who must have a knife that will 
resist everything but the fires of hell, 
Russell now produces another version — 
the Sting la. 

Although it is an offspring of the 
original, there are a few differences. The 
grip length on the Sting la has been in¬ 
creased by about .375 inch, making the 
overall length about 6.85 inches. There 
are no scales on the Sting la, but the flat 
sides of the tang are shaped to provide a 
positive grip. An indentation just behind 
the bolster accommodates the thumb 
when the blade is held flat. 

A hole about Vi inch in diameter is 
located at the rear of the grip. Many users 
will probably elect to fasten a thong to the 
knife through this hole, although I prefer 
to leave it open to provide the flattest con¬ 
figuration possible for carrying the Sting 
la. Speaking of flat: without scales, the 
knife is only .330 inch thick at the grip. It 
weighs just under four ounces. 

The Sting la is offered in three different 
finishes. The standard finish is polished, 
stainless steel. The blade polish is brilliant 
and the grip is a pleasing satin with matte 
surfaces in the grip indentations. The con¬ 
trasting surface textures make it a very at¬ 
tractive knife. For those who prefer some¬ 
thing a bit dressier, the knife is available 
in the same polish pattern but coated with 
a distinctive gold chrome. 

Frankly, with the gold finish it no 
longer looks business-like and seems too 
pretty to use. A third variety holds much 
more appeal: The same polish job is fin¬ 
ished with an inky-black chrome. Black 
chrome lends itself well to a knife of this 
type. It tones down shine, adds a bit of 
class to an otherwise plain knife and is 
almost as durable as the stainless steel. 

Back to the question of whether the 
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The Sting fits nicely under light 
trousers in boot top. Spring steel 
clip provides sufficient tension for 
secure carry. 



Cutting limb from a dead tree takes 
awhile with the Sting, but the little 
knife remains sharp through several 
inches of wood. 



Sting is poor can opener except 
when It’s the only one you have. It 
stays “shavin’ sharp” after opening 
can. 


Sting is a good selection for a survival 
knife. Vm sure that some are already 
shaking their heads sadly at my choice. 
Many will say it’s too small. Others will 
complain that the Sting is too light, the 
grip too short and that it should have only 
one sharp edge or needs a saw-toothed 
edge. 

Hell! I’ll agree with all of that! In fact, I 
could probably name a dozen cases where 
the Sting wouldn’t rate as the best tool for 
a specific job. I like it because it is capable 
of doing a myriad of jobs adequately and 
because it is small enough to always be 
with me if I need it. 

Knife lovers will probably cringe to find 
what I’ve done with my Sting. I’ve used it 
to cut small limbs for firewood, open cans 
and to dig up flat rocks for a fire base. 
Frankly, an axe would have worked better 
for the firewood, a can opener on the can 
and a shovel would have been a far better 
choice for digging up the rocks. There was 
just one problem... .1 didn’t have an axe, 
can opener or shovel. If I had, I’d have 
used them instead of the Sting. 

My Sting and I have been in some in¬ 
teresting places. Frankly, I don’t know 
why I put up with the dam thing. People 
stare when I use it as a steak knife in 
a fancy restaurant. 

It’s not the best choice for dressing a 
deer. (That double-edge invariably slices 
into the guts.) 

Paring citrus fruits and forgetting to 
clean it dulls the blade polish slightly. 

The pommel makes only a fair nut¬ 
cracker and the point just barely suffices 
as a screwdriver for eyeglass repair. 

The Sting is tough enough to stand up 
to all these uses, and many more that I 
haven’t thought of yet. The blade stays 
sharp under hard use and can be resharp¬ 
ened easily and quickly. It’s reasonably 
priced and can be replaced with little pain 
if it’s lost or damaged beyond repair. 
There are no frills on the Sting; no bells or 
whistles. It’s just a good, honest boot- or 
belt-knife at an affordable price. 

The Sting isn’t worth a damn as a com¬ 
plete tool kit, but it makes a workable 
substitute for the 63-pound tool box that 
you don’t have with you when you need it. 
That’s about all you can ask of a small 
survival knife, Sting included. 


RUSSELL STING PRICES 

Sting (original model) 

w/ivory micarta.$65 .(X) 

Sting la, stainless steel-$39.95 

Sting la, black chrome-$44.95 

Sting la, gold chrome.$49.95 

Original Sting also available with 
grips in various colors of micarta, ex¬ 
otic woods or genuine stag. Prices vary 
slightly with selection of grip material. 
For information contact: A.G. Rus¬ 
sell, Dept. SOF, 1705 Hwy. 7IN, 
Springdale, AK 72764, (501) 751-7341. 



Be Prepared! 

“LEARN TO SURVIVE” 
Ken Hale’s “1981“ 

CATALOG OF BOOKS ON SURVIVAL 
AND RELATED SKILLS . 


My A/etv 32 Page Book Catalog is Ready 

“BE A SURVIVOR.” 

Only the wise and strong shall sur¬ 
vive the coming turmoil in Americaj 

.Depression, Economic Col- 

iapse, or even NUCLEAR WAR I? 
We cover SELF-DEFENSE, WEAP¬ 
ONS, LIVING IN THE WILDS, GUER¬ 
RILLA WARFARE, DEMOLITIONS, 
plus much more. 

If you don’t have my catalog 
yet. . DON’T DELAY! 

It’s the BIGGEST & BEST 
In its Field. Rush $2.00 to: 
KEN HALE (109 ) 
MCDONALD, OHIO 44437 
“LEARN TO SURVIVE” 
I'll send it free, if you don't have 
bucks, But GET IT NOW... 


Send to 

Name_ 

Address_ 

City_State_Zip 


Learn POLICE SCIENCES 
& LAW ENFORCEMENT 


The LAW ENFORCEMENT COURSE 
Written by Experts Based on Actual 
Police Academy Training Programs! 

If police work sounds exciting... if 
crime prevention, helping others, 
and making the world a better place 
to live are important to you. send 
for free information about Police 
Sciences institute. The experts on 
our staff have trained hundreds of 
^men in resident police academies. 

Experts Show You What to Oo, How to 
Do it.. .Guide You Every Step of the Way! 

Everyihinp explained in easy-io-undcr.nand language, 
complete with drawing.s, diagrams, charts and photos. 

You receive materials and instruments you need to actually 
learn by doing as you follow simple instructions. You'll learn 
everything from patrol procedures,criminal investigation 
techniques — fingerprints, photography, gathering evidence to 
traffic control, accident investigation, crowd control and 
making arrests. 


COURSE INCLUDES 3 BIG KITS 


CRIME SCENE PHOTOGRAPHY You receive 
camera, film, (lash bulbs, batteries. 
FINGERPRINTING FIELD KIT Includes pow¬ 
der. brushes, fingerprint strips, 
sensitizing pad to lift latent 

» . fingerprints. 

I EVIDENCE COLLECTION KIT 

, Includes sampling pipette, col- 

f lection bottles and bags, slides 

I and training microscope, 

I Plus Traffic Investigation Field Kit, 

' Drug Enforcement Fact Book, 
Illustrated Policemen's Glossary. 

-CALL TOLL-FREE 



l-800-ZZ8.2028/Dl?tJJIo8i 

(Except in Nebraiki call (402) S71-4g00/EXT. 375 
CALL ANYTIME — Operators to lake your 
call 24 hours a day 7 days a week No cost 

Police Sciences Institute, Dept. RS081 j fNfoacFMFNT 
4401 Birch Street. Newport Beach. CA 92660 
Please rush free facts that tell how I can learn 
Police Sciences at home. No obligation, no 
salesman will call. 

NAME 

ADDRESS. 

CITY_ 
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siaruGHT TrdiniMC cenier 

SPECIALISTS IN WEAPONS TRAINING 

Join the many who have Improved their shooting skills. Learn from the pros how to 
handle firearms safely and proficiently In many and varied situations. Be able to see 
and fire the newest and most efficient weapons on the mkt. today. We offer courses 
ranging from basic firearms instruction to high stress defensive combat shooting. 
Only the finest and most advanced equipment and techniques are used In our 
police anti-sniper program. Because of demand we now offer courses on survival 
weapons and their use, covering all aspects, from defending your retreat to living 
off the land. 

For brochure, send $1,00 to. 

starlight Training Center 

Rte. 2, Box 68 Liberal, MO 64762 
Ph. (417) 843-3555 




Limited Editions 

and CUSTOM CONVERSIONS 

by Mag-Na-Port 

Quite simply — these are 
some of the most sought 
after, and some of the 
most valuable handguns in 
the world. Write today for 
information. 


ARMS,IIIC. 


30016 S. River Road #4 
Mt. Clemens, Ml 48058 



THE FINEST 
FOLDING 
FIGHTER IN 
THE WORLD 

Combining Classic 
Design with Handcrafted 
American Manufacturing 
Principles. 


This 
unique 
folder 
features an 
individually 
handcrafted 
hollow ground 
blade of tough 
154 CM stain¬ 
less, Handles are ^ 
precision ^ 

machined out of 
solid brass or stain¬ 
less steel AND are in- 
layed with your choice 
of five different 
MICARTAS. 

— NOW AVAILABLE — 

A Collectors Series of 6 
Blade Designs. 

"WEE HAWK" STYLE 

BLADE FROM 

COLLECTOR SERIES 

(ILLUSTRATED) 

For Brochure Send $1.00 
Dealer Inquiries Welcomed. 


The butterfly design tm,. 
closed, twin handles 
enclose and pro¬ 
tect working por¬ 
tion of the knife. 

^ To open, the 

handles revolve 
in opposite 
directions to 
expose and 
positive-loc 
the blade. 


Overall 
Length 
9 . 0 ^' 
Closed 
5 ^ 8 " 



BALI-SONG INC. Dept. SF 

3039 Roswell St, Los Angeles, CA 90065 



Switchblades 
are illegal 
Switch 
to 


TheFLICKETgivs; 
fast, one hand 
access to the 
single-lock blade 
knife with a flick of 
the thumb. Spring 
steel attachment 
clamps securely to 
top edge of blade. 

Flicket and single-lock stainless 
steel blade knife with brass and 
wood handle, only $9.95 ppd. Or 
order the FLICKET for your own 
single-lock blade knife. Three sizes 
available: 1/8" (#1), 1/10" (#2), 
3/32" (#3). Specify size. Only $2,95 
each, ppd. 


To order, send cash, check or money 
order. (If cash, add 50) 


CKC Manufacturing, Dept. SF 
P.O. Box 308, Lawrenceville, Ga. 30246 


RECON 

Continued from page 83 

so a lot of the air systems we use are 
civilian. 

SOF: Radios? 

HOUSTON: Our primary radio is the 
URC 87, a high-frequency radio which 
can transmit both voice and CW 
(morse code). We’ve had some really 
good luck with square antennas, what 
you call a field-expedient rhomboid. 
With the rhomboid we can get a little 
more directionality. We’ve gotten even 
better results than with dipoles. 

SOF: How do you waterproof your 
electronic gear for missions? 
HOUSTON: Different people have 
different systems. There is no Mark 
One box for putting these things in and 
locking them out of a sub. Basically, 
it’s whatever works. 

SOF: How about your underwater 
communications gear? 

HOUSTON: None. The only things 
we use along those lines are calypso 
sticks. They look like copper pipes tied 
together. We use them in lieu of pihg- 
ers to notify sonar of our location. 
SOF: Could you use the little sonar 
transmitters that civilian divers use to 
mark wrecks and good fishing spots? 
HOUSTON: I’m sure we could. The 
problem is that a lot of these things are 
high-tech gear. They require specializ¬ 
ed maintenance, and with a 140- to 
150-man organization, it’s tough to 
maintain a lot of gear like that. We use 
our gear hard and we don’t have an un¬ 
limited budget. If a specific mission re¬ 
quired such gear, I’m sure we could get 
it. 

SOF: How long are your missions? 
HOUSTON: I’ve been on a 22-day pa¬ 
trol. It all depends on what’s required 
to do the job. 

SOF: What living equipment do you 
carry? 

HOUSTON: I’ve never carried a tent. 
They’re too heavy and don’t serve 
more than one role. I bring two pon¬ 
chos and civilian bungee cord. I’ll 
string a hootch with the bungee cord, 
lay my poncho out on the deck and, if 
it’s cold enough for a sleeping bag. I’ll 
put it under the poncho. If it’s not that 
cold, I’ll use the poncho liner. The 
main thing is to travel as light as you 
can. 

SOF: How light on a 22-day mission? 
HOUSTON: The average weight of 
our packs was about 90 pounds. On a 
22-day mission, you’ve got a serious 
logistics problem. Food was our big 
weight. We had Cs initially. Later on 
we were resupplied with LURPs. To 
tell you the truth, although LURPs are 
easier to carry, when it comes to feed¬ 
ing yourself for a long time, they don’t 
have the nutrition — plus you use a lot 
of water in them. It takes the better 
part of a canteen to eat a single LURP. 
That’s a major factor, especially if 
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AUTO GRIPS 


Improves accuracy.. ^ absorbs 
recoil . . > improves "Grip 
Security" in any combat situa¬ 
tion or weather condition. 
Models for Colt .45, S&W 39 
and 59. Browning Hi Power 
and Walther PP and PPK/S 
autos. 


At your dealers or write us. 


1220 SOUTH GRAND AVENUE • LOS ANGELES. CALIF. 





The Holster 
Originally Designed 
for Military and Poiice 
Is Now Available to youl 

The revolutionary new fold lock 
knife holster that needs just 
one hand to use. Puts your 
knife, open and locked, into 
your hand In a split second! 
Reholsters one-handedly, too. 
The Sting is constructed of 
durable nylon and keeps 
your fold lock-knife ready 
for instant use, safe and 
secure on your belt. Fits 
almost ail fold lock-knives 
Q M |k a (closed). 3V2 " to 5". 

rrlVI SEND $5.95 TO SF-B 

P.O. Box 490, Maitland, FL 32751 a 


The Legal Automatic 



3,000 Rounds/Min. 


the M19-A BB Submachine Gun or 
M19-A.M.P. Machine-Pistol 
For power, they use compressed air or 
one pound cans of freon 
send for either gun or *65°° for both to 

Larc Inc. P.O. box 460. Maldand. FL 32751 SF-8 



MERCENARIES THE WORLD 
OVER CHOOSE THIS KNIFE 
STYLE-9” OVERALL-CAST 
NON-SLIP HANDLE-SURGICAL 
STEEL DOUBLED EDGED- 
BLACK QUICK RELEASE 
HEAVY DUTY LEATHER SHEATH 
WITH STAINLESS BOOT CLIP. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
OR MONEY REFUNDED. 

SEND $17.95 U.S. (CURRENCY- 
MONEY ORDER OR CHECK) 
PLUS $2.00 FOR POSTAGE TO: 

BOX 7373 
TAMPA, FL. 33673 

SHIPPING OUTSIDE U S. 

$2.00 ADDITIONAL 


you’re talking about desert ops or ex¬ 
treme cold-weather ops when you can’t 
store water. 

SOF: Can you live off the land? 
HOUSTON: No. You’d find yourself 
spending more time surviving than 
performing the mission. If you’re busy 
looking for food, then you’re not look¬ 
ing for the enemy. You’ve got to have 
your food, and you’ve got to be able to 
eat it in a few minutes. You can’t 
spend time chopping up coconuts. 

We have to carry everything we need 
for a long patrol. We happen to have a 
lot of very strong people, but they’re 
not supposed to fight. They’re suppos¬ 
ed to avoid all contact with the enemy. 
Frankly, we don’t carry enough ord¬ 
nance to become a maneuver element. 
We operate beyond fire support. The 
only thing we could possibly get would 
be air support, and you can’t count on 
air support all the time; planes may be 
down, weather may be bad. Our weap¬ 
ons are supposed to help us break con¬ 
tact, evade the enemy and report on 
him. We’re the only long-range 
ground-reconnaissance organization in 
the Department of Defense. Demoli¬ 
tions is a secondary mission, and it’s 
not a very good one. If there’s a 
lucrative target out there that cannot 
be gotten by other means, the company 
can task-organize to get it. 

SOF: What psychological types do you 
find in Recon? 

HOUSTON: They’re pretty strong- 
willed men — like Teddy Roosevelt — 
rugged individualists. They work well 
in a group. I can’t really put them in a 
mold. No two are exactly alike, but I’d 
say they’re all pretty much rugged in¬ 
dividuals. 

SOF: Are they looking for a chal¬ 
lenge? 

HOUSTON: Oh sure, all of them are. 
I can speak best for myself. I was look¬ 
ing for a real challenge and I found it 
— this is a great outfit. I wouldn’t 
trade it for the world. 

SOF: How long have you been in 
Recon and what have you done? 
HOUSTON: About a year and eight 
months. I was jump-qualified when I 
came to the unit. I picked up gear Fri¬ 
day, jumped into the North Carolina 
mountains on Monday. I hadn’t done 
a military jump for three years. Then I 
went through the water-safety-survival 
instructors’ course, which was prob¬ 
ably the best water school I’ve ever 
heard of. That was a month long. Then 
I went to HALO school, also a month 
long. Then I came down to Puerto 
Rico for a month, and that brought me 
up to Christmas. On 1 January, I hop¬ 
ped on a plane and went to the 
Norwegian infantry-officer school in 
Norway. That was a six-week school. I 
went through the SF scuba school and, 
from there, I had a month in the rear. 
Then I went to Germany for a month¬ 
long operation, came back, ran local 


“ ... w 

Knows 
What 
Evil... 


Prepare yourself with Shadow Systems’ 
ultra-concealable rig for mini derringers. 
The soft black leather pocket wraps around 
your ankle or arm and is held securely in 
place with a Velcro closure. You’ll never 
know you have it on ... ’till you need it.,. 
$11.95 


“ . . . The 
Power to 
Cloud 
Men’s Minds . . 

... or at least make an attacker change 
his mind!!! Stronger than mace; instantly 
and completely incapacitates one or a 
number of attackers. This non-lethal 
weapon will send a stream of protection 
into an attacker’s face, causing unbearable 
agony. You can escape unharmed. ■ 
$9.95 + $1.00 postage. 

SHADOW SYSTEMS 

P.O. BOX 28222 - ATLANTA, GA 30328 






THE GREATEST LOST 
WILDERNESS THRILL 
IS NOW YOURS - 

MANTRACKINC! 


MANTRACKING is the first book ever to teach you the ancient skill 
of tracking and signcutting. Famous frontiersmen of yesteryear 
dazzled the city slicker with this lost search tool, and now you can 
too! MANTRACKING carefully takes you through the unique Step- 
by-Step Method to trailing perfection and the greatest sense of 
satisfaction you’ve enjoyed in years. 120 pages, 36 Illustrations, 
softbound. 


Order now and save SI .00 Oft the regular price of Sfl.95 
Ma/f to. SEARCH & RESCUE MAGAZINE 
Box 153B, Montrose, CA 91020 


Send me_ 

copies of Man¬ 
tracking at the 
Special intro¬ 
ductory Price 
of $7.95 each. 


Nani0_ 
Street.. 
City — 


DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOMED 


AUGUST/81 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 87 






































Dealer Inquiries 


Key 



Protecs ion in ymjr | 
pocket Of purse. 
Wei^fis \ bAb jhen n 
one ounce. 

Macriir>ed from solid 
aiyminurp bar stobk. 
Av^ileble in 
Women's si^e (fits 
moss MMornsn) 

Men's Medium, 

Large (fits most 
mEnj and Exua La^ge 


Invited 


KARATE KEY, DEPT, 181E 
9.0. Box 21033 
Ft. Lauderdale, FLA 33335 


$6.95 ea. 


Pl us .50 for postage'and 
bandiipg. Two KARATE 
KEYS: £14.00 inc). 
pastage and handling. 


patrols around Camp Lejeune for a 
while, then started mark-ups for the 
NATO float to Norway — Operation 
Teamwork ’80. Then we were deployed 
for a three-month float to Norway. I 
got back in November. From then to 
December, we stood an inspector-gen¬ 
eral’s inspection; then Christmas leave 
again. After that, I took a detachment 
out to the Sierra Nevadas for a month 
of cold-weather training; then down 
here for special ops with the Navy. 

SOF: Is this typical? 

HOUSTON: Yes. 

SOF: Officers usually have a three- 
year tour in Recon and then they’re 
out? 


HOUSTON: Yes, although you might 
possibly come back for follow-on 
tours. It’s not the greatest thing for an 
officer’s career. For example, Capt. 
Nelson had done three tours in Recon. 
He’s been passed over for major and 
he wants to get out. [Editor’s note: 
Everyone with whom 1 spoke in the 
company agreed with Houston.] I 
can’t speak for the MC, but he’s about 
the finest commanding officer I’ve 
ever worked for. And he has to get out 
— not retirement, just separation — 
after 12 years in the Marine Corps, a 
Vietnam tour and a lot of hard work 
and dedication. 

SOF: How long do average enlisted 
guys spend in Recon? 


THE 



APPLEGATE-FAIRBAIRN 


AT $350 IT IS THE MOST EXPENSIVE FIGHTING KNIVE EVER 


In 1943. OSS Col. Applegate and British Capt. W. E. Fairbairne. two 
of the great close-combat experts of all time, came together to design 
the ultimate fighting knife, the successor to the classic Fairbairn-Sykes. 

Today, 34 years later, CoL Applegate has chosen the famous 
Yancey Custom Knife Works of Colorado to produce a limited 
number of these exquisite weapons. 

No compromise has been tolerated in the design and 
manufactuie of the Applegate-Fairbairn. For beauty 
for history, for sheer excellence the Applegate- 
Fairbairn. at $350, may be the most 
Intelligent investment you'll ever make. 

Combat Model; 154cm stainless, black 
Lexan® handle, with sheath. Dark 
parker-style finish or bright satin 
finish (pictured). $350. 

Presentation Model: 154 cm stainless, 
ivory Lexan® handle, with case. Mirror 
finish. $500 first 100 serial numbers. 


FREE 
INFORMATION 
PACKAGE! 


complete history and information 
on the Applegate-Fairbairn write to 
WELLS CREEK KNIFE AND GUN WORKS. 

Rt. 1. Box 228, Dept. H Scottsburg, OR.. 97473 or 
Call Toll Free (800) 824-7888, operator ff187, 

In CA. (800) 852-7777. 



MILITARY BERET. Wool 
felt upper with sweatband 
and a sturdy stiffener for 
rank and insignia. 

Sizes QVi-yVi, 

Black or S.F. Green 

S08-1002.$10.75 

Other official colors 
Maroon, blue, etc. 

S08-5001.$12.75 

Flashes and Ovals 
(red, white, etc.) 

S02-1157.$2.00 


ppd 


ppd 


ppd 



SINGLE KNIFE 
SCABBARD, Made of 
high quality nylon Olive 
Drab webbing. Covered 
with Velcro flap. Will 
accommodate pocket knife 
only. 

S07-1246.$4.00 ppd 


RAPPELLING {CRITICAL 
APPLICATION) ROPE. 
Excellent for rappelling 
& other uses. OD, 120' 
coil, genuine U.S. Army. 
First quality. 

S05-1142 . $52.50 ppd 



ns. C&TALBY STOBE, lie. 


Call (502) 351-1164 


40160 


GERMAN GRAVITY KNIFE. Quality 
knife made famous by German 
paratroopers. 8%"xy4". Includes 
314 " folding pick and olive drab lanyard. 
S07-1134.$36.75 ppd 


COMMANDO WALLET. Camouflage 
or olive drab nylon packcloth out¬ 
er shell. Tri-fold. 4 pockets Addit¬ 
ional large folding money pocket. 
Strong. Velcro closure, 5"x 9". 
Specify camouflage or olive drab. 
S06-1183.^.$8.50 ppd 



CAMOUFLAGED JOGGING SHORTS. 
USMC rip-stop poplin. Olive drab 
piping. Elastic waistband. 

Sizes XS-S-M-L-XL. 

S04-1095 .$8.50 ppd 


CAMOUFLAGED HIP HOLSTER. 
Genuine USMC rip-stop camouflage 
outer , calf skin liner. Fits a .45 
caliber and other large frame auto¬ 
matics. Will fit up to a 314" belt. 
S05-1232 ..$19.50 ppd 



TACTICAL WATCH BAND. Rugged 
1%" O.D. nylon webbing. Covers 
watch to reduce shine factor; pro¬ 
tects while in the field. Accepts 
civilian and military watches. Velcro 
fasteners. Send us your wrist meas- 
urments. Colors O.D., black, and 
navy. 

S05-1221 .$5.00 ppd 



RAIN WALLET. 

The "Jungle Wallet". 
Black, simulated elephant 
hide. Moisture resistant. 
8 "zip-locked" pockets. 
6"x 4". Made famous in 
Vietnam. 

S07-1222 .$7.50 ppd 


KA-BAR USMC FIGHTING 
KNIFE. Deep parkerized 
blade, guard, and pom¬ 
mel. Highly polished leat¬ 
her handle. "USMC" 
blade strikings. Made to 
exacting WWM combat 
specifications. Comes with 
leather sheath. 

S07-1231.$36.50 ppd 


MAP MEASURING 
DEVISE. Measures dis¬ 
tances on all types of 
maps. Traces route to be 
traveled. Pointer dial tells 
exact distance in proport¬ 
ion to the scale of the 
map. Magnetic compass 
on the back. Leather case 
included. 

S07-1310.$12.50 ppd 


EARPLUGS. Consists of 
one pair of government 
issue earplugs and one 
plastic carrying vial with 
screw-on top and chain 
for mounting to your belt 
or field jacket. 

New. Unused. 

S08-1023.$2.50 ppd 


WORLDWIDE Your complete store of HARD TO FIND military items. POSTPAID 
CATALOG SALES SEND $2.00 FOR A FULL COLOR, 164 PAGE CATALOG! TO U.S./APO/FPO 
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KNIVES 

ALL BELOW RETAIL 



RETAIL 

SALE 

Gerber Guard Ian* 

$41. 

$35. 

Gerber Mark r 

$47.50 

$40. 

Gerber Mark II 

$57.60 

$48. 

Kershaw Trooper* + 

$90. 

$70. 

Explorer Boot* 

$31. 

$25. 

Explorer Survival* 

$25. 

‘ $20. 

Ninja w/shoulder 
harness 

$49. 

$40. 

Moray w/shoulder 
harness 

$59. 

$50. 


*Comes with boot/belt clip sheath 
+ Comes in presentation case 
Shipping $1 per knife. Catalog $1. FREE with 
order to: PHMA 

P.O. Box 44153 
Brooklyn, Ohio 44144 


Type SCR SCRIBE 



For special dutyage-nts. couriers, and 


mroFeSsipnals who require inconspicuous 
^proteclion in situations when a low prpFrle 
is imperative. The 2 V 2 " delta blade is needle 
pointed, razor sharp, and securely housed 
*in a familiar ballpoint pen case adapted 
for quick twist separation bringing the unit 
ready for instant use. The SCf^lBE, is priced 
at $27.50. 



ARMAMENT SYSTEMS 
PRODUCTS, UNLTO. 

P.O. Box 18595-SOF; Atlanta, Ga. 30326 USA 




PARTICIPANT 


Our finest 
quality shirts 
Fast delivery, 
money back 
gaurantee. 

Only $7.95 
plus $1.25 
shipping, each. Send size (S, M. L. 
XL) two colors white & blue 



# 152 


K& L SHIRTS 
P. O, Box 9078-1 

16229 Victory Blvd.,Van Nuys^CA 91406 



Top to bottom: 


AH A completely deactivated 

repraduclinofi and for practice only 



WWII German Potato 
Masher $8.95 
Vietnam Qummy Buiiei'!^ 
B0nitj-BDu2ftvB IB.95 
Communist Grenade- 
serrated body $14.95 
Communist Grenade- 
smooth body $14.95 
TO ORDER: 

Send amount p4iK S^.iSO 
for shipping to; 

Ray’s Surplus. Inc. 
17620 26 Mile Road 
Washington. Ml 48094 


HOUSTON: A three-year tour, then 
something else. Then they will find 
their way back into Recon if they stay 
in and show desire to. Most all of our 
gunnies have been in Recon before. 
What they do is space it out with a tour 
in Recon, then a tour with the grunts, 
then a tour in the drill field, then a tour 
in Recon. 

SOF: Why? 

HOUSTON: There’s a trade-off. You 
lose touch with the rest of the MC. 
Let’s face it, we’re all one big jock-: 
strap. Everybody who isn’t in the in¬ 
fantry is there to support the infantry. 
We’re not an army unto ourselves. Ev¬ 
erybody in the MC, including pilots, 
truck drivers, tankers, amtracker eir- 
tillerymen and reconnaissance people 
“ we’re all just one big jockstrap. 
Even pilots serve with the ground 
forces — the MC is special in this. 
Pilots serve FMF tours where they’re 
flying; then they’ll serve tours with an 
infantry battalion as the forward air 
controller, being the battalion com¬ 
mander’s adviser on calling in air 
strikes and air support. The same with 
infantrymen and artillerymen through¬ 
out the MC. We can’t afford to be¬ 
come branch conscious because the 
MC’s a small unit. 

SOF: Do people want to get out rather 
than leave Recon? 

HOUSTON: As I said, there’s no such 
thing as a typical man. Some people 
came in primarily for the challenges 
that Recon offers, and other people 
came in to be career Marines. To be a 
career Marine, they buy the whole 
package. There are the good tours, and 
then there are the less-glamorous ones. 
I served a year doing lines-of-commu- 
nication analysis in a service support 
group. It didn’t do me any harm and it 
was good for the MC. It gave me a 
great deal of patience, even though 
there wasn’t a great deal of personal 
satisfaction. What I’m trying to avoid 
is building us up as Popski’s private eit- 
my, or a place wh^re someone can hide 
throughout his entire career. It’s not 
that way. We’re Marines first, and we 
all belong to the Commandant. 

—F.R. 


MILITARY & ASSAULT 
RIFLES 

H & K 91, H & K 93. AR-15, CAR-15. AR-180, M1A. 
AR.10, FN FAL, MINI-14 F.N., CAL MAC 10 
PISTOLS & CARBINES, COMPLETE LINE OF H & 
K, AR-15, MIA & MAC 10 ACC INSTROCK AT ALL 
TIMES. WEB GEAR. ALICE EQUIP., LRPRA- 
TIONS. SURVIVAL BOOKS & SURVIVAL EQUIP. 
RANDAL FIGHTING KNIVES 


S.H.O.T. 

SURVIVAL HOPE OF TOMORROW 
Div. Of Nimrod Industries 

CALL OR WRITE ABOUT YOUR NEEDS & WANTS 


(516) 294-9070 
117 Mineola Blvd: Mineola N.Y. 11501 


it 

FREEDOM 

TILL DEATH DO US PART 

★ ★★★★★ A A- 


rrsmcAixTHSU lit 

On brmd aw •priaf ntmlrg fall of tho arwoot 
idoM oBi word owyMoaioao om bom^r atlefcoro 
T.oldrto aad pooton. WHEN THEU X8 SOME* 
TKINC TO BE SAID. WE SAT XT. Smmi $3.00 
for tiM abowo vticfcor aad a fiwa eaUXof toi 


Caah, M.O. aid 
par. rhocira aesaftad. 

Wa apaolallaa Ib wb4 
olhara laara ort llll 



NAZI S-S Officer’s Belt Buckle 

Hand finished in fine silver plate (with fasteners modified to fit 
any 1%” belt). Only 
$13.00 postpaid. Our New 
224 page fully illustrated 
relic collectors catalog = 
$3.00 free with order. 
W.W. #2 Ltd. 

Box 2063 Dept. F 
St. Louis, MO 63158 



ARREST Violatorsjj 


Wearthe Badgeof a 


NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

. • Your spirit of adventure, danger, and .self 

reliance can lead you loan exciting career 
opportunity. Solve mysteries, bring crimi- 
nals to justice, protect the innocent 
Experts guide you every step of the way 
Men and women needed to work in chal 
lenging .situations, withstanding hard¬ 
ships, make on the spot deci.sions. Learn 
the latest investigative techniques using 
pecial law enforcement equip¬ 
ment...the same equipment used 
by the FBI. the CIA. and the 
Secret Service. Start your own 
investigative agency. Save up 
to2.5% and more on all equip¬ 
ment. Send for free details. 



Suneiliincs Equipmeni, 
Criminelow XiU, Badges, 
Brietcase lelepfionei, Leg 
’Holsters, Lockpick Guns, 
Bullet-Proof Vests, tnirared 
Might Scopes, Rappeliing 
Equipment—Plus Much, 



Equipment- 

Mueh More Approved by Calif. Dept, of Public Instruct. 

-THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training «>, 

I DEPT. SF108, P.O. Box 2469. Costa Mesa, CA. 92626 “ 

I Rush me your "Detecuve" Career Kit— I eociose |1.(X} | 

I KamB_Ag«_| 

I Addrest_I 

, Clty/Stata/Dp_ \ 


THE 

MX MILITARY EXCHANGE 

If lt*i military, MX is ftir you! MX is your monthly 
international action ad paper. Advertise your sales 
and needs, find your bargains. MX cxivers all military 
weapons, vehicles, equipment, supply. $6.00 for 12 
monthly issues, $10.00 for 24 aaonthly issues, $20.00 
yearly sirmailed overseas. FREE 20-word clastlfled ad 
(at our 9C per word rate) with subscription. Low ad¬ 
vertising rates. MX, THE MILITARY EXCHANGE, P.O. 
Box 3, Dept. SF, Torrlngton, CT. 06790. 


DEPENDABLE 

FINEST PISTOL , 

& RIFLE CLIPS — 

STEEL FABRICATED I A ^ 

Featuring Extended Clips lor many Pistols & 
Rifles New & 0)d Models 

SPORTING + SURVIVAL + NllllTARy 

r emington. Huger. Browning, TflT 1! ^ IT 
Marlin, Explorer and many morel 


i 

m " 


"ASK FOR OUR EXTENSIVE CUP LINE 
For answers to your questions, send self-iddressed 
stamped envelope. For UP DATED production price 
list, include 3 Bucks to cover our expenses. Will ig¬ 
nore inquiries without cover cost. For foreign mail, 
price is $3.75. 


D & E MAGAZINES MFG. 

P:0. Box 4579 "B ' 

Downty, 90241 USA 
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9 MM 

BROWNING 
FN High-power 
Holster ^9®® 

Plus 51.25 Psto-hdlg. 

Canadian surplus in unused con¬ 
dition. Will also fit the .45 auto, 
plus numerous other handguns. Has 
extra clip compartment and cover 
(lap with metal fastener. Comes with 
metal pistol belt hanger, plus belt loop. 

Made of heavy duty web canvas. Khaki color. 

We honor VISA and Master Charge cards. 

Write for FREE Catalog 

Dept. J-8 



P.O. Box 45095. Tulsa, Okla. 74145^ 


DON'T W 
YOUNl 

AIT TILL 
!ED NEI 

MICHEL O 

CUSTOM Kh 
(514)844-9898 2 

Montreal, Quebec 

YOUR DESK 

Canad 

Member. 

SEND *1.00 K 

UELLETTE 

4IFE MAKER 

1754 St-Dominiquc 

Canada H2W 1Z9 

5N OR MINE 

Uan Knife Makers Club 
in Knife Collectors Club 

>R BROCHURE 




DON’T WAIT! 

’‘TILL YOUR HOME 
1 IS ROBBED 



nansacKea, Your rrizeo -ros- 
sessions Gone, and even Loved 
Ones in Danger! Protect your Home 
with "AT YOUR PERIL" Decals on each 
window. Even if you do not have an Alarm system or gun the 
Burglar not knowing, will move on to an easier target. 

The Burglar's greatest fear is to trip an alarm and then face 
The Anwed Cttfaeen. So turn that power of fear to your advan- 
vantage. Order Now before it Happens to You. 

DECAL 3V>” DiAM. is Bone white on Jet Black sticks on in¬ 
side or outside of glass. 

4[)ecals*3.98*SaveI 8 For*5.98 





*‘19 WAYS TO PROTECT 
YOUR HOME FROM 
BURGLARY* 

Fast Delivary • Money Beck Guarantee • Clip Ad. 

T & G ENTERPRISES DEPT. 9824 

428 UNION AVE. PATERSON, NEW JERSEY 07502 


ADVENTURERS 
TELEPHONE AND 
TEST SET 



CONNECTS ANYWHERE ON LINE 
MONITORS AND TESTS, OR MAKES CALLS 
MADE OF RUQQEO, NON-REFLECTiVE BUCK RUBBER 

SCO Mih ShiDfirij i ihi. Ptaij 

Vw cash, HOwy DROfn 

ALSOAVA.UBLE: -- 

Green Plaatic Olel-ln-Hendset style Test Set 
Puslt-Tone amt Dial combined Teat Set 
Battery powered Field Pbonea 
Sound powered Field Phones 
Telephones and Books on Telephonaa 

CATALOG: $1.00 (U.S.) 

V l - Americ an” 

10B Fir* Lmw, N. Cap* NJ 48204 


BULLETIN 

BOARD 








by Bob Poos 


Continued from page 66 

anyone who might like to comment on 
the subject or has research material 
available. 

3 03RD 

BOMB GROUP ... 

The 303rd Bomb Group (H) Associa¬ 
tion is looking for WWII airmen who 
served with It in Molesworth, Eng¬ 
land, 1942-1945. 

The Association’s purpose is to 
assist in contacting former friends, 
receiving news of the 303rd reunions 
and maintaining the 303rd’s active 
status. 

Many former 303rders may not have 
heard of its reformation. Former 
members are asked to contact Jo¬ 
seph Vieira, 6400 Park Street, 
Hollywood, FL 33024, for further infor¬ 
mation. 

S IX-YEAR 
PLAN ... 

Army officials are contemplating a 
six-year-tour-of-duty enlistment. 

It is part of the Reagan administra¬ 
tion’s plan to hold down the stagger¬ 
ing costs of the all-volunteer Army. 
The theory is that, after a six-year 
hitch, only the best of soldiers would 
remain in the service, and those re¬ 
tained would become the sergeants 
needed to train and command young¬ 
er troops. 

Army hitches now are of three- or 
four-years’ duration. 

Pay would also be raised and free 
college education offered. Even with 
those additional costs, White House 
budget experts predict the Pentagon 
could save $10 billion to $15 billion a 
year. 

H onor roll 

OMISSIONS ... 

Dick Reich and Chuck Darnell of 
the Special Forces Assn, have dis¬ 
covered that certain Special Forces 
troopers killed in Southeast Asia are 
not eligible for the SF honor roll at 
Fort Bragg, N.C. Most of them were in 
Special Operations units in Laos or 
were working for the CIA in that coun¬ 
try. 

Darnell said a check with the Army 
revealed that regulations say a man 
had to be assigned to the 5th Special 
Forces Group to be eligible for the 
honor roll. Some men in SOG or sec¬ 
onded to the Agency were not tech¬ 
nically in the 5th. 

The Association plans to appoint a 
committee to look into the matter and 
come up with a resolution. 

C OMBAT PISTOL 
SCHOOL ... 

A new combat-pistol school is 
opening in Southern California, head- 




D.B.R ENGINEERING 
Full length captive recoil spring 
system for Colt Gov. Mod. and 
Colt Commander 


• IMPROVES FUNCTIONAL RELIABILITY 

• IMPROVES HANDLING 

• FASTER RECOVERY FROM RECOIL 

• REDUCES TORQUE 

• NO MODIFICATIONS REQUIRED 

Gov. Mod. 28.50 + I.OO handling 
CollCommonder 33.50 + I.OO handling 


Louisiana residents odd 5% sales tax 


All units have a unconditional money back guar. 


D.B.R Engineering 


7821 WILLOW St. 
N.0 .,Lq. 70M8 


The famous C.I.A. 

"Get out of jail free” card 

An exact reprint of the C.I.A. Covert Opera¬ 
tions I.D. card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) in 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era. 

. .Do not detain or question him! He is 
authorized to wear civilian clothing, carry 
unusual personal weapons, pass Into res¬ 
tricted areas, requisition equipment of all 
types .. 

“if he is killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc. .. printed in three colors! 

SOLD AS A WAR $5.00 

RELIC ONLY! guaranteed! ^ 

Devil’s Brigade 

Box 392 

Mt. Ida. Arkansas 71957 


BODY ARMOR 


Our body armor offers the 
wearer comfortable, incon¬ 
spicuous, lightweight pro¬ 
tection. It is so lightweight, 
cool and comfortable, you 
can wear it every day of the 
year. 

A must for Police Officers, 
Security Guards, etc. No one 
will ever suspect that you 
are wearing bpdy armor. 

We can also supply types 
11 A, 11 and 111. Brochure 
and price list $2.00 


Meets and exceeds NllfSCJ- 
STO 0101.01 Nov. 1977. for » SUPPLY CO. 

Type 1 Armor including Box 446, County Road 132 
backface deformation. Ovid, N.Y. 14521 




KINGSBERY STEEL GUN SAFES 

America’s Leading Mfgr. of Gun & Home Safes 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-531-7153 

Direct 
from 

Factory to 
Customer. 
Shown 
with 30 
guns and 
pistol 
board 
for 30 
pistols. 
Weight 
520 lbs. 
Price 

other Sizes Available $660 tO $895 
Call Toll Free or write for Brochure 
Texas Residents Call 512-374-3473 
KINGSBERY MFC. CORP. 

Crystal City, Texas 78839 
Dun & Bradstreet No. 00-812-9769 
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Our latest catalog and reference manual is here. Sixty 
8 V 2 " X 11 " photo-illustrated pages of U.S; Military clothing, 
equipment, and camping/survival goods. The finest 
publication of its type in the industry. Same-day no-hassfe 
sendee, world-wide shipping, and NO JUNK. Nothing more 
needs to be said. S1.00 postpaid. 

Southeastern Surplus, Inc. 

7228-A Highway 85 Riverdale. GA 30274 



By Stephen K. Hayes; 145 pgs. — 
over 100 photographs — $9.50. 

‘'Ninja Combat System” — 

Basic Training Overview 
By Stephen K. Hayes — $6.50. 

NINJA SUPPLY SYSTEMS 

P.O. BOX 2S222 ATUNTA, GA 30328 



MACHINE GUNS 
AND SUBMACHINE GUNS 


THOMPSONS. SCHMEISSERS 
STENS. B.A.R.s, M-16s, MG-34s & .42s 
LEWIS GUNS, MAXIMS, WINCHESTERS, 
COLTS. SPANDAUS, AND MANY OTHERS. 
-LIVE OR DEWAT—ALL FEDERALLY 
REGISTERED AND TRANSFERABLE. 
SEND S5.00 FOR LARGE PHOTO-ILLUSTRATED 
BROCHURE OF GUNS. PRICES. LAWS. AND 
FACTS OF INTEREST; 


J. CURTIS EARL 

5S12 NORTH SIXTH ST., PHOENIX AZ 85012 


GUARD 
AND 
ATTACK 
TRAINING 

Train your K-! 
aggressively, to guard and 
attack on your command. 

This 8-track tape and picture 
manual give you the profes¬ 
sional training techniques to 
make your dog a Man 
Stopper Don’t waste your 
dog by leaving him untrained. 

Just send check or money order 
for $16.95 to: 

B & M Enterprises, P.O. Box 3303A 
Parkersburg, West Virginia 26101 



ed by international competitors 
Mickey Fowler and Mike Dalton. It is 
called International Shootists Inc. 
(ISI). 

ISI is dedicated to the art of pistol- 
craft taught in a simplified manner. 
All levels of shooters, from those who 
have never fired a handgun to combat 
competitors, are invited to enroll in 
classes which are now forming. 

Students will be taught by interna¬ 
tional competitors on the range as 
well as in the classroom. 

For further information on the 
school, inquiries may be sent to 
Mickey Fowler or Mike Dalton, Inter¬ 
national Shootists Inc., Dept. SOF, 
P.O. Box 5254, Mission Hills, CA 
91345. 

T eaching ivan 

MANNERS ... 


American defense planners would 
do well to heed the advice of a retired 
British Royal Navy admiral on how to 
deal with the Russians — at least on 
the high seas. 

Sir Raymond Lygo, one-time cap¬ 
tain of the British carrier, Ark Royal, 
says, “The Soviets will always put a 
toe on the line you draw and then take 
one step over it.” 

While he was skipper of the Ark 
Royal, the carrier was being harassed 
by Russian spy trawlers cutting 
across the big ship’s bow, despite 
repeated rules-of-the-road warnings. 

Finally Lygo said, “Oh, the hell with 
it,” and ran one of them down. 

The screeches from Moscow were 
furious and diplomats scurried about 
London. 

But Russian trawlers never badg¬ 
ered Ark Royal again. 


W HERE 

ARE YOU? ... 

Reader Eric C. Sanders would like 
to hear from anyone who served with 
him In Vietnam. He was in the recon 
platoon of HHC, 502nd Airborne In¬ 
fantry, First Brigade, 101st Airborne 
Division. 

He may be reached by writing to 
him at 819 Washington St., Brook- 
haven, MS 39601. 




NAZI-Coilectors M-43 Style 
Black S-S Caps. Only $15.00 
Postpaid. Order your size 
NOW. Our 224 page fully il¬ 
lustrated catalog only $3.00(free 
with order). 


Over 40,000 Items in Stock 


VV.W. #2 Ltd. (F) Box «2«63 
St. Louis. MO. 63158 


PERSONAL SAFETY, INC. 

KEN HACKATHORN and ANDY 
LANGLEY are teaching courses in 
Personal Safety at the Chapman Range in 
Columbia, Missouri. 

For information send a stamped self- 
addressed envelope to Personal Safety. 

Inc.. P.O. Box 7035, Columbia. Missouri 
65201. 


SUPPORT 

SOF 


ADVERTISERS 




Tltem„;“ "= 1 

.'-kTALOQS 

(yunner s Irireelory 

35 CATEGORIES ^ 3000 LISTINGS 

5 Lf^sHANDiVVSEZ5E©mEi 

Ilv -JRTERS i;.;: 

' ; if; - : r, 

■ ■ k- Ti'-'-MS - r’' r- :Ei 

i£sACCE;SS DIRECTORtES 
-J,. P.Q. BOX 48444 

“^DORAVtLLE, GA 30362 



V »»»o / 

S.W.A.T. SLING 

AVAILABLE FOR SHOTGUNS AND RIFLCS. 

SPECIFICATIONS: 

tv NVLON WiaaiNG 

18 ILAITIC tHILL LOOM 

FULLY AOJUtTAtLE LKNQTH, WITH 00 SWIVELS U4 U 

' FOR IV (MILITARTI SWIVELS H 

FOR 1" (COUMERCIALI SWIVELS lit II 

MATCHINO M RD SANOOLEf R la&M 

1 RD. SUTTSTOCK AMMO CAWRIER 111.00 

SpttlTf tMmt {tit tr OD I tn* irnUttr »r 
futf <nCIUO( t) K 

t tfttt COO 

iATiMACTION OR RirUMO 

COBRA DEFENSE ACCESSORIES, LTD. 

F. 0. aoi 30035 • Mtdwvtl CHy. OkiahOma 73110 


Randall and Custom Knives 

For survival, fighting and general use. 
Large selection for Immediate delivery. 
Satisfaction guaranteed by our return 
policy. Complete coupon and send $3 for 
glossy color photos and detailed list. 

NORDIC KNIVES 

1634C-4 COPENHAGEN DRIVE 

SOLVANG, CA. 93463 1 

RUSH Photos and List to: 

Name 

Addresfi 

City State 

□ $3 enclosed. zip ' 
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PRICE INCREASES - Efftctivt Jun« IS, 1981 (Octob«r 
1981 Issue): $1.00 per word per Insertion — $20.00 
minimum. Personals 50$ per word — $10.00 minimum. 
CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — 75$ per word per Inser 
lion — $15.00 minimum. Personals are 25$ per word, 
$5.00 minimum. Copy must be accompanied by remit* 
tance. Insertion will not be made without payment. In¬ 
clude name and address In counting numtMr of words. 
FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 - 3 words; Boulder. Col¬ 
orado = 2 words; 86308 * 1 word. Abbreviations such 
as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. Hy¬ 
phenated words are counted as two words All ads MUST 
be received by the 15th of the fourth month preceding 
cover date (Oct. Issue: copy deadline ~ 6/15/81; on-sale 
date — 8/27/81). We reserve the right to delete or change 
any copy which we determine to be objectionable. 
Please type or print all ads. We do not furnish proofs. 
Readers of classified advertising are advised that SOF 
magazine does not have the ability to verify validity of 
every advertisement contained herein. SHOULD ANY 
READER HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SER¬ 
VICES OFFERED BY A CLASSIFIED ADVERTISER. HE 
SHOULD SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST 
POSTAL INSPECTOR. Mail to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
Classified, P.O. Box 893, Boulder, CO 80306. 


QUNS AVAILABLE AT WHOLESALE AND MANUFAC¬ 
TURERS’ PRICES. Confidential Suppliers List $5.00. Hor- 
ton, Box 06332SF. Milwaukee, Wl 53206. (46)_ 

FOR SALE: Genuine United States armed forces surplus 
clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival 
gear, first aid packets, etc. Send $1.00 for our latest 
catalog to Steve J. Pedergnana, Jr., 1034 So. Claremont, 
Chicago. IL 60612. (46) 

CANNON AND HOBBY FUSE, 3/32" diameter, water¬ 
proof. 10 feet $1.00 — 34 feet $3.00 — 58 feet $5.00 
postpaid. Other goodies. Catalog 25c. Zeller Enterprises, 
Drawer W-2X. Wickenburg, AZ 85358. (49)_ 

LEMERCENAIREI Monthly newsletter for professionals. 
Hard intelligence on Terrorism, Communist subversion, 
Mercenary activities. Sample $1.00 or $10.00 per year. 
$13.00 overseas. 540 Charles St., Aurora, IL 60506. (51) 

AIRBORNE/ELITE BOOKS AND UNIT HISTORIES our 
specialty. Free List. The Battery Book Shop, P.O. Box 
3107H. Nashville, TN 37219. (46) 

TATTOOING SUPPLIES: World's finest tattooing equip¬ 
ment. Over twenty years of reliability. Designs, inks, 
needles, machines, tattoo books, everything for the Tat- 
toolst. Buy where the professionals buy. 76 page color 
catalog $3.00. Spaulding & Rogers Mfg., Dept. SF, Voor- 
heesvKIe, NY 12186. (46)_ 

FIND OUT WHAT the liberal media won't tell you! Be up- 
to-date on national and International events. Subscribe 
to the Dally News Digest for the stories that don’t come 
out of Washington and New York. To obtain this weekly 
digest of Information, send $19 for a S-week trial 
subscription. A one-year subscription costs $150, or six 
months for $80. Send to Box 39027 — SOF, Phoenix, AZ 
85069, or call 1-800-526-0559. (TO)_ 

WWII GERMAN WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, 
swords, helmets, flags, uniforms, everything! Illustrated 
catalog $10 bill (refundable). Disco, Box 331-X, Cedar- 
burg, Wl 53012. (47)_ 

WWII GERMAN NEWSREELS, Kriegsmarine films, rare 
Third Reich features. Allied documentaries. Contem¬ 
porary Soviet army films on video cassettes. Send stamp 
for free illustrated brochure. International Historic 
Films, P.O. Box 29035, Chicago, IL 60629. (49) 

CAMOUFLAGE WALLET SURPLUS — send $5.95 plus 
509 postage to: Clandestine Operation, Inc., P.O. Box 
70465, Ft. Bragg, NC 28307. Money back guarantee. 

LETTERS REMAILED CONFIDENTIALLY - $1.00 for 
complete details on remaiting sen^tce for business or 
personal use. Send SASE to: OFFICIAL REMAIL SER¬ 
VICE, Box 126b, Buffalo, NY 14223. (52) 


HANDCUFFS — Smith and Wesson $22.50 pair. Two 
$38.00; Leg Irons $29.50 set. G. NORAMACO, Box 
30243-SF, St. Paul. MN 55175. (57) 


KOREAN KARATE Training manuals and beautiful cer¬ 
tificates. Send SASE to: M.M.A., Box 381, Dept. SOF, 
Westminister, CA 92683. (48)_ 

PHOTO ID CARDS. New designs. All fifty states. Im¬ 
pressive, full-color. Carry legally, Guaranteed. Applica¬ 
tions 25*. EDEN, Box B410-D, Fountain Valley. CA 92708. 
(57) ■ 


NINJA — wear the ancient calligraphy symbol of this 
legendary band of warriors and assassins on a circular 
silver metal pendant complete with chain. Send $8.50 to 
Ninja, P.O. Box 28222, Atlanta. GA 30328. 

PARACHUTIST AND ELITE INSIGNIA. Worldwide Photo- 
lllustrated Catalog $3.00. Fox Military Equipment Co., 16 
W. 331 Jackson St., HImsdaie, IL 60521. (48) 

ADVENTURERS — clandestine and concealed weapons 
systems, leather goods, survival aids, knives, conceal¬ 
ment gear, ninja equipment, MAC/COBRAY/SION ICS 
goods for your profession or hobby. Send $2.00 (refund¬ 
able) to; ASP, P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

GODZILLA’S DENTAL FLOSS - could be ... but it’s 
better used as a garotte. Two steel loops connected by 
steel cable — guaranteed to turn heads. $10.00 each or 
3/$25.00 from; ASP, P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

NINJA SUPPLY CATALOG night suits, ctimbirfg claws, 
foot spikes, calthrops, blowguns, reference 
material,shuriken, manriki and other difficult to locate 
equipment for the "invisible assassin." Send $1.00 to 
Ninja, P.O. Box 28222, Atlanta, GA 30328. 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS, your design, tow 
minimum. Identify, promote reward with emblems. Free 
booklet. Emblems, Dept. 133, Littleton, NH 03561. (48) 

REGULATION INSIGNIAS — All military branches -i- 
poilce, ail genuine. Over 700 Items including rank, ser¬ 
vice wings, badges, miniature medals, NASA patches. 
Catalog $1.(X) (refundable). Kaufman's, Dept. A-59, 504 
Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTION CATALOG — flight jack- 
ets, field jackets, cloth, caps, berets, insignia, more. 
Genuine Gl. $1.00 (refundable with order). Kaufman's, 
Dept. A-29, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

SPECIAL FORCES COINS 11th, 20th at $5.00, 5th, 7th, 
10th, 19th at $7.00. Add $1.25 per order postage. Checks, 
VISA, Mastercharge. Phillips Military, West Montlcello, 
Brookhaven, MS 39601. (48) 

SCENARIOS FOR SALE. Tell us; what, when, where; we 
determine method, man power, ordnance, finances nec¬ 
essary. For details write: C.S. Enterprises, P.O. Box 415, 
Dept. J, Hartselle, AL 35640. (46) 

MILITARY MEDALS A DECORATIONS Bought/Sold/ 
Traded. Current list 509: Subscription 6 issues $2.50. 
Vernon, Box 387SF,, Baldwin, NY 11510. (54) 

SILENT, LIKE A WHISPER ON THE WIND — The 

blowgun ... an exotic weapon from the past for the 
adventurer of today. Substantial aluminum tube, custom 
shaped mouthpiece and precision engineered projec¬ 
tiles. The complete system $18.50 postpaid from 
Shadow Systems, P.O. Box 28222, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

COURIER, Bodyguard, executive protection. Experienc¬ 
ed, anonymous, discreet & effective. WM, 5’10", 165 lbs., 
expert karate, kendo, laldo, knife, small arms. Excellent 
legitimate cover. David Westman, P.O. Box 3172, Bei- 
llngham, WA 98227. (48)_ 

BUGGING. PHONE PHREAKING: Preassembled/Project 
Kits complete with all needed component accessories, 
easy to follow Instructions, Much Morel Send $1.00 for 
most fascinating catalogue of 'Confidential' electronic 
devices available anywhere! T.O.N.T.I. Systems, 537 
Jones, No. 8816, San Francisco, CA 94102. (49) 

COVER DOCUMENTATION MATERIALS. Alternate iden- 
titles, law enforcement type IDs, badges. List $2 (refund¬ 
able). C.W.L., Box 3230, Pasadena, CA 91103. (50) 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $1.00 for Illustrated police 
catalog. B-Pec, Dept. SF 161, 9889 Alondra, Bellflower, 
CA 90706. (52) 

BRASS KNUCKLES PAPERWEIGHT - just like the ones 
you lost way back when ... but these are aluminum. 
Why carry the extra weight? $6,00 each or 3/$15.00 to: 
ASP, P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 30326._ 

IS SOMEONE LISTENING TO YOUR PHONE CONVER¬ 
SATIONS? Telephone eavesdropping indicator $100.00, 
pocket bug detector $45.00, automatic phone recorder 
$125.00, FM telephone wireless transmitter $100.00, 
long-range wireless mikes $45.00 to $150.00, bumper 
beeper set $600.00, sound activated recorder $150.00, 
special listening devices from $50.00, automatic re¬ 
corder switches $40.00, new 1981 catalog $2.00. Wynn 
Engineering Company, 6800 Hammerly, Suite 509, Hous¬ 
ton, TX 77080. COD Hot Line (713) 464-8170. (49) 

COURIER, DRIVER AND DELIVERY SERVICE, may I help 
you? "Checker," P.O. Box 126, Buffalo, NY 14223. (46) 


LIVE RECORDINGS! Special Forces Recon Team res¬ 
cued under fire during the Vietnam war. Five different 
rescues on ninety minute cassette, $10.00, R.J.R., Rt. 3, 
Box 2536, Magnolia. TX 77355. (47)_ 

SPECIAL SERVICES: mercenary, armed couriers, ex¬ 
ecutive bodyguards, salvage operations, commando 
raids, any high risk mission possible. Professionais 
ready to serve you. Contact: PAINTER, 3027 Ruth Street, 
Rockford, IL 61103. (48) 

THROWING KNIFE SPECIAL! "Pro Thro" throwing knife 
with perfect balance. 10” overall, stainless steel blade 
and rosewood handles. Sheath Included $7.95-7V%" 
overall "Pro Thro" $8.95 or both for $12.95.3 piece knife 
set, each 7” overall with sheath $5.95. Malayan throwing 
knife, 10" overall with Instructions $2.95.24 page profes¬ 
sional knife throwing book $1,95. Please Include $1.50 
postage and handling. Duffy Enterprises, P.O. Box 102, 
Bayvilie, NJ 08721. (46) 

MILITARY MEDALS and decorations bought/sold/trad¬ 
ed. Current list 509; subscription 1 year $4.50. Vernon, 
Box 3e7SF, Baldwin, NY 11510. (57)_ 

ARMY RADIOS: Genuine Gl main infantry units from 
Korea to Nam. RT-70 portable transceiver, 47-58 MHz 
FM, with handset: $37.50 apiece, $67.50/pair. Backpack 
radios, less accessories: PRC-9, 27-39 MHz FM, $47.50 
apiece; mint/unused; PRC-10, 38-54 MHz FM, $27.50 
apiece, $52.50 a pair. PRC-6 Walkie-Talkies, 47-54 MHz 
FM, $32.50/pair. Above units checked for operation; 
45-day replacement guarantee. Collectors Special: elec 
tronicaliy complete, repairable units, less accessories: 
PRC-10 $12.50 apiece, 3/$33.50; PRC-6 $7.50 apiece, 
5/$27.50. Please add $6.00 shipping-handling to total. All 
units come with complete schematic, commercial bat¬ 
tery and accessory information. Stephens-Militronlcs, 
Dept. SOF, Box 591, Sandusky, OH 44870. (46) 

BULLETPROOF VESTS. Lightweight, concealable, ex- 
cellent stopping power. Priced from $85.00. Ballistic 
material sample: $3.00. CWS, 698-A Lanaklia, Pearl City, 
HI 96782. (54) 


TOUGH, EX-MARINE SERGEANT wants to Join private 
Thailand bound army. Passport and 782 gear. T.M.C., 
P.O. Box 20553, West Valley City, UT 84120. (46) 

BOOKS ON WWII. KOREA, VIETNAM. Also on mercen- 
arles, CIA maps and war movies. For more Information 
send SASE to: ELITE BOOKSTORE, 3700 2eth Street, 
Lot182, Dept. SF, Sioux City, lA 51105. (47)_ 

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL IN¬ 
VESTIGATORS — An organization dedicated to those 
employed, interested, or a student in the field of in¬ 
vestigations. For membership Information write to: 
ASPI, Box 41446-A, Chicago, IL 60641. (46) 

VIDEOPHOTOGRAPHERS: Will go anywhere, tape 
anything. Contact BATS, 933 Central Avenue, Alameda, 
CA 94501. (47) 

SOF CONVENTION VIDEOTAPE: A two-hour tape of the 
Columbia convention; speeches, shootings, Inten/iews, 
banquet, awards. $24.95 plus $2.00 postage to: BATS, 
933 Central Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501. (47) 

THE COMMANDO CROSSBOW, the ultimate silent and 
accurate killer. For Commando, S.W.A.T. or sun/lval 
poaching. For Cat. send $1.00 to : R.W. DIst., P.O. Box 
1817, Des Plaines, IL 60018. (46) 

SPECIAL FORCES CREST; $3.00. Parachutists Badge — 
$2.50; 101st or B2nd Airborne Crest — $3.00; patches — 
$1.50. Catalog over 700 items — $1.00. All genuine. Add 
509 shipping each Insignia. Kaufman's, Dept. A-49, 504 
Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

EXPERIENCE all the enjoyment of WW2 miniatures war- 
gamlngl $1.50 brings you a descriptive brochure, price 
list and your own, personal (miniature) tanki Write CSS, 
2211-16th Street, San Francisco, CA 94107. (46) 

CAMOUFLAGE CLOTH GENUINE GL Manufactured for 
military combat clothing. USMC/Vietnam leaf pattern or 
U.S. military's newest Woodland pattern. Free swatches, 
details, price list. Send stamped envelope. Kaufman’s, 
Dept. A-69, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

RHODESIAN RIDGEBACK DOGSA/Vild Pig Hunting. 
Large breed A.K.C. pups, occasionally available for ship¬ 
ment to mainland (as seen in SOF Jan. ’81). Pig hunts 
Island style, knife & dogs. MacMurray, P.O. Box 711, 
Pahala, HI 96777. (46) 

MINI-14 MILITARY MODEL with 3-shot burst-fire, detail¬ 
ed comparison report with drawings, $3. ATOMS, Box 
582, Buena ParV,-CA 90261. (46) 
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ALASKA HOMESTEADS $1.25/acre! Canadian Land 
$1.00/acre I Repossessed homes $1.00 plus repairs! 
Each report $2.00. Ali $5.00. Homestead, P.O. Box 
5741-SOF, Yuma, AZ 85364. (47)_ 

AMMO: .223 FMJ Military typo. Clean, high quality. 1000 
rds., $145; 500 rds. $75; Prepaid. Orig. 48. 50,000 rds. on 
hand at ail times for immediate delivery. Quantity prices 
avaitab/e; Garvey Enterprises, Dept. XO, 2301 Westridge, 
Plano. TX 75075. (49) 

FREE GERMAN WWII RELIC — Free original German 
WWII rellcl When ordering catalog of pre-1945 German 
flags, uniforms, daggers, weapons. New finds! Il¬ 
lustrated catalog, only $10.00. MILITARIA, Box 21-DN, 
Grandy, MN 55029. (47) 

ELECTRONIC DETONATION, wiretapping, bugging, 
counter-measure techniques, timers, remote control, ex¬ 
otic alarm systems and more. Send $2.00 for our fascina¬ 
ting catalog of educational materials. Alternative Tech- 
nologles, P.O. Box 4066, Dearborn, Ml 48126. (46) 

FIREARMS HOMEMADE. Easy! From hardware store 
materials. Plans $2.00. Also survival newsletter, books. 
Real World, Box 335, Branson, MO 65616. (46)_ 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as 
$5 a month. Not a box number but your own address and 
suite number. Also available — phone number, remail¬ 
ing, mail forwarding and more. For information enclose a 
stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria, Phoe¬ 
nix, AZ 85029. (802) 993-7534. (47) 

HANDCUFFS! $13.50 pair postpaid; two $25.00. 
Lightweight double-lock handcuffs that compare to 
$24.95 handcuffs. Cold rolled steel, chrome plated, two 
keys. Best Sports Supplier, Box 492-SF, Hazelwood, MO 
63042. (47) 

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF MERCENARIES 
invites you to join us now. Are you seeking a life of ad¬ 
venture? Register with other brothers of adventure 
worldwide. For free information and application form, 
send self-addressed stamped envelope to: I.B.O.M., P.O. 
Box 5f, Richboro, PA 18954. (47) 

NEVER BEFORE IN PRINT! KUNG FU — can your Chi be 
felt 25 feet away? “KUAN SHU: The Ancient Taoist Box¬ 
ing” shows how it can be done. Taoist internal Kung Fu; 
no meditation or breathing exercises. $8.95 each. Shan- 
nach, Dept. 7, 432 South 51 West Avenue. Tulsa, OK 
74127. (50)_ 

MONOGRAPHS — an extension of the book “Juan 
Shu.” Each Monograph takes a certain aspect of the 
basic study and gives more data and exercises to ex¬ 
pand your training. #1 “CHI,” #2 “STANDING,” #3 USE 
OF CHI TO DEVELOP PUNCHING,” #4 "FORM,” #5 
“THE CLOSED FIST,” #6 “FORM AND NO-FORM,” $2.50 
each or full set of 6 only $12.00. Shannach, Dept. 7, 432 
South 51 West Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74127. (50) 

MONOGRAPHS (second set) gives still more data and 
exercises on JUAN SHU. #7 “BASICS OF KICKING,” #8 
“BLINDFOLDED,” #9 “INCH PUNCH,” #10 “ART OF IN¬ 
VISIBILITY,” #11 “LAMA PALM," #12 “WEIGHT LIFTING 
METHODS OF THE BOXERS OF INDIA." $3.00 each or 
full set of 8 only $15.00. Shannach, Dept. 7,432 South 51 
West Avenue, Tulsa. OK 74127. (50) 

THREE NEW BOOKLETS: “STANDING CHI KUNG OF 
KUAN SHU” — illustrations of all eight standing posi¬ 
tions, plus some long awaited data on how Ninja used 
the elements to aid them. $5.85 each. “WALKING” — 
the use of water, fire, etc. to aid you. $4.85 each. 
“PRONE CHI KUNG OF KUAN SHU” — more value for 
time spent than any other form of exercise I’ve ever 
seen. $5.25 each. Send money order to Shannach, Dept. 
7, 432 South 51 West Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74127. (50) 

KNIFE FIGHTERS-^’CORSICAN STEEL” — complete 
manual of exercises for the knife fighters. Tips and tech¬ 
niques of Marseille street fighters for knife work. $8.95 
each. Shannach, Dept. 7, 432 South 51 West Avenue, 
Tulsa, OK 74127. (50)_ 

TEAM FOR HIRE. Available for rescue, courier, 
clandestine Investigations and bodyguard. No assas¬ 
sinations. Contact Tom, P.O. Box 234, Cosmos, MN 
56228.(47)__ 

COLLECTOR'S MILITARY INSIGNIA AT BARGAIN 
PRICES. One year lists $3.00. THE INSIGNIA BULLETIN, 
P.O. Box 192, Hinsdale, IL 60521. (47) 

RREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price list, send $1.00 to ACE 
FIREWORKS, P.O. Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 
44030. (56)_ 

OFFICIAL CIA MAPS. Originals, not copies. Name coun¬ 
tries wanted. Send $5.00. Quantel, P.O. Box 28145, 
Washington, D.C. 20005. (46) 

SURVIVE A NUCLEAR DISASTER! We provide a full line 
of radiation detection equipment for detecting fallout or 
radiation. Avoid contamination easily. Full nuclear sur¬ 
vival instructions and map of blast areas also available. 
Write for free Information. NUCLEAR EMERGENCY SER¬ 
VICES, Dept. SF-3, P.O. Box 25101, Portland, OR 97225. 

m _ 

FOOD STORAGE —15 years shelf life. Prompt shipment 
nationwide. Free catalog. Long Life Survival Food Pro¬ 
ducts, Inc., 1123 SF Plnehurst Road, Dunedin, FL 33528. 

m _ 

BEAT OPECI Make your own gasohol with legal still! 
Send $1.00 for guaranteed double refundable offer! Re¬ 
search, Drawer AF, University, AL 35486. (46) 


SPECIAL SERVICES — Vietnam Vet available for armed 
courier, bodyguard, escort, or other short-term contract 
work if price is right. Work alone or with partner. We are 
welt trained In security and small arms. Can do the job 
right. SAM, P.O. Box 79, Washington, MO 63090. (46) 

JEEPS, CARS, TRUCKS available through government 
agencies, many sell for under $200.00. Cali (602) 
941-8014 Ext. 1330 for your directory on how to pur¬ 
chase. 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR'S BASIC MANUAL Profes- 
slonal textbook for investigative personnel. Contains 
basic information necessary to conduct Investigations 
with reasonable professional efficiency. Hardbound 185 
pages $20.00 to: Dallas Associates, 426 Marlin, Royal 
Oak, Ml 48067. (47)_ 

ATTENTION I Survlvaf School, learn survival skills, 
weapons, hand-to-hand combat, bartering, first aid and 
many other survival skills. Write for Information and 
send to ARMAGEDDON SURVIVAL SCHOOL, 1570 Jas¬ 
mine Way, Morgan Hill, CA 95037. (47) 

SAVE AMERICA FROM COMMUNISM - Two year study 
shows how “Red Rules for Revolution” are working in 
America. Rejected by eleven book publishers, now 
author-published at last. The real enemy exposed! 
$10.00. Herman Publishing, 15736 Lorain, Cleveland, OH 
44111. (47) 

EX-INTELLIGENCE TYPE wants high risk, cash only con¬ 
tracts. Will do anything In the U.S. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Courier also. Sgt. T. 5120 Meadow Creek 
Drive, Austin. TX 78750, or call (512) 442-0618. (46) 
SURVIVAL IS POSSIBLE. Learn how to build a bomb 
shelter & prepare for a nuclear disaster. Send $4.95 to 
Mountain Survival Co., Box 138, Halifax, PA 17032 for 
complete Illustrated Info books. (47)_ 

WILL YOU AND YOUR FAMILY SURVIVE THE BAD 
TIMES AHEAD? Send for our survival instructions and 
check list plus catalog of valuable survival books. A 
$7.95 value for only $3.95. Send to J.H. McCulley, P.O. 
Box 557, Dept. SOF, Waterford Works, NJ 08089. (47) 

APOCALYPSE NOI Street-Retreat Survival Guide. 
Honest, no-nonsense answers for turbulent 1980s. $5.95 
postpaid. Melno Press, Box 886, Van, TX 75790. (48) 
ASSISTANCE IN OBTAINING TITLES OF NOBILITY, 
Military Rank and Decorations. Results guaranteed. Con¬ 
tact: Captain Kerrigan Scott, Rt. 2, Box 94, Amherst, VA 
24521._ 

ATTACK? RIOT? NATURAL CATASTROPHE? A Survival 
Pax could make the difference. Compact, lightweight 
and ready when you are. Create your own to fit your fami- 
iy size. Have one with you at all times. Complete instruc¬ 
tions — SASE + $2.00. Survival Pax Company, P.O. Box 
537, Lake Orion, Ml 48035. 

COURIER, DRIVER, ESCORT. Canadian resident, Ger¬ 
man passport. Speak English, German, Spanish. Will 
travel. Romulus & Remus, Box 28, Petersburg, Ontario, 
Canada. (47) 

PATTON, ROMMEL. Authentic 8x10 photographs. Also 
MacArthur, VonRundstedt, Lee, Jackson, Custer. $2.95 
ea. ppd. 3 or more $1.95 ea. ppd. Mar-Star, 718 E. Liberty 
Drive, Wheaton, IL 60187. 

SWASTIKA FLAG 3’x5' $29.50. Free list of records, 
medals, books, etc. Send SASE: NSDAPAO, Box 
6414-SF, Lincoln, NE 68506. 

POSTERS WWI & II, 20x30, from England. Sample 
photos 50$. Biggin Hill Pub., P.O. Box 766-SF, Freeport, 
NY 11520. (47) 

NEED WEAPONS? BECOME GUN DEALER AT HOMEl 
Eliminate the MIDDLE-MAN 1 New Gun Dealers instruc¬ 
tion Course, 23 Chapters, all application forms, $4.95; 
Federal Laws. $2.00; Your State Laws, $2.00; Directory 
500 Wholesalers, $3.50; Class 03 License Manual, 
Forms, $3.00; Dealer Record Books: Firearms or Ammo, 
$4.95; Obtain Concealed Gun Permits, $2.00; Catalog 
$1.00. VISA/MASTER CARD Accepted. Reddick, 1821-H 
Bacon, San Diego, CA 92107. 

PARTICIPANT SOUTHEAST ASIA WARQAMES, 2nd 
Place. Embroidered Patch, 5” diameter, 7 color $6.50. 
A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

U.S. LEAF CAMMO HANDKERCHIEF/BANDANNAS, 
$2.50; 3 for $6.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

U.S. SPECIAL FORCES BERETS. Current issue with 
Flash & Crest, $17.00. A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, 
CO 80221, MCA/ISA. 

U.S. LEAF CAMMO T-SHIRTS, top quality, $6.00. A.H.A.. 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

U.S. LEAF CAMMO JOGGING SHORTS, 100% cotton, 
$7.00; 3 for $18.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

HAND GRENADES, U.S. Mk, Pineapple grenades w/mov- 
ing parts. NO explosives, $7.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver. CO 80221. 

ARMY CAMMO CAPS. One size fits ail. Top quality. 
$4.75. A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 


MARINE CAMMO CAPS, Sm-XLg., $4.75. A.H.A., Box 
21806, Denver, CO 60221. 

BERETS. BERETS. AMERICA’S LARGEST DEALER. 
82nd Airborne Maroon Berets, $15.00; U.S. Camouflage 
Beret, $16.00; U.S. Ranger Black Beret, $15.00; Wild 
Geese Enlisted Beret with Insignia, $17.00; Wild Geese 
Officer’s Beret with Insignia, $21.00. A.H.A., P.O. Box 
21606, Denver. CO 80221. MC & VISA Accepted! 


U.S. ARMY CAMOUFLAGE FATIGUES, current Issue 
New Fatigues Shirts sizes Sm-XLg., Pants 28”-40” waist. 
$35.00 per shirt. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver. CO 80221. 
MC & VISA. 


GOVERNMENT SURPLUS radiation survey meter. A 
must for any survivallst. Nationally advertised In survival 
catalogs for $89.95. We now offer this unit for $69.95 or 
send $1.00 for complete catalog. Refundable with first 
order. B&Z Sales, Dept. 1, Box 401, York, PA 17405. 

SMOKE BOMBS. Professional. No duds or surplus, 
100% fresh, guaranteed. Gigantic 8,000 cubic ft., $35 
dozen. Howelabs, Folly Beach, SC 29439 (48) 

COMPUTERIZED SURVIVAL PLANNING. Special Forces 
Operation Officer designed. State: number persons, 
months, terrain, and climate. Only $3.00 to PLAN, P.O. 
Box 1374, Roseburg, OR 97470. (48)_ 

FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE application kit (includes 
forms, firearms wholesalers list, instructions) $5.00; 
Firearms Log, $2.50; Hunting Diary, $3.00. PFRB 4, P.O. 
Box 2800, Santa Fe, NM 87501. (48)_ 

CONTACT WITH COMMITTED INDIVIDUALS and Organ¬ 
izations desired by professionals. Trained in Land, Sea 
and Air operations. Willing to join or organize. Dreamers, 
please save your stamps. Harbor-Site, Box 60960, Sacra- 
mento, CA 95860 (48)_ 

STRAIGHT RAZORS.'Surgical Steel $8 each. 2 for $15. 
Trader Joe. P.O. Box 809, Dillon, SC 29536. 


EX-MARINE FORCE RECON. Seeks to join team for hire 
In Merc, activities. Vietnam 66-67-68. Have personal 
weapons and equipment. Write Slade, 505 Williams, Sp 
78, Cheyenne, Vi/Y 82001. 


DELICIOUS pre-dehydrating marinade for beef, fish, 
potatoes, etc. Liven up bland dehydrated meals and 
stores. $2.00. D. Jackson, 510 Edgewood, Lake Villa, IL 
60046. 


MALE 30, passport, 10 years military, adaptable, legal, 
well paying positions in remote regions preferred. Ben 
Watson, 302 Cowles, Fairbanks, AK 99701. 

MERC FOR HIRE. High risk, good pay only. Send to: Joe, 
P.O. Box 2094, Chapel Hiil, NC 27514. (48) 

MACHINIST SEEKS SURVIVALIST CONTRACTS and op- 
portunities in underground economy. Sorry about pre¬ 
vious messed up address. P.O. Box 186, Keasbey, NJ 
08832. 

WANTED Employment as a mercenary on full-time or job 
contract basis. Anywhere in world. Transportation must 
be paid. Baron, P.O. Box 710, Turnersville, NJ 08012. 

PROFESSIONAL BOUNTY HUNTER. Ex-Martne, Vietnam 
vet will travel U.S. and Canada if the price Is 
right-$10,000.00 min. No job too big, very few refused. 
Contact with details — GYPSY, P.O. Box 316, Calais, MA 
04619. Complete discretion guaranteed and expected. 
(51) 

FORMER ARMY MORSE CODE SYSTEMS INTERCEPTOR 
desires employment as mercenary. Contact: Greg 
Calvert, 2360 Oldfield Pt. Rd., Elkton, MD 21921. 

VIETNAM VETERANS. Cross of Gallantry and Campaign 
Medal Certificates of Decoration. Original four color 
form. (Not a photocopy.) Suitable for framing. $3.00 
each, both $5.00. John Berndsen, 909 Noah, St. Louis, 
MO 63135. 

VtET CONG HUNTING CLUB embroidered patch (re: 
member these?), sharp reproduction $3.50. USN/USMC 
uniform and breast insignia catalog $1.00. Village 
Surplus, Box 194X, Dept. F., Streamwood, IL 80103 (51) 

TWO SISTERS 19, 22. mother RN 50, and 4 Appaloosa 
horses, wish mercenary cavalry and mechanic’s training. 
Much riding, little weapons experience; some French, 
Russian, German, Greek, Hebrew, Arabic; 91 %-89% on 
Air Force ASVAB. Circus, 2800 71st Street, Downers 
Grove. IL 80515. 

SURVIVAL FOOD — Wholesaling Big $$$$ potential. 
Your own needs wholesale. Free Info. Strausbaugh Ser¬ 
vices; P.O. Box 157F. Glen Rock, PA 17327. (47) 

CAMOUFLAGE: New Army Combat Caps WOODLAND 
PATTERN $9.50 ppd. New Army WOODLAND PATTERN 
Field Jackets $55.00 ppd. These are part of the new BAT- 
TLEDRESS to be issued in October. Frantz Militaria, Rt. 
4 Box 226A, Kankakee, IL 60901._ 

BALLISTA FUN GUN — 120 pound pull, easy to cock, 
elastic crossbow. $124.98 with 8 wood arrows, $134.98 
with aluminum or fiberglass arrows. 200 pound pull 
power supply $10.00. Lt. Joseph Steele, P.O. Box 64, 
Island Uke, IL 60042. (47)_ 

CONVERT YOUR AUTO TO REGULAR GAS IN SEC¬ 
ONDS. No tooling, drilling, or tampering needed. Com¬ 
pletely legal, safe, total conversion. Hurry! Only 1000 
produced. Send $10.00 M.O. to Energy Savers, P.O. Box 
6025, Ft. Bliss, TX 79916. _ 

UNIVERSITY SPONSORED TRAINING. Terrorism, ex¬ 
ecutive protection, interrogation, arson investigation. 
Certificate program. Information write CC, 4424 
Sutherland, Knoxville. TN 37919. (47)_ 

THIS IS THE ANSWER. Full-charge, confidential 
secretariat service tailored specificaily to absentee 
mercenaries. Grace Service, P.O. Box 454, Eureka, CA 
95551. 
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RETIRED CALIF. POLICE OFFICER, age 40. Commercial 
pilot: single-engine land and sea, multi-engine land, In¬ 
strument, helicopter and flight instructor helicopter. 
5000 hours total time, 4500 hours In helicopters. Low 
level expert. Defensive driving school grad. Small arms 
expert. B.A. degree. Multi-Ungual. Long or short term 
employment. Discreet. U.S. Passport, just returned to 
U.S. How can I assist YOU. (714) 689-0104. Ask for Joe. 

STOP RUST and corrosion on your guns and other ex¬ 
pensive equipment! These chemically treated pads (not 
silica gel) will also stop corrosion In radios and other 
electronic equipment, when placed inside the cover. 
Ideal for equipment in storage. Each chemically treated 
pad will help control corrosion in a 4 square foot area 
and will last about a year. Send $3.00 plus 25c for 
postage and handling, N.Y. residents Include applicable 
sales tax, to NO-RUST, P.O. Box 304, Seaford, NY 11783. 

DMSO 4 oz. sample $6.00, 8 oz. $11.99, 16 oz. $22.00. 
99% -f pure. Send cash, check or money order to Cherry 
Valley Mail Order, P.O. Box 32383C, Detroit, Ml 46232. 

UNUSUAL BOOKS, unusual bargains. Free catalog. 
Thomas V. Gidley, P.O. Box 6706 (SF), Ft. Worth, TX 
76115._ 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal 
Gun Laws, both $4.00. Police catalog $2.00, Schless- 
inger, 415 East 52nd St., New York, NY 10022. 

GENUINE a POINT KUNQ FU THROWING STARS. Made 
from high carbon steel, strong enough to break a brick. 
Great for target throwing because they stick! 4" 
diameter, $5.95; 3V4*’ diameter, $4.95; 2V4", $2.95. In¬ 
clude $1.00 postage and handling. Duffy Enterprises, 
P.O. Box 102, Dept. SF, Bayville, NJ 08721. (47) 

DESIRE ANY TYPE WORK Central America/South Amer- 
ica. Qualifications furnished upon reauest. D.W., 7174 
ivy wood Dr.. Mobile, AL 36619. 

PRIVACY — Keep your true address secret, mall 
forwarding-receiving, Code Name Fine, details. Orlando 
Mail Drop, Box 16039-SF, Orlando, FL 32860. (49) 

FEMALE MERCENARY 28, for hire' thorough and dis- 

creet. Sophisticated 1981 equipment. I prefer a one 
woman job. No team projects. I have done undercover 
surveillance and bodyguard work. Will travel. I am strict¬ 
ly professional and command top $$$$. Send phone 
number to me: Miss K. Holmes, 7 Journal Square, Box 
571, Jersey City, NJ 07306. (47) 

EX-SOQ OFFICER seeks challenging and lucrative 
tasks, high-risk accepted, anything not disloyal or 
felonious. Passport current, affairs in order. Resume, 
photo to serious inquiries. Bear, Apt. B-22, 3561 Hilton 
Ave., Columbus, GA 31904. (48) 

INTERNATIONAL COURIER, undercover investigator, 
escort, WM, discreet, seeks assignments in Hong Kong, 
Orient. Contact PC Systems, 1612 Highland Ave., 
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266. (47) 

HOW TO MAKE YOUR OWN BLASTING OR GUN POW- 
DERS. Formulas & easy to follow instructions, $2.00 to 
Remington, Box 278A, Bloomington, CA 92316. 

SURVIVALISTS AND SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE CATA- 
LOG on tools of the trade. Send 75c to cover shipping 
and handling. R.F.P. Manufacturing, P.O. Box 971, 
Milpitas, CA 95035. 

MEDICAL ADVISOR AVAILABLE, Army medic with com¬ 
bat service, have own passport, able to bring you back 
alive. 15 Birckhead Place, Toledo, OH 43608. 

KNIVES: Navy survival $10.95. Marine combat $10.95. 
Mark I boot knife $16.95. Cross stick knife sharpener, 
$6.95. Brass knuckle papenveights, $6.95. The Shooter, 
6702 Steward. Galveston. TX 77550. (713) 938-3092. (47) 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATIONS. Learn at home from profes¬ 
sional investigators, active detective agency. Write for 
free details. SASE. Certified Investigations, 11939 S.E. 
Stark, Portland, OR 97233. 

WANT ASSIGNMENTS in Central/South America. Quali¬ 
fications furnished on serious inquiry. P.M.S., 7174 Ivy- 
wood Dr., Mobile, AL 36619. (47) 

CANADIAN AUTHOR wishes to contact Canadian citi¬ 
zen who served as a mercenary (Africa) or with American 
forces in Vietnam. Write William Mathieson, R.R. No. 1, 
Stirling, Ontario, Canada KOK 3E0. 

PRIVATE DETECTIVES NEEDED. D. Butler, Rt. 2, Pltts- 
boro, NC 27312. 


MERC FOR HIRE. Anything, anywhere. Price is right. 10 
years military, 'Nam 66-67 & 70-71. Expert small arms, 
light weapons. Demo: Ambush, military intelL, contact: 
Bob, P.O. Box 6067, Augusta, GA 30906. (47)_ 

WIPE OUT ARREST RECORDS, BAD DISCHARGES! 304 
page manual, full procedure forms! Do it yourself! No 
lawyer required! Legal! Start fresh with clean slate! 
Satisfaction guaranteed! $10.45 U.S. No CODs. Howe- 
labs. Folly Beach, SC 29439. 

I.D. DIRECTORY — Now over 40 different sources for 
alternative identities, with related bibliography, 
everything needed just $5. Cardinal International, Dept. 
S, P.O. Box 164, Chantilly, VA 22021. (49)_ 

OPPORTUNITIES IN AUSTRALIA — Learn how to get 
'^assisted passage” over. Pointers on jobs, taxes, in¬ 
surance. Send $3.50 to PM, P.O. Box 26894, San Diego, 
CA 92126. 


TURKISH MEERSCHAUM PIPES for catalogue send 
$3.50 to THE PIPE MERCHANT, P.O. Box 26894, San 
Diego, CA 92126. See our ad In this issue. Other styles 
available. 


ESPIONAGE, SPECIAL OPERATIONS, AND STRATCOM 
SUPPLIES. Available now — equipment and devices 
used by the CIA, DIA, Ml, ONI, NSA, ASA, BND, KGB 
AND GRU. Free brochure: TAC-COM, P.O. Box 3255-S, 
York, PA 17402. 

HELICOPTERS FOR SALE. 2 Each UHIH Gunships, 
Located SA, 200 hra. SMOH, (505) 242-9571. 

SURVIVAL POLICE MILITARY BOOKS AND EQUIP- 
MENT. Send $2.00 for our giant 1981 catalog. Price 
deducted from purchase. Special 20% discount sale on 
all knives including Gerber. Kilizone, P.O. Box 513, War- 
rensburg, MO 64093. 

THE MERCENARIES. The startling truth about men who 
fight for pay. 300-f pages, 39 photos, maps, 2 mercenary 
contracts. $3.00. Send for free catalog. Free Companion 
Press. Box 542-M, Sugar Land, TX 77478. (46,48,50) 

RADIATION DETECTOR. Proven design, no batteries, 
multirange, cheap. Details — send $2.00, SASE to: Com- 
purad, 2214 South Dr., Pueblo, CO 81008. 

INERTIA SWITCHES FOR ULTRASENSITIVE AUTO 
ALARM SYSTEMS. Complete with easy to use wiring 
diagrams. $22.95 ea. Two for $39.95. TPR, -Box 1179, 
Brookhaven, MS 39601. 

SURVIVAL FOODS: Light weight, nitrogen packed, long 
term storage food. Send $1 (refundable) to: PSI, P.O. Box 
9751, Colorado Springs, CO 80932 or call (303) 599-4507. 

PRIVACY! Protect yours. Be elsewhere instantly. Con¬ 
fidential worldwide remails. Special SOF services. Free 
information. Clavis, Box 804, Birmingham, AL 35201. (46, 
48, 50)_ 

ATTENTION SOF'ERS: To commemorate our 4th An¬ 
niversary & to thank-you all for your tremendous sup¬ 
port, we give you our LOWEST PRICES EVER on the 
following: SCHLIEPER Survival, $39.95; GERBER Guar¬ 
dian, $29.95; GS Commando. $19.95; HACKMAN Ball- 
songs (red only), $11.95; VICTORINOX Trooper, $9.95; 
PHIFER Steel, $6.95; EZELAP "M” or "B”, $9.95. (ADD 
10% “AIRMAIL” SHIPPING.) Offer expires: July 31st, 
1981. SURVIVAL KNIVES! Select quality swordcanes, 
daggers, hollow-handles, hideouts, commandos, 
throwers, USMCs, USAFs, icepicks, razors, wiresaws, 
whetstones, and more. 100% satisfaction guaranteed, 
w/discounts to 35%, monthly SOF specials, itemized in¬ 
voices, “AIRMAILED” shipments & FREE GIFTS! Pro¬ 
fusely photographical (40 -f page) Catalogue/Reference 
Guide, w/exacting descriptions & specifications, $2.00 
Airmailed. SELECTLINE, Box 391SS, P.C., Hawaii, 96782. 
(CATALOG HOLDERS: Eyebrand Mountaineer $29.95 
Airmailed!!) 

VERY RARE SPECIAL FORCES MAC/SOG CCS-CCC- 
CCN Projects patches and Vietnamese Ranger patches, 
$15.00 each. Also limited number of other Elite Unit 
badges. Sgt. Rod Hinsch, 9022 Poplar Ave., Cotati, CA 
94928. 

DEVASTATING KNIFE TACTICS! Proven offensive and 
defensive methods for any age. Rush $2.00 to Park, Box 
2203, Corpus Chrlsti, TX 78403. 

ATTENTION EMPLOYERS; Anything, anytime, any- 
where, professionally. Combat veteran Dominican Re¬ 
public SEA MACV. SF & Ranger qualified. Excellent 
covers for Caribbean and Central America. Specially 
equipped and VERY resourceful. All responsible offers 
^considered. Wish to reestablish old R.W. & B contacts 
and QUALIFIED individuals to form operational team. 
Contact immediately, while you still can. Best by test. 
P.O. Box 5278, Tahoe City, CA 95730. (47) 

MERCENARY INSIGNIA: Winged hand clutching knife. 
$12.00. Brass. Ordnance Supply, 4918 Mission, Dallas. 
TX 75206. (214) 823-5963. (57) 

FREE JAPANESE WWII RELIC ... Weapons, uniforms, 
German and Japanese relics, swords, pistols. Illustrated 
catalog $5.00. BONUS — Free Japanese VWVII relic with 
catalog! RELICS, Box 361-DN, Cambridge, MN 55008. 
(48) 

GERMAN WWII GUN PARTS) Mostly pre-1945 parts and 
accessories for military, personal weapons. Catalog — 
$5.00. WAFFENFABRIK, Box 293, Isanti, MN 55040. (48) 

JAPANESE GUN PARTS! Mostly pre-1945 parts and ac¬ 
cessories for Japanese WWII weapons. Catalog — $5.00. 
ARISAKA, Box 293, Isanti. MN 55040. (48) 

GERMAN WWII COLLECTORS ... M-1943 Wehrmacht 
style cap with insignia! Only $10.95. Catalog or pre-1945 
relics $5.00. RELICS, Box 54-D, Braham, MN 55006. (48) 

RUST DISSOLVER — Remove rust immediately with a 
small paint brush and rust dissolver. $4.95, 8 ozs. 2 for 
$7.95. Money back if not 100% effective. River Road 
Motors. Inc., P.O. Box 962, Lullng, LA 70070. (46) 

HANDCUFFS! $13.50 pair postpaid, two $25.00. 
Lightweight double-lock handcuffs that compare to 
$24.95 handcuffs. Cold rolled steel, chrome plated, two 
keys. Best Sports Supplier, Box 492-SOF, Hazelwood, 
MO 63042. (46) 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as 
$5.00 a month. Not a box number but your own address 
and suite number. Also available: phone number, remail¬ 
ing, mail forwarding and more. For info enclose stamp to 
The Branch Office, 3341 W. Peoria, Phoenix, AZ 85029 
(602) 993-7534. (48) 


SURVIVAL COMMUNITY IN NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

seeks additional members, with an immediate desire to 
move on to the land. We offer space to build on, privacy 
and the opportunity to become part of an agrarian com¬ 
munity working towards self-sufficiency. We need peo¬ 
ple with a realistic outlook on world events and an 
ecological respect for the land. Prefer men with military 
experience. N. Calif, people ONLY please. Send SASE 
to: Stronghold, P.O. Box 335, Calpella, CA 95418. 

WANTED: M16 Assault rifle ammo & clips. Ail replies 
confidential. KEPS, 510V2 5th Ave. South #3, Virginia, 
MN 55792._ 

WANTED TO BUY: WWI bayonet and sheath for Ml car¬ 
bine, 30 cal. and flash hider for 30 cal. Bryan Whetsel, 
6626 Angello Ct., Ft. Wayne. IN 46615._ 

PRIVATE COLLECTOR wants to purchase pre-war Dollar 
and Sterling government bonds issued by Germany and 
East European countries. Please write, describing exact¬ 
ly what you have and cost, to: Minerva, Box 1608, Tarpon 
Springs, FL 33589. 

GENUINE MERCATOR ”K55K” LOCKBACKS. Issued 
German combat troops WWI & WWII. Manufacturers 
Heinrich Kaufmann, Solingen. ULTRA thin & lightweight. 
$6.95. HACKMAN (Finland) Butterfly/Balisongs. Drop- 
forged STAINLESS w/solid NYLON handies. 100% 
corrosion-proof, $13.95. BENCHMARK-Ninja, STING- 
Ebony, VICTORINOX-Champion, or WESTERN-V44, only 
$37.50 each! (ADD 7% SHIPPING.) “SURVIVAL-KNIVES” 
Catalog. 40-f photographic pages of swordcanes, dag¬ 
gers, commandos, hollow-handles, hideouts, balisongs, 
icepicks, razors, wiresaws, throwers & much more. 
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed, w/discounts to 35%, 
monthly SOF Specials, & FREE GIFTS! Only $1.50 Air¬ 
mailed. SELECTLINE, Box 391SY, P.C., Hawaii 96782. 
(Catalog holders: CASE #47, $17.95 Airmailed!) 

BOOBY TRAPS MANUAL: How to make them, explosive 
characteristics and use — booby trapping equipment 
construction, detection, removal, and disarming ~ im¬ 
provised fuses and explosives. Send $12.00 to Cassaday 
Enterprises, 3452 Rollsreach Drive, San Diego, CA 92111. 
j49)__ 

AIRBORNE/ELITE BOOKS and unit histories our special¬ 
ty. Free list. The Battery Book Shop, P.O. Box 3107H, 
Nashville, TN 37219. (51). 

MILITARY UNIT I.D. CARDS - Wallet size, Beautifully 
Designed Free Name Lettering — Large Selection — 
Special Forces — Rangers — SEAL — Para-Rescue — 
Recon — Scout-Sniper —• Pilot — Weapons Instructor 
— U.S.M.C. — E.O.D. — S.A.S. — Foreign Legion — Air¬ 
borne Units — Armor — Infantry — Etc. Illustrated- 
catalogs $1.00, KENWOOD ASSOCIATES, Box 96A, 
Perry Hall, MD 21128. 

FREE HACKMAN (Finland) BUTTERFLY/BALISONGS!! 
100% corrosion resistant. Drop-forged STAINLESS 
w/solld Nylon handles. Finest QUALITY throughout. Our 
FASTEST selling knife ever. $19.95 each, or buy (3) & get 
(1) absolutely FREE!! Buy (6) & get (3) FREE!! Buy (12) & 
get (7) FREE!! Orders shipped AIRMAIL FREEH FINAL¬ 
LY, handcrafted Solingen SWORDCANES. Flitch-cut, 
turned & polished MAPLE w/poiished STAINLESS 
STEEL (semi-beveled/no edge) blade, w/crook handle. 
36” overall. MAGNIFICENT Quality! $185.00 postpaid! 
CASE “V44" Bowie $57.95. CASE P62 Boolknife $32.95. 
GERBER/LOVELESS “Guardian” $31.95. KABAR USMC 
$23.60. EZELAP “M" or "B” $12.95. (ADD 8% SHIPPING 
TO PRICES.) SURVIVAL KNIVES! Swordcanes, hollow- 
handles, hideouts, daggers, fighters, throwers, icepicks, 
razors & much more. 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed, 
w/Discounts to 35%, monthly SOF Specials & FREE 
GIFTSI Photographic (40-f pages) Catalogue now HALF- 
PRICED! Only $1.50 Airmailed. SELECTLINE, Box 
391SW. P.C., HI 96782. (CATALOG-HOLDERS: Ensign’s 
30% Off!!). 

ULTIMATE SURVIVAL FOOD — SPIRULINA PLANK- 
TON. Concentrated protein, infinite shelflife. Discount 
on bulk. Send 25* or SASE for information, Sample $5.00. 
Steven Junkins, Box 243, Nyack, NY 10960. 

CROSSBOWS, MAKE YOUR OWN, Easy to Follow In- 
structions and Plans. $3.00. Action World. Box 369F, 
Montclair. CA 91763. 

BRITISH POLICE HANDCUFFS: Genuine ex-service 
issue. Used but as new. H eavy -duty chromed steel. Col¬ 
lector’s Item. $29 from “FETTERS,” 895 Broadway, New 
York, NY 10003. Illustrated brochure, manacles, re¬ 
straints, HOUDINIANA $2. (Strictly mail-order only.) (47) 

EXPERIENCED, PUBLISHED COOKBOOK AUTHOR 
seeks a publisher for a game cookbook. Manuscript 
completed. Ideal addition for a survival book publisher, 
Cookbook Author, Box 5474, New York, NY 10163. 

MILITARY BRASS, # .223 Calibre, once fired. 5* each 
post paid. (Write for price on orders over 10,000.) Send 
money order to: J. Jaenisch, Rt. #2, Pelican Rapids, MN 
56572. _ 

SINCERE SURVIVALISTS - And or groups in the Seattle 
area. I wish to correspond, exchange plans and Ideas for 
mutual benefit. Also, would-be suppliers: I seek iand, 
Olympics or Northern/Centrai Cascades (East or West), 
isolated small acreages. Please write: N. Bradley, P.O. 
Box 1852, Bellevue. WA 98009._ 

FREE VIETNAM BOOKLtST with one-year subscription 
to Vietnam Veterans Newsletter. Booklist contains com¬ 
plete details on 76 books. Twelve-page monthly newslet¬ 
ter costs $12.00. Box 122A, Collinsville, CT 06022. (48) 
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ADVENTURER: Interested in overseas employment and 
travel. State of Calif, lie's as sentry dog trainer, security 
patrol operator, and private investigations. Resumes 
available to serious Inquirers. Write: P.O.B. 9366, 

Long Beach, CA 90810. (48) 

POLICE CERTIFICATES A I.D. CARDS — Beautifully 
Designed Free Name Lettering — Large Selection — 
Patrolman — Deputy — Sheriff — Investigator — In¬ 
spector — S.W.A.T., Etc. Illustrated Catalog $1.00, KEN- 
WOOD ASSOCIATES, Box 96B. Perry Hall, MD 21128. 
EXPERT PARKERIZING — To military specification 
18232 — Type M for military, police, collector, hunting, 
or survival weapons, identical to finish found on U.S. 
Military arms. Prices: Handguns — $25.00, Rifles — 
$35.00, Shotguns — $40.00, M-1 Carbine, Garand, MIA 
— $35.00, all other seml-autos $45.00. Ship handguns 
through dealer, all others direct. All orders shipped UPS 
COD, F.O.B. Oreland, PA. Satisfaction guaranteed. Tech-* 
nical Data available on request. Philadelphia Ordnance 
Depot, Inc., Oreland Industrial Park, Oreland, PA 19075, 
(215) 576-0259. 

HOMEMADE MACHINEGUN PLANS, Comprehensive, 
detailed, easy to follow 24 page booklet. Can be built 
without machineshop. Send $5.00. Wildcat Publications, 
Dept. X, 7 Michigan, Dundee, IL 60118. 

SECRETS OF KENPO KARATE * Warrior combat tech- 
nlques for Defeating, maiming, killing. Evolution of 1460 
years survival application. $8.98 + 90* P&H, or $1. SASE 
for details. Warrior Publications, 2511 N. 31st, Boise, ID 
83703. (46. 48, 50. 52. 54, 58)_ 

SO YOU WANT TO BE A MERCENARY? Valuable Infor¬ 
mation for the curious and the ambitious. $2.00 FLASH! 
An update to mercenary information pamphlet. $1.00 
AMERICAN LAW AND THE MERCENARY. Know before 
you go. Will you return outlaw or a hero? $2.00 
MERCENARY CONTRACT Same wording as used In the 
Congo, for collection or comparison only, $5.00. L.D. 
Loper, Box 542, Sugar Land, TX 77478. 

EXPLOSIVES MANUAL: Complete instructions on h^ 

to make explosives from common materials. Also con¬ 
tains how to make grenades, mines, and propellants — 
mortars, rockets and grenade launchers — small arms 
weapons and ammunition — Incendiary devices, fuses, 
detonators and delay mechanisms. Send $15.00 to Cas- 
saday Enterprises, 3452 Rollsreach Drive, Dept. X, San 
Plego, CA 92111. (49) _ 

JUNGLE JUICE, Canadian whiskey, kahlua, peach bran¬ 
dy, beer, grape wine — all these recipes only $2.00. Send 
now to JUNGLE JUICE, Cassaday Enterprises, 3452 
Rollsreach Drive, San Diego, CA 92111. (49) 

SPECIAL FORCES, AIRBORNE RANGER, MARINE RE- 
CON, AIR FORCE PARARESCUE, TAG — 14 Original col¬ 
or designs on T-Shirts, Sweatshirts. Free brochure. Kauf¬ 
man's, Dept. A79, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

VIETNAM CATALOG (With free "Vietnam Photos”) 
$Z00. WWII catalog $2.00. War Shop, Rt.1, Box 154, 
Milford, DE 19963. (51) 


NEED NEW ID? Get government-issued ID, new credit, 
jobs, degrees. Start life over! Complete catalog $1.00. 
EDEN, Box 8410-R, Fountain Valley, CA 92708. (57) 

COLLECTOR’S MILITARY INSIGNIA AT BARGAIN 
PRICES. One year lists $3.00. THE INSIGNIA BULLETIN, 
P.O. Box 192, Hinsdale, IL 60521. (48) 

STATE GUN LAWS — Specify State, $1.95. FEDERAL 
GUN LAW — The rate Indexed edition, $2.95. IL¬ 
LUSTRATED GUN DEALER TRAINER — 8 part third edi¬ 
tion — $4.95. All three manuals ONLY $8.00 ppd. MESA, 
Drawer 9045-FS, Steamboat Springs, CO 80477. (48) 

SUBSTANTIAL VERIFIABLE DEBT TOTAL, SOME JUDG- 
MENT PROOF, requires special collection techniques. 
Will share recoveries equally. Forward description of 
qualifications to Box 1241, Daytona Beach, FL 32014. 

BECOME PART-TIME GUN DEALER! “Obtaining Feder- 
al Firearms License,” samples, illustrations (New Edi¬ 
tion) $1.95. "Gun Dealer’s Directory of Wholesalers” 3 
vital directories In one — $1.95. "Selected Federal 
Firearms Laws” Top authorities answer most asked 
questions. $1.95. ALL THREE BOOKLETS — ONLY 
W.95I MESA, Drawer 9045-FM, Steamboat Springs, CO 
80477. (48) 

INTERESTED IN MILITARY INSIGNIA? Subscribe to the 
Military Auction. $15.00 for 6 catalogues. Sample only 
$3.00. THE MILITARY AUCTION. 16 W. 331 Jackson 
Street, Hinsdale, IL 60521. (48) 

BIG MAPS — OF ANYPLACE! Iran/Tehran, Poland, Mos- 
cow streets, S.E. Asia — anyplace! New, illustrated, 
1001 map catalog — $2.00 (refundable). MESA. Drawer 
9045-FO, Steamboat Springs, CO 80477. (48) 

INTENSIVE DESERT/ALPINE SURVIVAL. Green Beret in- 
structors. SASE to Survival Unlimited, 317 N. 700 E., 
Orem, UT 84057. (51)_ 

POLICE OFFICER EXAMINATIONS ... made easier. 
Top Police Administrator’s new book reveals how! Writ¬ 
ten, oral, physical agility exams and much more are 
covered. Sample test included. Have the advantage! 
Rush $9.95 “Exams”, Box 261-D, Sycamore, IL 60178. 

THE FLYING EAGLE®: Quality correspondence and 
decorative products featuring crystal clear laser 
reproductions of the ultimate Bald Eagle photograph. 
Absolutely sharp Kodachrome with all the brilliance of 
full color on a beautiful day. Bird is wafting toward 
photographer in wide wingtlp-to-wingtip format with 
aesthetic spread and tip feathers flared against clear 
blue sky. He Is looking photographer directly In the eye, 
beak open as bird Is communicating directly with photo¬ 
grapher. This picture has preserved one of nature’s most 
beautiful moments. Full color 16 x 20 laser Fine Art 
Prints, $20. Also Business Cards, Letterheads, Checks, 
Note Cards, Greeting Cards, and Postcards. Ken Hunter, 
SOF EgegIk, AK 99579. (47) 

“NUCLEAR WAR SURVIVAL” is possible. Send $1.00 for 
information. Life Science Systems, 4049 First Street, 
Livermore, CA 94550. (47) 


ATTENTION PROFESSIONALS — See our Large Selec¬ 
tion of Military Insignia Jewelry of Elite Fighting Units. 
Excellent quality — Reasonable prices — Gold and Sil¬ 
ver Plated. Free Brochure: Kenwood Associates, Box 
96JJ, Perryhall, MD 21128. 


ADVERTISERS’ INDEX 


Advertiser Page 

Access Directories . 91 

Armament Systems Products Unltd . 10,87,89,91 

Assault Systems . 14,82 

Bali-Song . 86 

Benchmark Knives . 64 

Best Sports Supplier . 64 

Bianchl Gunleather . 88,76 

B & M Enterprises . 91 

Brigade Quartermasters . 66,76 

B-Square . 68 

Butokukai . 15,65 

Cardinal Publishing . 81 

CCS Communications . 7 

Chapman Academy . 83 

Charter Arms Corporation . Cover 2 

Cloverleaf Books . 13 

CKC . 86 

Cobra Defense Accessories . 91 

Cold Steel, Inc . 77 

Costa Rica Report . 77 

Creative Horizons . 8 

Crown City Arms . 70 

D.B.P. Engineering . 90 

D&EMagazIne . 89 

Delta Blades . 78 

Desert Publications . 11 

Devel Corporation . 80 

Devil’s Brigade ... 90 

Dillon Precision Products, Inc . 72 

DJ’s Distributing Company ... 73 

Dolan’s Sports ..-. 80 

Doubieday Military Book Club . 4,5 

Earl, J.Curtis . .91 

Eden Press . 79 

El Paso Saddlery . 74 

HKS . 6 

House of Blades .. 87 

House of Nimrod ..... 89 

House of Weapons ... 83 

Jackass Leather . 72 

Janus Press . 67 

Jerry-Rig Holsters .. 64 

K&LShIrts ... 89 

Karate Key . 88 

Kaufman's West .. 64 

Ken Hale . .85 

Kingsberry Manufacturing . 90 

Larc International . 87 

LE.A . 75 

Mag-Na-Port Arms ... * 86 

Military Graphics . 69 

MX Military Exchange . 89 

Natchez Shooters Supplies . Covers 

National Printing Service ... 66 

Nordic Knives . 91 

North American School of Firearms .. 71 

Ouellette, Michel . 90 

Pachmayr Gun Works . 87 

Paladin Press . 1 

Parellex Corporation . 9 

Patco Enterprises . 71 

Personal Safety, Inc . 91 

PFM.INC . 87,95 

Phoenix ... 96 

Pipe Merchant, The . 79 

Poison Hand Martial Arts . 89 

Police Sciences Institute . 85 

Precision Sports . 10 

P&SSaies . ...90 

Ray's Surplus . 89 

RDI .71 

Recon Enterprises . 89 

Rock Island Armory . 74,83 

Rogers Holsters . 16 

Roger’s Supply Company . 90 

Rouse School . 89 

R & R Enterprises . 81 

Search & Rescue . 87 

S.E.A.R.C.H. Unlimited . 82 

Shadow Shirts.; . 81 

SOF Back Issues . 52 

SOF Subscriptions . 45 

Southeastern Surplus ... 91 

Starlight Training Center . 86 

Steyr Daimler Puch of Amer. Corp . 87,69 

T & G Enterprises . 90 

Triangle Jewelry Company . 83 

U.S. (Javalry Store . 88 

U.S.I. Corporation . 82 

Valor Sporting Goods . 78 

Viet-American. 90 

Wells Creek Knife & Gun Works ... 88 

Wichita Arms . 73 

World Wide Publishing Corporation . 17 

World War II Products . 89,91 




MINI-14 -I-MAXM4 — COMBAT WEAPON 



GUN PICTURED: GB SERIES 


Our new Maxl-14 was designed for the man who is realiy serious about his weapon. Now 
you can upgrade your RUGGER Mini-14’s classic WW II design and make it look and 
function like a modern combat weapon should. A rugged black anodized aluminum 
frame helps keep the Maxi-14 light as well as tough. The steel multi-position stock ex¬ 
tension telescopes to offer the optimum fit for all arm reaches as well as “full In” for 
transport and fast “in close” work. Pistol grip, detachable carrying handle — even the 
shotgun style fore grip pump which operates the bolt mechanism for fast, on target jam 
clears, make this new Maxi-14 the best yet. It fits all Mini-14 models too — 180,181,182, 
GB, and snaps in place like the standard Rugger stock in seconds without tools, or 
machining. So If you think your Mini-14 Is a good weapon now — wait till you try it with 
our stock youMI think it’s great. 


FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY 

» 59 ®® 


To: PFM, P.O. Box 490, Maitland, FL 32751 
Enclosed is my □ check □ money order for the 
PFM “MAXn4”TM Combat Stock. SF-8 

Name:_ 

Address:_ 

-Zip- 


AUGUST/81 
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CAMMO SWEATSHIRT $26.95 

with hood, zipper, $1.50 P&H 

CAMMO T-SHIRT $8.95 

$1.25 P&H 


T-SHIRTS 

$6.95 

Plus $1.25 P&H each 
Regular T-shirts are 
75% cotton, 25% 
polyester. Cammo 
T-shirts arc a cot¬ 
ton/ply. mix and come 
in summer pattern with 
short or long sleeve. 
Sweatshirt is 100% 
poly-foam-filled and 
comes in summer pat¬ 
tern. 


NAME. 


ITEM 

QUANTITY 

SIZE 

S,M,L,XL 

CAMMO 

S-SLEEVE 

1 T-SHIRTS 
L-SLEEVE 

EXTENDED 

PRICE 




































OVERSEAS ORDERS ADD 20%, COLO. RESIDENTS ADD 3% 

PHOENIX total PR.C. 

Dept. 881, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 






ADDRESS. 
CITY _ 


STATE 


ZIP 


VISA & Master Charge Accepted 
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(615) 331-0224 
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PACHMAYR GRIPS 

NEW Star P) 45ACP.$13.50 

NEW Dctonics, 45 ACP.$11.00 

NEW Thompson Contender 

Forend ..$ 9.00 

All Presentation & Pres. ComPac ..$ 8.00 

GM 45 C Combat Gov’t Frame.$11.00 

GM .45.$11.00 

SW 39. S & W Mod. 39, 9mm .$ 13.50 

SW 59. S & W Mod. 59, 9mm.$13.50 

B-HP Browning Hi-Power.$13.50 

PPK/S Walther PP & PPK’s.$13.50 

B92 Beretta 9mm.....$13.50 

B84 Beretta .380.$13.50 

H & K Heckler & Koch.$13.50 


MMC HIGH VISIBILITY FIXED 
SIGHTS FOR COLT 1911 TYPE 

Front Sight, Ramp Bar Cross.$ 7.75 

Front Sight, Ramp w/serrations.$ 4.25 

Rear Sight, White Outline.$11.50 

Rear Sight, Plain...* 9.00 

BURRIS SCOPES 
NATCHEZ EXCLUSIVE 
BURRIS WITH GERMAN POST 
CROSS HAIRS& SAFARI FINISH 
(gives parkerised appearance) 


.45 COMBAT SHOOTERS 

A. Colt Ambidextrous Safetys.$30.00 

Extended Ambidextrous Safetys.$36.00 

B. Extended Speed Safetys - Blue.$16.95 

C. NEW Trigger Guard Shoe - squares 

Trigger Guard...$14.95 

D. SK Extended Magazine Release, 

drilled and tapped - Complete.$21.95 

E. Extended Slide Release - Blue.$16.50 

Extended Slide Release - Stainless.$18.95 

F. NEW SK Combat Long or Short Adjustable 

Trigger, Smooth Face, Aluminum.$12.50 

G. Colt Wide Grip Safetys - Blue, 

Specify Gov’t or Comm.$17.95 

H. SK Combat Rubber Base Pads, BHP_$ 1.50 

SK Combat Rubber Base Pads. 6 pack... $ 6.95 

I. SK Combat Fixed Sights-Red Dot Front... $20.95 

J. Recoil Spring Guide Assembly 

includes 18 lb. recoil spring.i.. $18.95 

Commander Hammers.$11.50 

L. Wilson Dwyer Group Gripper.$16.50 

Pachmayer Main Spring Housing.$ 5.95 

Clerke .45 NM Barrel Bushing.$ 6.00 

Emended .45 Magazines.$ 6.95 

Oversize Magazine Release Button 
ForS&W 39- 59.$14.95 

K. Shok-Buff.. $ 5.00 


AIMPOINT SIGHT 
Electronic 

The now parallax-free sight. The point 
Is on the target wherever your eye 
is. Fits all weapons equippes with 

Weaver mounts.$125,00 

3X Scope Attachment.$ eS.'SO 

BREAK > FREE CLIP 

CLP 16 to fit in Butt Stock of M-16.S -85 

WE SELL ALL BIANCHI 
PRODUCTS AT 

30 % OFF RETAIL 

“CHAPMAN ” HI-RIDE 

Holster - Belt - Pouch 

Size 32, 34, 36, 38, 40. 44.$52.00 

“PISTOLERO” ASSEMBLY 

Holster - Beit - Pouch - Combat Keepers.$105.00 

ROGER’S REVOLVER GRIPS 

Buriwood ...$ 9.75 

Black.$ 8.00 

PPS Auto Grips.... $12.00 

EZ Loaders...$ 8.50 

Idaho Reloaders...$ 5.00 


nXED POWER 

2 ^4xplex.$ 7 

4x plex..$ 8 

6x plex...$ 8 

lOx plex.$11 

I2x plex...$11 

VARIABLE POWER 

I Ux - 5x plex. . --- • $ 9 

2x - 7x plex.....$11 

3x - 9x plex.$11 

3x - 9x ARC Crosshair Dot (NEW) .. SI 3 
3x - 9x RAC Crosshair Dot (NEW) ..$13 

4x • 12x plex. ...$13 

6x > 18x plex.. $13 

PISTOL SCOPES 

2x LERpIex.5 

3x LER plex ...S 6 

4x LER plex (NEW)......$ 6 

6x LER plex (NEW).$ 7 

MINI SCOPES 

Mini 4x plex...$ S 

Mini 6x plex .$ 6 

Mini 8x plex..........,$ 6 

Mini 2x - 7x plex...$ g 

Mini 3x - 9x plex.. $ 8 


LEUPOLD 

M8-2X EER. .$ 70.60 

M8-4X EER.$ 86.15 

M8-2.5X Compact-..$ 74.45 

M8-4X Compact ..$ 86.15 

M8-3X.$ 80.30 

M8-4X. $ 86.15 

M8-6X.S 91.60 

M8-8X.$122.70 

M8- lOX Silhouette ...$124.35 

M8-12X.$124.35 

M8-24X.$160.30 

M8-36X NEW.$172.95 

VARI-XIII 1.5 X 5.$125.35 

VARI'XIII 2.5 X 8.$141.50 

VARI-XIII 3.5 X 10.$147.95 

VARI-XIII 3.5 X 10 w/AO ... . $162.45 

Vari-xiil 6.5x20NEW... $172.95 

VARI-XII 1x4.$105.55 

VARI-XII 2x 7.$115.20 

VARI-XII 3x9.$123.75 

VARI-XII 3x9 w/AO.$139.40 

For Dot Reticle Add.$ 10.50 

I inch rings,.$ 13.50 

“STD” Bases...$ 9.50 


REDFIELD 

WIDEFIELD LOW PROFILE 

U4x5xVarWF... $119.95 

2x-7xVarWF. $129.95 

2x-7xAT-LP. $130.95 

3x - 9x 4-Plex. $144.95 

3x-9x AT-WF .. $164.95 

2x - 7x Trad.$103.95 

3x -9x Trad. $108.95 

.53-95 

4x - 12x AT.$173.95 

6x- 18xTrad.” 

2V.xTrad. 

IhxPS.* 68.95 

2VixPS.3 72.95 

16x FCHhMOA(6400).. $165.60 

16x FCH(3200).... $184.50 

WEAVER SCOPES 

T6.SPECIAL.$123.95 

T10.SPECIAL.$131.95 

T 16.SPECIAL.$138.95 

T20.SPECIAL.$156.95 

T25.SPECIAL.$164.95 

T 30.SPECIAL.$169.95 

Dot or Fine Reticle $9.00 Extra 


RCBS 

Rock Chucker Combo Special 

(die group A. B)...,50 

Reloader Special. $ 50.60 

Ammo Crafter II ..$ 72.00 

Die Sets (Group A)...$ 14.35 

Die Sets (Group B). $ 14.35 

3 Die Sets Carb. Group B. $ 29.00 

5-0-5 Scales.$ 21.95 

5-IOScalesl...$ 32.35 

10- 10 Scales. $ 39.65 

Powder Measure Combo... $ 28.25 

Duo-Measure... $ 42.85 

NEWLittle Dandy Powder Measure ... $ 12.95 

Little Dandy Powder Rotors.$ 2.65 

Case Trimmer less Pilot & Collet.$ 17.55 

Pro-Melt Pot Electric Fumice.$ 93.35 

Accessory Kit II...$ 27.15 

Shell Holders.$ 2.85 

Collets. $ 2.60 

Pilots. $ 1.00 

Auto Prime-Feed Combo.$ 7.45 

304 Scale......$ 96.00 

Kenetic Bullet Puller.$ 10.60 

Auto Priming Tool.$ 24.05 

Speer * 10 Manual.. $ 6.25 


Send cashiers, cert, checks or money order. WE WELCOME C .O.D. & PHONE ORDERS. No back orders, money returned for out of stock items. Personal & Business checks held for 
clearance. : F.O.B. Nashville. Include sufficient shipping, any overage will be refunded with order. Tenn. residents add sales tax. PHONE ORDERS 9 am to 6 pm Mon - Fri, Sat 9am 
I2 Pifiets 'i bn-i.-! Wiiiwgl noIXTC_ _ 
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SIGN ON WITH THE PROFESSIONALS! 

You’re a man of action. So make SOLDIER OF FORTUNE your source of exclusive 
information on the world’s hotspots and the latest news on mercenaries, weapons, 
self-defense, clandestine operations and survival in a changing world. You can’t afford 
not to know. 


(pteRM print) 


City _ 

Signature . 


□ BUI Me (U.S.A. Only) □ Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds only please) 
Please charge my □ VISA □ Master Charge 


Exp. Date _ 


Account No. 


USA, Canada, Mexico 


2nd Class (Brown Wrapper) □ $26 (Save $7) 

1st Class (Sealed Envelope) □ $50 

Overseas 

Surface □ $33 

Air n $70 

Please make check or money order payable to: 


1 Year (12 Issues) 2 Years (24 Issues) 


□ $ 52 (Save $14) 

□ $100 

□ $ 66 
□ $140 


SOF 45 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ^ 

P.O. BOX 1307. BOULDER. CO 80306 ^ 













































Support 

AFGHAN 

FREEDOM FIGHTERS 


SUPPORT THE BRAVE PEOPLE OF AFGHANISTAN IN THEIR 
FIGHT FOR FREEDOM AGAINST SOVIET AGGRESSION 

AND OCCUPATION. 


All funds collected will be donated to pro-western Afghan 
resistance groups selected by the SOF staff. 

These funds will be used solely for the purchase of arms, 
ammunition and medical supplies as specified by the groups 
receiving assistance. No funds coliected 
will be expended for salaries or 
administration. 


Donations are NOT tax deductible. 

Send your donation to: 
Afghan Freedom Fighters’ Fund 
Box 693 

Boulder, CO 80306 


above available. Send $3.95 to: Afghan Poster, Soldier of Fortune Magazine, Box 693, Boulder, 


poster of the 


CO 803D6. 


